political science major uc davis

political science major uc davis offers students an exceptional opportunity to explore the complexities of
governance, public policy, international relations, and political theory within a dynamic academic setting.
UC Davis is renowned for its comprehensive political science curriculum, emphasizing critical thinking,
research methodologies, and real-world applications. This article delves into the program’s structure, the
variety of courses available, faculty expertise, research opportunities, and career pathways associated with
earning a political science degree at UC Davis. Prospective students will find valuable insights into how the
major prepares graduates for diverse professional fields, including law, government, advocacy, and
academia. Additionally, this overview highlights extracurricular activities, internships, and networking
prospects that enrich the educational experience. The following sections provide a detailed guide to
understanding what a political science major at UC Davis entails and how it stands out among other

institutions.
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Overview of the Political Science Major at UC Davis

The political science major at UC Davis is designed to equip students with a robust understanding of
political systems, theoretical frameworks, and contemporary political issues. It encourages analytical
thinking and effective communication, essential for interpreting political phenomena on local, national, and
global scales. The department emphasizes interdisciplinary approaches, integrating economics, sociology,
history, and law to provide a well-rounded perspective. UC Davis’s political science program fosters critical
inquiry into the mechanisms of power, governance, public policy, and international affairs, preparing

students to engage actively in civic life and professional arenas.

Program Structure and Degree Requirements

To earn a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science at UC Davis, students must complete a series of core courses,



electives, and a senior thesis or capstone project. The curriculum balances theoretical knowledge with
practical skills such as research design, data analysis, and policy evaluation. Students typically take around
48 units within the major, including foundational classes in American politics, comparative politics,
international relations, and political theory. The program encourages students to develop a specialization

through elective coursework tailored to their interests.

Unique Features of the UC Davis Political Science Program

UC Davis offers a diverse and inclusive environment with a focus on experiential learning. The
department supports study abroad programs, guest lectures from political practitioners, and collaborative
projects with government agencies and NGOs. This approach allows political science majors to gain

firsthand experience and build professional networks, enhancing their academic and career trajectories.

Academic Curriculum and Specializations

The political science major at UC Davis features a comprehensive curriculum that covers multiple subfields
to accommodate varied academic interests and career goals. Students can choose from several specializations

that deepen their expertise in specific areas of political science.

Core Courses

Core courses provide foundational knowledge essential for all political science majors. These typically

include:

Introduction to American Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods in Political Science

Specialization Areas

UC Davis allows students to focus their studies in one or more of the following concentrations:



e American Politics: Study of U.S. political institutions, electoral behavior, and public opinion.

e Comparative Politics: Examination of political systems, development, and democratization worldwide.
¢ International Relations: Analysis of global diplomacy, conflict, and cooperation.

e Political Theory: Exploration of philosophical foundations and normative questions in politics.

¢ Public Policy and Administration: Focus on policy analysis, implementation, and governmental

structures.

Capstone and Thesis Options

In their senior year, political science majors at UC Davis have the option to undertake a capstone project or
write an honors thesis. These projects involve original research, critical analysis, and academic writing
under faculty supervision, allowing students to apply their knowledge to complex political questions and

contribute to scholarly discussions.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

UC Davis boasts a distinguished political science faculty whose expertise spans a broad range of fields,
including electoral politics, international security, political economy, and social movements. Faculty
members actively engage in research, publishing in leading academic journals, and often involve students

in their projects.

Faculty Expertise and Mentorship

Students benefit from close mentorship by professors who are leaders in their disciplines. Faculty members
provide guidance on course selection, research design, and professional development, fostering an

intellectually stimulating environment conducive to academic success.

Research Centers and Institutes

UC Davis supports political science research through various centers and institutes, which provide resources

and collaborative opportunities. Notable examples include:

e Center for the Study of Democracy



e Institute of Governmental Affairs

¢ Global Affairs Program

These entities facilitate interdisciplinary research, public lectures, and policy discussions, enriching the

academic experience for political science majors.

Undergraduate Research Opportunities

Political science students at UC Davis can participate in research assistantships, independent studies, and
summer research programs. These experiences help develop critical skills in data collection, qualitative and

quantitative analysis, and policy evaluation, preparing students for graduate studies or professional careers.

Extracurricular and Internship Programs

Beyond academic coursework, UC Davis offers numerous extracurricular activities and internship
opportunities tailored for political science majors. These programs enhance practical skills, professional

connections, and civic engagement.

Student Organizations

There are several student-run groups focused on politics and public affairs, such as:

Political Science Student Association

Model United Nations

Young Democrats and Young Republicans

Public Policy Club

Participation in these organizations allows students to engage in debates, organize events, and network

with peers who share similar interests.

Internship Opportunities

Internships are a cornerstone of the political science major at UC Davis, offering real-world experience in



government offices, non-profits, advocacy groups, and political campaigns. The university’s location near
Sacramento, the state capital, provides ample access to internships in legislative, executive, and judicial

branches of government.

Career Development Resources

The political science department collaborates with the university’s career center to offer workshops,
resume reviews, and job fairs specifically geared toward political science students. These resources support

students in securing internships and employment in competitive fields.

