political science uh manoa

political science uh manoa is a distinguished academic program offered by the
University of Hawaii at Manoa, known for its comprehensive curriculum and diverse
research opportunities. This program explores the complexities of political systems,
governance, international relations, and public policy, providing students with a deep
understanding of political behavior and institutions. With a focus on both local and global
political dynamics, political science uh manoa prepares students for careers in
government, law, international organizations, and academia. The department emphasizes
critical thinking, analytical skills, and practical application through experiential learning
and engagement with contemporary political issues. Faculty members are renowned
experts in various subfields, contributing to a vibrant intellectual community. This article
will provide an in-depth overview of the political science uh manoa program, its academic
offerings, faculty expertise, research initiatives, and career pathways for graduates.
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Overview of the Political Science UH Manoa
Program

The political science uh manoa program is housed within the College of Social Sciences at
the University of Hawaii at Manoa. It offers a rigorous academic environment where
students study the theory and practice of politics at local, national, and international
levels. The program is designed to equip students with the analytical tools necessary to
critically assess political structures, public policies, and the impact of governance on
societies. Emphasizing both qualitative and quantitative research methods, the
department fosters interdisciplinary learning by connecting political science with
economics, sociology, history, and law.

Program Mission and Goals

The mission of the political science uh manoa program is to advance understanding of
political processes and institutions through teaching, research, and community
engagement. The program aims to develop students’ capacity for critical inquiry, ethical
reasoning, and civic responsibility. Students are encouraged to apply their knowledge to



real-world problems, promoting democratic values and social justice.

Unique Features of the Program

Political science uh manoa stands out for its focus on Pacific and Asian political issues,
reflecting the university’s strategic geographic location and cultural context. The program
offers specialized courses in Pacific Islands politics, Asian governance, environmental
policy, and indigenous political movements. Additionally, students benefit from small class
sizes, personalized mentorship, and opportunities to participate in research projects
addressing regional and global challenges.

Academic Curriculum and Degree Options

The curriculum in political science uh manoa is comprehensive and flexible, allowing
students to tailor their studies according to their interests and career goals. The
department offers undergraduate degrees, including a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science, as well as graduate degrees such as a Master of Arts and Ph.D. in Political
Science.

Undergraduate Degree Program

The Bachelor of Arts in Political Science provides foundational knowledge in political
theory, comparative politics, international relations, and American government. Core
courses include political analysis, public policy, and research methods, while electives
enable students to explore specialized topics. The program also encourages participation
in internships and study abroad programs to enhance practical experience.

Graduate Degree Programs

Graduate students in political science uh manoa engage in advanced coursework and
original research, culminating in a thesis or dissertation. The Master’s program prepares
students for professional roles in public administration, policy analysis, and diplomacy,
while the Ph.D. program focuses on producing scholars capable of contributing to
academic knowledge and public discourse. Graduate seminars cover advanced political
theory, quantitative methods, and area studies, with faculty guidance on research
projects.

Sample Courses Offered

e Introduction to Political Science

e Comparative Politics of Asia and the Pacific



International Relations Theory

Environmental Politics and Policy

Political Behavior and Public Opinion

Research Methods in Political Science

Indigenous Politics in Hawaii and the Pacific

Faculty Expertise and Research Areas

The political science uh manoa faculty comprises distinguished scholars specializing in
diverse fields including international relations, comparative politics, political theory, and
public policy. Their research contributes significantly to understanding political
phenomena both regionally and globally.

Key Research Themes

Faculty research encompasses a broad range of topics such as Pacific Island governance,
U.S. foreign policy in the Asia-Pacific region, environmental governance, social
movements, and democratization processes. The department promotes interdisciplinary
collaborations and community-engaged research to address pressing societal issues.

Notable Faculty Contributions

Professors in political science uh manoa have published extensively in leading academic
journals, participated in policy advisory roles, and presented at international conferences.
Their expertise enhances the academic environment and provides students with access to
cutting-edge knowledge and mentorship.

Student Resources and Extracurricular
Opportunities

The political science uh manoa program supports student success through a variety of
resources and extracurricular activities designed to enrich the academic experience and
foster professional development.

Academic Advising and Support Services

Students have access to dedicated academic advisors who assist with course planning,
degree requirements, and career guidance. Writing centers, research workshops, and



tutoring services are available to support academic achievement.

Clubs and Organizations

Several student organizations related to political science provide platforms for
networking, leadership development, and community engagement. These include debate
clubs, model United Nations teams, and political action groups that organize events, guest
lectures, and volunteer activities.

