
political science reference style
political science reference style is an essential component for academic writing within the
discipline of political science. Proper citation and referencing not only lend credibility to research but
also ensure that intellectual property rights are respected. This article explores the various political
science reference styles commonly used by scholars, including their formats, rules, and best
practices. Understanding these styles is crucial for students, researchers, and professionals who aim
to produce well-documented and authoritative political science papers. Furthermore, the article
highlights differences among citation systems, guidance on in-text citations, and reference lists
tailored for political science works. This comprehensive overview will help clarify how to properly
attribute sources and maintain academic integrity throughout political science writing.
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Overview of Political Science Reference Style
Political science reference style refers to the set of rules and conventions used to cite sources in
academic papers related to political science. This style ensures that all sources are properly credited,
allowing readers to verify information and follow up on the original research. The political science
discipline often requires a blend of citation styles depending on the publication or academic
institution’s guidelines. However, the core purpose remains consistent: to provide a clear,
standardized method for documenting sources such as books, journal articles, government
documents, and online materials.

Proper referencing in political science is particularly important because the field frequently involves
the analysis of complex theories, policies, and historical documents. Accurate citation helps to
distinguish original ideas from referenced information, thereby enhancing the credibility of the work.
Additionally, political science reference styles assist in preventing plagiarism and support academic
transparency.

Common Citation Styles in Political Science
There are several citation styles that are widely accepted in political science literature. The choice of
style typically depends on the preference of academic journals, instructors, or institutions. The most
commonly used political science reference styles include:



American Political Science Association (APSA) Style

Chicago Manual of Style

APA (American Psychological Association) Style

MLA (Modern Language Association) Style

Each style has its unique approach to structuring citations and reference lists, but APSA style is
specifically tailored for political science, making it the preferred choice in many political science
departments and publications.

American Political Science Association (APSA) Style
The APSA style is designed explicitly for political science research. It uses parenthetical in-text
citations combined with a detailed reference list at the end of the paper. APSA style follows the
author-date format, which allows readers to quickly identify sources without disrupting the flow of the
text. This style also requires full bibliographic information in the reference list, including authors’
names, publication year, title, and publication details.

Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago style is popular in many humanities and social sciences, including political science. It
provides two systems: the notes and bibliography system and the author-date system. For political
science, the author-date system is frequently used, which resembles the APSA style but with slight
variations in punctuation and formatting.

APA and MLA Styles
APA style is occasionally used in political science, especially in interdisciplinary studies involving
psychology or sociology. It emphasizes the publication year prominently in citations and is known for
its clarity and conciseness. MLA style is less common but may be used in political theory or
philosophy contexts, focusing more on author-page citations.

In-Text Citation Guidelines
In-text citations are a crucial part of any political science reference style. They provide immediate
source attribution within the body of the text, allowing readers to locate the full citation in the
reference list. Understanding how to correctly format in-text citations is essential to maintain the
accuracy and professionalism of political science writing.



Author-Date Format
The author-date format is predominant in political science reference styles such as APSA and Chicago
author-date. This format typically includes the author's last name and the publication year.

Example: (Smith 2020)

If directly quoting, include page number: (Smith 2020, 45)

When citing multiple works by the same author published in the same year, letters (a, b, c) are added
after the year to distinguish between sources.

Multiple Authors and Corporate Authors
For works with two authors, both names are listed in the citation (e.g., Smith and Jones 2019). For
three or more authors, the first author’s name is followed by "et al." (e.g., Smith et al. 2018).
Corporate authors, such as government agencies or organizations, are cited by their full name or
commonly recognized abbreviation.

Formatting Reference Lists and Bibliographies
The reference list or bibliography is a comprehensive compilation of all sources cited in the text.
Proper formatting of this section is crucial for political science reference style compliance and for
guiding readers toward the original sources.

General Structure of Reference Entries
Entries in the reference list generally include the following elements:

Author(s) name(s)1.

Year of publication2.

Title of the work (italicized for books and journals)3.

Publication details such as publisher or journal name, volume, and issue4.

Page numbers (if applicable)5.

Examples of Common Source Types
Correct formatting varies by source type:



Books: Smith, John. 2020. Political Theory in Practice. New York: Academic Press.

Journal Articles: Jones, Mary. 2019. "Democracy and Policy Making." Journal of Political
Analysis 12 (3): 234-256.

Government Documents: U.S. Department of State. 2021. Foreign Policy Report. Washington,
DC: Government Printing Office.

Online Sources: Brown, Lisa. 2018. "The Role of Social Media in Elections." Political Science
Today. Accessed March 5, 2024.

