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political science major ucla offers a rigorous and dynamic academic
experience for students interested in understanding government systems,
political behavior, and public policies. UCLA’s Department of Political
Science is renowned for its comprehensive curriculum, distinguished faculty,
and extensive research opportunities. Students pursuing a political science
major at UCLA gain critical analytical skills, a deep understanding of
political institutions, and expertise in global affairs. This article
explores the academic structure, specializations, career prospects, and
extracurricular opportunities available to political science majors at UCLA.
Additionally, it highlights the department’s resources and how students can
maximize their educational experience. The following sections provide a
detailed overview of what it means to study political science at UCLA and how
the program prepares students for diverse career paths.
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Overview of the Political Science Major at UCLA

The political science major at UCLA is designed to provide students with a
thorough understanding of political theory, comparative politics,
international relations, and American government. As one of the most popular
majors at the university, it attracts students who are passionate about
politics, policy analysis, and governance. The program emphasizes the
development of critical thinking, quantitative reasoning, and effective
communication skills.

Students in the political science major at UCLA engage with a diverse array
of topics including electoral systems, political ideologies, international
diplomacy, and public policy evaluation. The department encourages
interdisciplinary learning by integrating insights from economics, sociology,
history, and law. This broad academic approach equips students with a
versatile skill set applicable to various professional fields.

Academic Curriculum and Specializations

The curriculum for the political science major at UCLA is structured to
provide both foundational knowledge and specialized expertise. Students must



complete core courses that cover the essential areas of political science,
followed by electives that allow them to concentrate on specific interests
within the discipline.

Core Courses

Core courses establish a strong base in political science theory and
methodology. These typically include:

Introduction to American Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods in Political Science

Specialization Tracks

UCLA offers several specialization tracks enabling students to tailor their
education according to career goals or academic interests. Popular tracks
include:

American Politics: Focuses on the institutions, behavior, and policies
within the United States political system.

Comparative Politics: Examines political systems and behavior across
different countries and cultures.

International Relations: Studies global political dynamics, diplomacy,
conflict, and cooperation among nations.

Political Theory: Explores normative questions about justice, democracy,
and rights through classical and contemporary political thought.

Public Policy: Analyzes the design, implementation, and effects of
governmental policies.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

The political science major at UCLA benefits from a distinguished faculty
known for their scholarly contributions and commitment to student mentorship.
Professors bring expertise in various subfields and often involve
undergraduates in research projects. This engagement enhances learning and



provides practical experience in political analysis.

Research Centers and Institutes

UCLA hosts several research centers that support political science students,
including:

The Center for the Study of Women, which investigates gender and
politics.

The Burkle Center for International Relations, focusing on global
affairs and diplomacy.

The Institute of the Environment and Sustainability, examining policy
related to environmental governance.

Undergraduate Research Opportunities

Students can participate in independent studies, assist faculty research
projects, or present findings at academic conferences. These experiences are
valuable for graduate school preparation or careers in policy analysis, law,
and governmental roles.

Career Paths and Alumni Success

A political science major from UCLA opens doors to a wide range of career
options in both the public and private sectors. Graduates are equipped with
analytical, communication, and problem-solving skills valued by employers
across industries.

Common Career Fields

Political science alumni from UCLA often pursue careers in:

Government agencies and public administration

Nonprofit organizations and advocacy groups

Political consulting and campaign management

International organizations and diplomacy

Law and legal services

Media and journalism



Academia and research institutions

Graduate and Professional Education

Many political science majors from UCLA continue their education by enrolling
in law school, public policy programs, or graduate studies in political
science and international relations. The program’s strong academic reputation
supports competitive applications to prestigious institutions.

Extracurricular Activities and Student
Organizations

Students majoring in political science at UCLA have access to numerous
extracurricular opportunities that complement their academic studies. These
activities foster leadership skills, networking, and practical experience in
political engagement.

Student Organizations

Popular groups include:

The UCLA Political Science Student Association, which organizes events,
speakers, and career panels.

Model United Nations, offering simulation experiences in international
diplomacy.

Young Democrats and Young Republicans, facilitating political activism
and debate.

Pre-Law Society, supporting students interested in legal careers.

Internships and Community Engagement

Internship programs connect students with local, state, and federal
government offices, NGOs, and political campaigns. These internships provide
practical insights and professional connections that enhance career
readiness.

Admission Requirements and Application Process



Prospective students interested in declaring a political science major at
UCLA must meet the university’s general admission criteria and specific
departmental guidelines. Admission to UCLA is competitive, with a holistic
review of academic records, standardized test scores, extracurricular
involvement, and personal statements.

