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political science major columbia is a distinguished academic program offered at
Columbia University, renowned for its rigorous curriculum and rich interdisciplinary
approach. This program prepares students to critically analyze political systems, theories,
and behaviors on both domestic and international levels. With access to world-class faculty,
extensive research opportunities, and a vibrant intellectual community, students pursuing a
political science major at Columbia gain a comprehensive understanding of government
structures, policy-making processes, and global affairs. The program emphasizes analytical
skills, empirical research methods, and theoretical frameworks, equipping graduates for
careers in public service, law, academia, and beyond. This article explores the key aspects
of the political science major at Columbia, including curriculum structure, faculty expertise,
research opportunities, career prospects, and student resources, providing a detailed guide
for prospective students and academic enthusiasts alike.
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Overview of the Political Science Major at
Columbia

The political science major at Columbia University is housed within the Department of
Political Science, which is part of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. This program is designed
to provide students with a broad understanding of political institutions, political theory,
comparative politics, and international relations. Columbia’s location in New York City offers
unparalleled access to political institutions, international organizations, and cultural
resources, enhancing the educational experience.

Students engage with diverse approaches to the study of politics, including quantitative
methods, qualitative analysis, and philosophical inquiry. The major encourages critical
thinking about power, governance, and public policy, equipping students to tackle
contemporary political challenges. The department’s commitment to interdisciplinary study
allows students to combine political science with economics, history, sociology, and other
fields.



Curriculum and Academic Requirements

The political science major at Columbia requires students to complete a set of core courses
alongside electives that reflect their specific interests within the discipline. The curriculum
is structured to balance foundational knowledge with opportunities for specialization.

Core Courses

Core courses introduce students to essential theories and methodologies in political
science. These typically include:

Introduction to Political Theory

American Politics and Government

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Quantitative Methods in Political Science

These courses lay the groundwork for more advanced study and research.

Electives and Specializations

Students can choose from a wide range of electives that allow them to delve deeper into
areas such as:

Global Governance and Diplomacy

Political Economy

Human Rights and Social Movements

Public Policy and Administration

Security Studies and Conflict Resolution

These electives enable students to tailor their education to their career goals and



intellectual interests.

Capstone and Research Requirements

To graduate, political science majors often complete a senior thesis or capstone project,
demonstrating their ability to conduct independent research. This requirement emphasizes
critical analysis, original argumentation, and mastery of political science research methods.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

Columbia’s political science department boasts a distinguished faculty whose expertise
spans numerous subfields of political science. Faculty members are actively engaged in
cutting-edge research and provide mentorship to students pursuing scholarly projects.

Faculty Expertise

The faculty includes leading scholars in areas such as political theory, comparative politics,
American politics, international relations, and political methodology. Their work is
frequently published in top academic journals and influences policy debates worldwide.

Research Centers and Institutes

Students benefit from Columbia’s affiliated research centers and institutes, which foster
interdisciplinary collaboration and provide resources for political science research. Notable
examples include:

The Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies

The Institute for Social and Economic Research and Policy

The Center for the Study of Democracy, Toleration, and Religion

The Harriman Institute for Russian, Eurasian, and East European Studies

These centers offer seminars, workshops, and funding opportunities for student research
projects.



Career Paths and Alumni Outcomes

A political science major from Columbia equips graduates with analytical, research, and
communication skills applicable to a wide range of professional fields. The program’s
emphasis on empirical analysis and theoretical understanding prepares students for diverse
careers.

Common Career Trajectories

Graduates pursue careers in:

Public Policy and Government Agencies

International Organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

Law and Legal Services

Consulting and Political Strategy

Journalism and Media Analysis

Academia and Research Institutions

Alumni Network and Professional Development

Columbia’s extensive alumni network provides valuable connections in government,
academia, and the private sector. The university offers career services, internship
placements, and networking events tailored to political science majors, facilitating a
smooth transition from academia to professional life.

Student Resources and Extracurricular Activities

Students majoring in political science at Columbia have access to a wealth of resources that
complement their academic studies and foster professional growth.

Academic Advising and Support

The department provides dedicated academic advising to help students navigate course



selections, research opportunities, and career planning. Faculty advisors assist with thesis
supervision and guidance on graduate school applications.

Clubs and Organizations

Active student groups enhance the learning experience and provide platforms for political
engagement. Popular organizations include:

Columbia Political Union

Model United Nations Team

Debate Society

Public Policy Initiative

These groups organize events, speaker series, and simulations that deepen understanding
of political processes.

Internships and Experiential Learning

Students are encouraged to participate in internships with government agencies, think
tanks, advocacy groups, and international bodies. Columbia’s location in New York City
offers unparalleled internship opportunities, allowing students to gain practical experience
alongside their academic studies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the Political Science major
at Columbia University?
The Political Science major at Columbia University offers a rigorous curriculum emphasizing
political theory, comparative politics, international relations, and American politics. It
integrates interdisciplinary approaches and provides access to renowned faculty and
research opportunities.

