political science ucsb major sheet

political science ucsb major sheet serves as an essential guide for students planning to pursue a
Political Science degree at the University of California, Santa Barbara. This comprehensive document
outlines all the necessary requirements, courses, and academic policies that students must follow to
successfully complete the major. Understanding the political science UCSB major sheet is crucial for
efficient academic planning and timely graduation. This article provides an in-depth overview of the
major sheet, including degree requirements, course options, recommended academic paths, and
additional resources available to students. Additionally, it highlights important considerations such as
prerequisite courses, elective selections, and opportunities for specialization within the political
science discipline. By the end of this article, students and advisors will have a clear understanding of
how to navigate the political science major at UCSB effectively.

e Overview of the Political Science Major at UCSB
e Core Requirements in the Political Science Major
e Elective Courses and Areas of Concentration

e Academic Policies and Graduation Requirements

e Advising and Additional Resources

Overview of the Political Science Major at UCSB

The political science UCSB major sheet provides a structured layout of the academic program
designed to expose students to the study of political systems, theories, and institutions. The major
emphasizes critical thinking, analytical skills, and an understanding of governmental processes both
domestically and internationally. UCSB's Department of Political Science offers a diverse curriculum
that covers subfields such as American politics, comparative politics, international relations, political
theory, and public policy. The major sheet helps students understand the sequence and combination
of courses needed to gain comprehensive knowledge in these areas. Additionally, it outlines the total
units required, the balance between lower-division and upper-division coursework, and the
importance of fulfilling general education alongside major-specific courses.

Core Requirements in the Political Science Major

The political science UCSB major sheet details the core coursework that forms the foundation of the
major. These core classes are mandatory and cover essential theories, methodologies, and
foundational knowledge critical for any political science student. The core requirements typically
consist of introductory courses as well as advanced seminars that delve deeper into specialized
topics.



Lower-Division Core Courses

Students must complete key lower-division courses that introduce them to the fundamentals of
political science. These courses provide an overview of political behavior, institutions, and
international relations. They also prepare students for more advanced upper-division coursework.

Upper-Division Core Courses

Upper-division requirements focus on more specialized and analytical topics. Students engage in
rigorous study of political theory, comparative politics, and empirical research methods. These
courses demand critical engagement with both classic and contemporary political science scholarship.

Introduction to American Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods in Political Science

Elective Courses and Areas of Concentration

The political science UCSB major sheet allows students flexibility through elective courses that enable
them to tailor their education to specific interests within the discipline. Electives can be chosen from
various subfields, allowing for an area of concentration or a broader interdisciplinary approach.

Specialization Tracks

Students may focus on specialized tracks such as American politics, comparative politics,
international relations, or political theory. Each track contains recommended electives aligned with
the thematic focus, fostering expertise and deeper understanding in that particular area.

Interdisciplinary Electives

In addition to political science courses, students can select electives from related departments such
as sociology, economics, history, and philosophy, which enrich their understanding of political
phenomena from multiple perspectives.

1. American Political Institutions and Processes



2. Global Governance and International Security
3. Political Philosophy and Ethics
4. Public Policy Analysis

5. Comparative Political Systems

Academic Policies and Graduation Requirements

Understanding the academic policies outlined in the political science UCSB major sheet is critical for
successful degree completion. The major sheet specifies the total units required, minimum grade
standards, residency requirements, and the distribution of coursework.

Unit Requirements

The political science major generally requires completion of approximately 48 to 52 units within the
department. This includes both lower-division prerequisites and upper-division major courses.
Students must also satisfy UCSB’s general education and University requirements to graduate.

Grade and GPA Standards

Students are required to maintain a minimum grade of C (or better) in all political science major
courses. Additionally, the department typically enforces a minimum GPA in major coursework to
qualify for graduation with the Political Science degree.

Residency and Transfer Policies

Transfer students should consult the major sheet for specific guidelines on credit transfers and
residency requirements. UCSB mandates a minimum number of upper-division units completed in
residence to ensure academic integrity and program consistency.

Advising and Additional Resources

The political science UCSB major sheet encourages students to utilize academic advising resources for
personalized guidance. Advisors assist with course selection, career planning, and meeting all
academic requirements.

Departmental Advising

The Political Science Department offers dedicated advising services that help students interpret the



major sheet, understand degree requirements, and explore opportunities such as internships and
research projects. Regular meetings with advisors are recommended to stay on track.