Best Practices for Using Political Science Reference
Styles
Adhering to best practices in political science reference style ensures clarity, consistency, and
academic integrity. The following guidelines help writers maintain high standards in citation and
referencing.

Consistency and Accuracy
Always use one reference style consistently throughout a document. Double-check all citations for
accuracy in author names, publication dates, and titles. Inconsistent citation can confuse readers and
undermine the credibility of the work.

Proper Use of Quotation and Paraphrasing
When directly quoting a source, include page numbers in the in-text citation. For paraphrasing, it is
still necessary to credit the original author to avoid plagiarism. Ensure quotations are accurate and
cited according to the chosen political science reference style.

Utilizing Citation Management Tools
Software tools such as Zotero, EndNote, and Mendeley can aid in managing citations and generating
reference lists in the correct political science reference style. These tools help streamline the research
and writing process, reducing the risk of formatting errors.

Review and Proofreading
Before submitting any political science paper, thoroughly review the reference list and in-text
citations for completeness and adherence to the required style. Proofreading is essential to catch
typographical errors and ensure that all sources are properly cited.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most commonly used reference style in political
science?
The American Political Science Association (APSA) style is the most commonly used reference style in
political science, providing specific guidelines on citation and formatting.

How do you cite a book in APSA style?
In APSA style, a book citation typically includes the author's last name, first name, year of publication,
title in italics, and the publisher. For example: Smith, John. 2020. Political Theories Today. Oxford
University Press.

Can APSA style be used for journal articles, and how?
Yes, APSA style is used for journal articles. The citation includes the author's name, year, article title
in quotation marks, journal name in italics, volume number, issue number (if available), and page
numbers. For example: Doe, Jane. 2019. "Democracy and Development." Journal of Political Science
45(2): 123-145.

What are the key differences between APSA and APA citation
styles in political science?
While both APSA and APA styles use author-date citations, APSA is tailored specifically for political
science with unique formatting rules such as the use of quotation marks for article titles and italicizing
journal names, whereas APA has broader social science guidelines and different punctuation and
capitalization rules.

Are footnotes commonly used in political science reference
styles?
In political science, footnotes are less common for citations when using APSA style, which prefers in-
text author-date citations. However, footnotes may still be used for supplementary information or
commentary rather than for referencing sources.

Additional Resources
1. Theories of International Politics and Zombies
This book by Daniel W. Drezner offers a unique and engaging introduction to international relations
theory by examining how different schools of thought would respond to a hypothetical zombie
apocalypse. It blends rigorous political science concepts with popular culture, making complex
theories accessible and entertaining. The text is useful for both students and scholars interested in
understanding the practical applications of international relations theories.

2. Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace



Authored by Hans J. Morgenthau, this classic work is foundational in the field of political realism.
Morgenthau argues that the pursuit of power and national interest governs international relations.
The book provides a critical framework for analyzing global politics and remains influential in both
academic and policy-making circles.

3. Democracy in America
Written by Alexis de Tocqueville, this seminal work explores the strengths and weaknesses of
American democracy in the early 19th century. Tocqueville’s analysis of political culture, civil society,
and social equality remains relevant for understanding democratic systems today. The book is
considered essential reading for students of comparative politics and democratic theory.

4. The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups
Mancur Olson’s influential book addresses the challenges groups face in organizing to achieve
common interests, especially the provision of public goods. Olson introduces the concept of the “free
rider” problem and explores how group size affects collective action. This work is pivotal in political
science, economics, and sociology for understanding interest group behavior.

5. The End of History and the Last Man
Francis Fukuyama’s provocative book argues that liberal democracy may signal the endpoint of
humanity’s sociocultural evolution. He examines the implications of this thesis for global politics,
history, and ideology. The work sparked extensive debate about the future of political systems after
the Cold War.

6. On War
Carl von Clausewitz’s classic treatise is a fundamental text in military strategy and political science. It
explores the complex relationship between war, politics, and society, emphasizing war as a
continuation of politics by other means. The book remains essential for understanding the strategic
dimensions of conflict and statecraft.

7. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community
Robert D. Putnam investigates the decline of social capital and civic engagement in the United States.
Through extensive data and analysis, Putnam discusses the implications of reduced community
participation for democracy and political life. This book is crucial for understanding the role of social
networks and trust in democratic governance.

8. The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French Revolution
Francis Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions from early human societies to the
modern state. The book combines history, anthropology, and political theory to explain how order and
governance evolve. It offers a broad and insightful perspective on the foundations of political systems.

9. Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy
Joseph A. Schumpeter’s influential work explores the dynamics of economic systems and their political
implications. He introduces the concept of “creative destruction” and discusses the challenges facing
capitalism and democracy. The book remains a key reference for understanding economic
development and political change.
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