Career Prospects and Alumni Outcomes

A political science major at UC Davis prepares graduates for a wide range of career paths. The program’s
emphasis on analytical skills, research, and communication equips students to succeed in various professional

environments.

Common Career Paths

Graduates often pursue careers in:

e Government and Public Administration

Law and Legal Services

International Organizations and Diplomacy

Nonprofit and Advocacy Groups

Political Consulting and Campaign Management

Journalism and Media

Academia and Research

Graduate and Professional Studies

Many UC Davis political science alumni continue their education in law schools, public policy programs,



international relations, or political science graduate degrees. The strong academic foundation provided by

the major facilitates admission to competitive graduate programs across the country.

Notable Alumni and Networking

UC Davis political science graduates hold influential roles in government agencies, think tanks, and
international institutions. The department’s alumni network offers valuable connections and mentorship

opportunities for current students and recent graduates entering the political arena.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What courses are included in the Political Science major at UC Davis?

The Political Science major at UC Davis includes courses in American politics, comparative politics,

international relations, political theory, public policy, and research methods.

Does UC Davis Political Science offer opportunities for undergraduate

research?

Yes, UC Davis offers various opportunities for undergraduate research in Political Science, including

faculty-mentored projects, research assistant positions, and honors thesis options.

‘What career paths are common for UC Davis Political Science graduates?

Graduates often pursue careers in government, public policy, law, international organizations, non-profits,

journalism, and academia.

Can Political Science majors at UC Davis participate in internships?

Yes, UC Davis encourages Political Science majors to engage in internships with government agencies,

NGOs, political campaigns, and other organizations to gain practical experience.

Is there a student organization related to Political Science at UC Davis?

Yes, the UC Davis Political Science Student Association (PSSA) provides networking, events, and

professional development opportunities for students.

What are the graduation requirements for a Political Science major at UC



Davis?

Students must complete lower-division prerequisites, core Political Science courses, upper-division

electives, and often a senior capstone or research project.

Are there study abroad opportunities for Political Science majors at UC

Davis?

Yes, UC Davis offers study abroad programs that allow Political Science students to gain international

experience and take relevant courses overseas.

How competitive is admission to the Political Science major at UC Davis?

Admission to the Political Science major is generally open to UC Davis students who meet the prerequisite

course requirements, but course enrollment can be competitive.

Does UC Davis Political Science provide advising for career planning?

Yes, the Political Science department offers academic advising and career counseling to help students plan

their coursework and career paths effectively.

Additional Resources

1. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to comparative politics, focusing on the structures of
governments and political choices made worldwide. It covers key topics such as democracy,
authoritarianism, political institutions, and policy outcomes. UC Davis political science majors will find its

clear explanations and global case studies particularly useful for understanding different political systems.

2. American Government and Politics Today

A foundational text for students studying American politics, this book provides an in-depth look at the U.S.
political system, including the Constitution, federalism, political parties, and elections. It incorporates
current political events and trends, helping students relate theoretical concepts to contemporary issues. This

resource is ideal for UC Davis students focusing on U.S. government and political behavior.

3. International Relations: Perspectives and Controversies

This book explores the major theories and debates in international relations, including realism, liberalism,
and constructivism. It discusses global issues such as security, diplomacy, international organizations, and

globalization. UC Davis students can gain a solid grounding in how states interact on the world stage and

the complexities of global politics.

4. Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives



A key resource for understanding the policymaking process, this book covers how policies are formulated,
implemented, and evaluated. It includes real-world examples and analytical tools that help students
critically assess policy alternatives. Political science majors at UC Davis will benefit from its practical

approach to public policy analysis.

5. Political Theory: An Introduction

This introductory text surveys the major political theories and philosophers from ancient to modern times.
It examines concepts such as justice, liberty, equality, and democracy, providing a foundation for critical
thinking about political ideas. UC Davis students will find it essential for courses in political philosophy and

theory.

6. Environmental Politics and Policy

Focusing on the intersection of politics and environmental issues, this book discusses key topics like climate
change, sustainability, and environmental regulation. It explores how governments, interest groups, and
citizens influence environmental policy. This book is particularly relevant for UC Davis students interested

in environmental politics within the political science discipline.

7. Gender and Politics: Women, Men, and the Political Process

This book examines the role of gender in political participation, representation, and policy outcomes. It
addresses issues such as gender inequality, feminist political theory, and the impact of gender on political
behavior. UC Davis political science majors will gain insights into how gender shapes politics domestically

and globally.

8. Political Economy: Institutions, Competition, and Representation

Integrating economics and political science, this book analyzes how political institutions influence economic
policies and outcomes. It covers topics like voting behavior, interest groups, and economic development. UC
Davis students studying political economy will find this book valuable for understanding the dynamics

between politics and markets.

9. Social Movements and Political Change

This text explores the origins, strategies, and impacts of social movements in shaping political change. It
includes case studies on civil rights, environmental activism, and other grassroots campaigns. UC Davis
political science majors can use this book to understand the power of collective action in democratic

societies.
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