General UCLA Admission

Applicants should demonstrate strong academic performance in high school with
a focus on social sciences, history, and advanced coursework. Standardized
testing requirements may vary based on admission cycles and policies.

Declaring the Political Science Major

Once admitted to UCLA, students typically declare their political science
major by meeting minimum GPA requirements in prerequisite courses. Advising
offices provide guidance on course selection and academic planning to ensure
timely progress toward degree completion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core courses required for a Political
Science major at UCLA?

The core courses for a Political Science major at UCLA typically include
Introduction to Political Science, American Politics, Comparative Politics,
International Relations, and Political Theory. Students must also complete
upper-division seminars and electives within their chosen subfields.

How competitive is admission to the Political Science
program at UCLA?

Admission to UCLA's Political Science major is competitive due to the
university's overall selectivity. While the Political Science program itself
does not have a separate admission process, applicants are evaluated based on
their overall UCLA admission application, including academic performance,
test scores, and extracurricular involvement.

What career opportunities are available for UCLA
Political Science graduates?

Graduates with a Political Science degree from UCLA can pursue careers in
government, public policy, law, international relations, political
consulting, journalism, and academia. The program also provides a strong
foundation for graduate studies in law, public administration, and political
science.



Does UCLA Political Science offer research
opportunities for undergraduates?

Yes, UCLA's Political Science department encourages undergraduate research
through independent study courses, honors theses, and participation in
faculty-led research projects. Students can also join research centers
affiliated with the department for hands-on experience.

Are there any student organizations related to
Political Science at UCLA?

UCLA hosts several student organizations related to Political Science, such
as the UCLA Political Science Student Association (PSSA), Model United
Nations, and various political party clubs. These organizations provide
networking, professional development, and event opportunities.

How does UCLA Political Science integrate current
political events into its curriculum?

UCLA's Political Science courses often incorporate current political events
through case studies, discussions, and assignments. Professors encourage
students to analyze contemporary issues, attend guest lectures by experts,
and engage in debates to connect theory with real-world politics.

Additional Resources
1. American Government: Power and Purpose
This comprehensive textbook offers an in-depth overview of the American
political system, focusing on the Constitution, federalism, and the roles of
political institutions. It explores the balance of power among branches of
government and the impact of citizens' participation. UCLA political science
majors will find it useful for understanding the foundational structures of
U.S. governance.

2. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices
This book examines various political systems across the world, analyzing
different forms of government, electoral systems, and political cultures. It
offers tools for comparing democracies, authoritarian regimes, and hybrid
systems, which is essential for students studying global political dynamics.
The text encourages critical thinking about how political structures
influence policy outcomes.

3. International Relations Theories: Discipline and Diversity
Focusing on the theoretical frameworks that explain global politics, this
book covers realism, liberalism, constructivism, and other key perspectives.
It provides case studies to illustrate how these theories apply to real-world
international events. UCLA students can deepen their understanding of how
states interact and the causes of conflict and cooperation.

4. Political Economy: Institutions, Competition, and Representation
This text explores the intersection of economics and politics, highlighting
how institutions shape economic policies and political behavior. It discusses
issues like regulation, public choice, and the role of economic interests in
political decision-making. The book is valuable for UCLA majors interested in
how economic factors influence governance and policy.



5. The Logic of American Politics
This book delves into the strategic behavior of political actors within the
American system, emphasizing how institutions structure incentives and
choices. It provides clear explanations of voting behavior, legislative
processes, and executive decision-making. Students benefit from its
analytical approach to understanding political outcomes.

6. Race and Ethnicity in American Politics
Examining the influence of race and ethnicity on political behavior and
policy, this book addresses topics such as voting rights, representation, and
social movements. It highlights the diversity of the American political
landscape and the challenges faced by minority groups. This text is crucial
for UCLA students exploring identity politics and social justice.

7. Political Behavior: The Dynamics of Public Opinion and Voting
This book investigates the factors that shape public opinion, political
participation, and electoral outcomes. It covers psychological, social, and
institutional influences on how individuals and groups engage with politics.
UCLA political science majors will find it helpful for understanding the
complexities of voter behavior.

8. Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives
Offering a detailed look at the policy-making process, this book covers
agenda setting, policy formulation, implementation, and evaluation. It
discusses various policy areas such as healthcare, education, and the
environment, providing analytical tools for assessing policy effectiveness.
The text is designed to equip students with practical skills in policy
analysis.

9. Environmental Politics and Policy
This book explores the political challenges related to environmental issues,
including climate change, sustainability, and resource management. It
examines the roles of governments, interest groups, and international
organizations in shaping environmental policy. UCLA students interested in
the intersection of politics and environmental science will find this book
particularly relevant.
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