What types of career paths can a Political Science major
from Columbia pursue?
Graduates can pursue careers in government, public policy, international organizations,



law, journalism, academia, and non-profits, benefiting from Columbia's strong alumni
network and location in New York City.

Does Columbia's Political Science program offer
opportunities for internships?
Yes, Columbia University leverages its New York City location to provide numerous
internship opportunities in political institutions, NGOs, media, and international
organizations, enhancing practical experience for Political Science majors.

What are the admission requirements for the Political
Science major at Columbia?
Admission to Columbia College requires a strong academic record, standardized test scores,
essays, and recommendations. Declaring a Political Science major typically requires
completing introductory courses and meeting GPA criteria within the department.

Are there any unique research centers or institutes
affiliated with Columbia's Political Science department?
Yes, Columbia hosts several research centers such as the Saltzman Institute of War and
Peace Studies and the Institute for Social and Economic Research and Policy, offering
Political Science students access to cutting-edge research and events.

How does Columbia's Political Science program
incorporate global perspectives?
The program emphasizes comparative politics and international relations, encouraging
students to study diverse political systems and global issues. Opportunities include study
abroad programs and courses taught by globally recognized scholars.

What is the class size like for Political Science courses
at Columbia?
Class sizes vary, with introductory courses often larger, while upper-level seminars are
smaller, fostering interactive discussions and close faculty-student engagement.

Can students double major or minor in Political Science
at Columbia?
Yes, students at Columbia College can double major or minor in Political Science, allowing
them to combine their interests with other fields such as economics, history, or philosophy.

Does Columbia offer graduate programs in Political



Science?
Yes, Columbia's Graduate School of Arts and Sciences offers Master's and Ph.D. programs in
Political Science, focusing on advanced research and specialization in fields like political
theory, comparative politics, and international relations.

Additional Resources
1. American Political Thought: A Norton Anthology
This comprehensive anthology offers a diverse collection of writings by key figures in
American political thought. It covers foundational ideas from the colonial period to
contemporary debates, providing insight into the evolution of political ideologies and
practices in the United States. Ideal for Columbia political science majors, it enriches
understanding of the country's political heritage and theoretical underpinnings.

2. The Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay
A cornerstone text for understanding the foundations of American government, The
Federalist Papers present arguments advocating for the ratification of the U.S. Constitution.
These essays explore themes of federalism, checks and balances, and the separation of
powers. Columbia students can gain a deeper appreciation of constitutional design and
political strategy through this classic work.

3. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville
This seminal work offers a detailed analysis of American democracy in the early 19th
century. Tocqueville examines the strengths and potential weaknesses of democratic
institutions and social equality in the U.S. Political science majors at Columbia will find this
book valuable for its comparative approach and enduring insights into democratic
governance.

4. The Origins of Political Order by Francis Fukuyama
Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions from prehuman times to the
French Revolution. The book emphasizes the importance of the rule of law, accountable
government, and state-building. Columbia students studying political science will benefit
from Fukuyama’s interdisciplinary approach combining history, sociology, and political
theory.

5. Political Order and Political Decay by Francis Fukuyama
As a continuation of his earlier work, Fukuyama explores the challenges of political
development in the modern world, focusing on political decay, corruption, and institutional
failure. This volume is crucial for understanding the dynamics of state capacity and
governance. Columbia political science majors will gain insights into contemporary political
problems and reform strategies.

6. States and Social Revolutions by Theda Skocpol
Skocpol offers a comparative analysis of social revolutions in France, Russia, and China,
emphasizing the role of state structures and social forces. This work is foundational in
understanding state formation and revolutionary change from a sociopolitical perspective.
It is highly recommended for Columbia students interested in comparative politics and
historical institutionalism.



7. Why Nations Go to War by John G. Stoessinger
This book provides a concise overview of the causes of war, blending historical case studies
with political science theory. It discusses factors such as nationalism, economic interests,
and political miscalculations. Columbia political science majors will find it an accessible
introduction to international relations and conflict studies.

8. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order by Samuel P. Huntington
Huntington argues that future global conflicts will be shaped by cultural and civilizational
identities rather than ideological or economic differences. The book challenges
conventional views on post-Cold War geopolitics and offers a provocative framework for
understanding international relations. This title is essential for Columbia students focusing
on global politics and security studies.

9. Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? by Michael J. Sandel
Sandel explores major philosophical theories of justice through engaging examples and
moral dilemmas. The book encourages readers to critically evaluate concepts of fairness,
rights, and the common good. Columbia political science majors will appreciate its blend of
political philosophy and practical application in contemporary society.
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