Career and Internship Opportunities

Students are encouraged to engage with career services and department-sponsored internship
programs. These resources provide practical experience in government, non-profits, policy analysis,
and related fields, complementing academic learning.

e Academic advising appointments
e Workshops and seminars

e Internship placement support

e Research assistantships

» Graduate school preparation

Frequently Asked Questions

What courses are required for the Political Science major at
UCSB according to the major sheet?

The Political Science major at UCSB requires students to complete foundational courses such as POLS
1, 2, 3, and 4, along with upper-division electives totaling at least 48 units, including a capstone
course or senior thesis.

Where can | find the most updated Political Science major
sheet for UCSB?

The most updated Political Science major sheet for UCSB can be found on the UCSB College of Letters
and Science website, under the Political Science department's undergraduate advising section.

Are there any GPA requirements listed on the UCSB Political
Science major sheet?

Yes, the UCSB Political Science major sheet typically requires students to maintain a minimum GPA of
2.0 in their major coursework to graduate with the Political Science degree.



Can | double major or minor alongside Political Science at
UCSB according to the major sheet?

Yes, UCSB encourages students to pursue double majors or minors alongside Political Science, and
the major sheet provides guidance on how to coordinate course requirements to fulfill multiple
programs.

Does the UCSB Political Science major sheet include
internship or research opportunities?

While the major sheet primarily outlines coursework, it also recommends students to engage in
internships, research projects, or honors theses to gain practical experience in Political Science.

How many units of upper-division Political Science courses are
required for the UCSB major?

The UCSB Political Science major requires students to complete at least 36 units of upper-division
Political Science courses as part of their degree requirements.

Additional Resources

1. “The Logic of American Politics” by Samuel Kernell and Steven S. Smith

This book provides an insightful introduction to the fundamental principles that shape American
political institutions and behavior. It emphasizes the importance of understanding the logic behind
political processes, including elections, legislative behavior, and judicial decision-making. The authors
use clear examples and up-to-date research to explain complex concepts, making it ideal for political
science majors at UCSB.

2. “Theories of International Politics and Zombies” by Daniel W. Drezner

Drezner creatively uses a hypothetical zombie outbreak to explore major theories of international

relations, such as realism, liberalism, and constructivism. This engaging approach helps students

grasp how different perspectives analyze global politics and crises. It is a useful resource for UCSB
students interested in both theory and practical applications in international affairs.

3. “The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations” by Gabriel A. Almond and
Sidney Verba

A classic in political science, this book examines the political culture of five countries and its impact
on democracy. Almond and Verba’'s comparative approach highlights the relationship between
citizens' attitudes and democratic stability. UCSB students studying political behavior and
comparative politics will find this work foundational.

4. “Democracy in America” by Alexis de Tocqueville

This seminal text provides a detailed analysis of American democracy in the early 19th century.
Tocqueville explores the strengths and potential weaknesses of democratic governance, including the
role of civil society and individualism. UCSB political science majors will benefit from its historical
perspective and enduring relevance.

5. “The Politics of the Environment: Ideas, Activism, Policy” by Neil Carter



Carter’s book offers a comprehensive overview of environmental politics, covering theoretical
frameworks, activism, and policy responses. It addresses key issues such as climate change,
sustainability, and environmental justice. This title is essential for UCSB students interested in the
intersection of politics and environmental studies.

6. “Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices” by Lowell Barrington

This text provides an accessible introduction to comparative politics, focusing on political structures,
institutions, and decision-making processes across different countries. Barrington’s clear explanations
and case studies help students understand the diversity of political systems. UCSB majors will find
this useful for courses in comparative politics.

7. “Political Ideologies: An Introduction” by Andrew Heywood

Heywood’s book presents a thorough overview of major political ideologies, including liberalism,
conservatism, socialism, and feminism. It explains their historical development and contemporary
relevance. This book is a key resource for UCSB students seeking to understand the ideological
foundations of political thought.

8. “The Oxford Handbook of Political Science” edited by Robert E. Goodin

This comprehensive handbook offers essays by leading scholars covering all major subfields of
political science. It provides both theoretical insights and discussions of current research trends. UCSB
political science majors can use this as a reference for advanced study and research projects.

9. “Power and Choice: An Introduction to Political Science” by W. Phillips Shively

Shively’s textbook introduces core concepts such as power, authority, governance, and political
behavior. It balances theory with practical examples, helping students develop a well-rounded
understanding of political science. UCSB students will find it a valuable foundational text for their
major coursework.
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