Internships and Study Abroad

The program encourages experiential learning through internships with government
agencies, non-profits, and international organizations. Additionally, study abroad
opportunities allow students to gain global perspectives by studying political systems in
different countries.

Career Paths and Alumni Success

Graduates of political science uh manoa are well-prepared for a variety of careers in
public service, law, international relations, education, and the private sector. The
program’s emphasis on analytical skills and practical knowledge equips students to
navigate complex political environments and contribute meaningfully to their
communities.

Common Career Fields

e Government and Public Administration

Law and Legal Services

International Organizations and Diplomacy

Nonprofit and Advocacy Groups

Political Campaigns and Consulting

e Academia and Research

Alumni Achievements

Alumni from political science uh manoa have attained leadership positions in government
agencies, international institutions, and academia. Many actively contribute to policy



development, community organizing, and scholarly research, demonstrating the program’s
impact on the broader political landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs are offered by the Political Science
department at UH Manoa?

The Political Science department at UH Manoa offers undergraduate degrees including a
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, as well as graduate programs such as a Master's in
Political Science and a PhD program.

How can I apply to the Political Science graduate
program at UH Manoa?

To apply to the Political Science graduate program at UH Manoa, you need to submit an
online application through the university's admission portal, including transcripts, letters
of recommendation, a statement of purpose, and GRE scores if required.

What research areas are prominent in UH Manoa's
Political Science department?

UH Manoa's Political Science department focuses on research areas such as Pacific Island
politics, international relations, comparative politics, political theory, and environmental
policy.

Are there internship opportunities for Political Science
students at UH Manoa?

Yes, UH Manoa's Political Science department encourages students to participate in
internships with government agencies, non-profits, and political organizations in Hawaii
and beyond to gain practical experience.

Does UH Manoa offer online courses or degrees in
Political Science?

UH Manoa offers some online courses in Political Science, but the availability of fully
online degrees may be limited. Prospective students should check the latest course catalog
for current offerings.

What career support does UH Manoa provide for
Political Science students?

UH Manoa provides career counseling, job placement assistance, networking events, and



workshops specifically tailored to Political Science students to help them pursue careers
in public service, law, academia, and related fields.

Additional Resources

1. Political Science: An Introduction to the Study of Politics

This foundational text offers a comprehensive overview of political science as a discipline,
covering key concepts, theories, and methodologies. It explores the nature of political
institutions, behavior, and the role of government in society. Ideal for students new to the
subject, it provides a solid grounding in political analysis.

2. Theories of Comparative Politics

This book delves into various theoretical frameworks used to compare political systems
across the world. It examines different political regimes, institutional structures, and
policy processes. The text is essential for understanding how political science scholars
analyze similarities and differences among countries.

3. International Relations and Global Politics

Focusing on the dynamics between nations, this book presents key ideas in international
relations, including diplomacy, conflict, and cooperation. It discusses major international
organizations and the impact of globalization on political interactions. The book is suitable
for those interested in how countries engage on the world stage.

4. Political Economy and Public Policy

This volume explores the intersection of economics and politics, analyzing how public
policies are formed and their socioeconomic impacts. It covers topics such as taxation,
government spending, and regulatory frameworks. Readers gain insight into the economic
underpinnings of political decision-making.

5. Democracy and Governance in the Pacific Islands

Focusing on the unique political environments of the Pacific region, this book examines
democratic practices, governance challenges, and political culture. It highlights case
studies from island nations, providing context to their political development. The text is
particularly relevant for understanding politics in the context of regional diversity.

6. Political Behavior and Public Opinion

This book investigates how citizens engage with politics through voting, protests, and
other forms of participation. It analyzes the formation and influence of public opinion on
policy and leadership. The text is useful for understanding the relationship between the
public and political institutions.

7. Political Institutions and Policy Making

Offering a detailed look at the structures of government, this book covers legislatures,
executives, and judicial systems. It explains how institutions shape policy outcomes and
the political process. The text is valuable for comprehending the mechanics behind
government operations.

8. Environmental Politics and Policy
This book discusses the political dimensions of environmental issues, including climate
change, conservation, and sustainability. It examines the roles of national governments,



international bodies, and non-governmental organizations. The text provides an
interdisciplinary perspective on environmental governance.

9. Ethnic Politics and Conflict Resolution

Focusing on the causes and management of ethnic conflict, this book explores theories
and case studies from various regions. It highlights strategies for peacebuilding and
political accommodation. The text is crucial for understanding the challenges of diversity
and conflict in political systems.
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