
portland state university accounting
portland state university accounting offers a comprehensive educational experience for students
aspiring to excel in the field of accounting. As a prominent program within the university’s School of
Business, it equips learners with essential knowledge, practical skills, and ethical understanding
necessary for successful careers in accounting and finance. Portland State University’s accounting
curriculum integrates foundational theories with contemporary industry practices, preparing
graduates for roles in public accounting, corporate finance, government agencies, and nonprofit
organizations. This program is designed to accommodate diverse student needs, including
undergraduates, graduates, and working professionals seeking certification or advanced expertise. In
this article, the key aspects of Portland State University accounting will be explored, including degree
offerings, faculty expertise, career opportunities, and the benefits of studying accounting at this
institution. The following sections provide an in-depth overview of the program’s structure, admission
requirements, and unique features.
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Overview of Portland State University Accounting
Program
The Portland State University accounting program is housed within the School of Business
Administration, recognized for its rigorous academic standards and commitment to student success.
The program emphasizes a blend of theoretical knowledge and applied skills, ensuring graduates are
well-prepared to meet the demands of the accounting profession. Students benefit from a curriculum
that covers critical areas such as financial accounting, managerial accounting, auditing, taxation, and
information systems. The program also highlights ethical considerations and regulatory environments
that shape the accounting landscape.

Program Mission and Goals
The mission of Portland State University accounting is to deliver high-quality education that fosters
analytical thinking, technical proficiency, and ethical responsibility. The goals include preparing
students for professional certifications such as CPA (Certified Public Accountant), CMA (Certified
Management Accountant), and other industry-recognized credentials. The program aims to develop



graduates who contribute effectively to their organizations and communities through sound financial
decision-making and accountability.

Industry Relevance and Accreditation
Portland State University’s accounting program maintains accreditation from reputable bodies,
ensuring alignment with national standards for accounting education. This accreditation enhances the
program’s credibility and assures students that their degree meets professional criteria. The
curriculum is regularly updated to reflect changes in accounting standards, tax laws, and emerging
technologies, providing students with current and relevant knowledge applicable to real-world
scenarios.

Degree Programs and Curriculum
Portland State University offers several degree options in accounting, including undergraduate and
graduate programs tailored to different career stages and goals. The curriculum is designed to build
foundational skills before advancing to specialized topics, enabling students to develop a
comprehensive understanding of accounting principles and practices.

Bachelor of Science in Accounting
The Bachelor of Science in Accounting program provides a solid foundation in accounting and
business principles. Core courses include financial accounting, managerial accounting, auditing,
taxation, and business law. Students also take supporting courses in economics, statistics, and
information systems to enhance their analytical capabilities. The program typically requires
completion of general education requirements alongside accounting-specific classes.

Master of Science in Accounting
The Master of Science in Accounting is designed for students seeking advanced knowledge to
enhance their career prospects or fulfill CPA exam requirements. This graduate program offers in-
depth study in areas such as advanced auditing, taxation strategies, financial reporting, and
accounting information systems. The curriculum also incorporates research methods and ethical
standards critical for leadership roles in accounting.

Certificate and Continuing Education Programs
For professionals and working students, Portland State University offers certificate programs and
continuing education courses focused on specialized areas of accounting. These programs provide
flexibility and targeted skill development in areas such as tax preparation, forensic accounting, and
managerial accounting. They serve as valuable resources for career advancement and professional
development.



Faculty and Resources
The quality of education in Portland State University accounting is supported by a team of
experienced faculty members with diverse expertise in accounting, finance, and business
management. Faculty members are active in research, consulting, and professional organizations,
bringing contemporary insights into the classroom.

Experienced and Credentialed Faculty
Faculty members hold advanced degrees such as PhDs and CPAs, and many have extensive
professional experience in public accounting firms, corporate finance departments, and government
agencies. Their combined academic and practical knowledge enriches the learning environment and
provides students with mentorship opportunities. Faculty engagement extends beyond teaching to
include student advisement, research collaboration, and career guidance.

State-of-the-Art Learning Facilities
Portland State University provides modern classrooms and technology resources tailored to
accounting education. Students have access to computer labs equipped with accounting software,
databases, and analytical tools essential for mastering contemporary accounting practices. The
university’s library and online resources further support research and study needs.

Career Opportunities and Professional Preparation
Graduates of Portland State University accounting are well-positioned to enter diverse career paths in
the accounting field. The program’s emphasis on practical skills, ethical standards, and professional
readiness ensures that students can successfully compete in the job market and pursue certification
exams.

Career Paths for Graduates
Common career destinations for Portland State University accounting graduates include:

Public Accounting Firms (audit, tax, consulting)

Corporate Accounting and Finance Departments

Government and Regulatory Agencies

Nonprofit Organization Accounting

Forensic Accounting and Fraud Examination

Financial Analysis and Advisory Services



CPA Exam Preparation and Support
The program offers specialized courses and resources to help students prepare for the CPA exam, a
critical credential for many accounting professionals. This includes review sessions, practice exams,
and guidance on meeting the educational requirements for CPA licensure. The university’s career
services also assist students with internship placements and networking opportunities within the
accounting community.

Admissions and Enrollment Process
Admission to the Portland State University accounting program follows the general university
application procedures with additional considerations for business and accounting majors. Prospective
students must demonstrate academic readiness and meet prerequisite requirements.

Undergraduate Admissions
Applicants to the Bachelor of Science in Accounting program need to submit official transcripts,
standardized test scores (if applicable), and complete general admission forms. The program values
strong performance in mathematics and business-related coursework. Transfer students must meet
specific criteria to receive credit for prior accounting classes.

Graduate Admissions
Admission to the Master of Science in Accounting requires a bachelor’s degree, preferably in
accounting or a related field. Applicants must provide transcripts, letters of recommendation, and a
statement of purpose. Some programs may require GRE or GMAT scores. Work experience in
accounting can be advantageous but is not always mandatory.

Student Support and Extracurricular Activities
Portland State University accounting students benefit from various support services and
extracurricular opportunities that enhance their academic experience and professional development.

Academic Advising and Tutoring
The School of Business provides dedicated academic advisors who assist students in course selection,
degree planning, and career exploration. Tutoring services are available for accounting courses to
help students overcome challenging topics and improve their understanding.

Student Organizations and Networking
Active student organizations, such as the Accounting Club and Beta Alpha Psi, offer networking
events, guest lectures, and community service projects. These groups provide platforms for students



to connect with peers, alumni, and industry professionals, fostering relationships that support career
advancement.

Internships and Experiential Learning
The program encourages participation in internships and cooperative education opportunities with
local businesses and accounting firms. These experiences allow students to apply classroom
knowledge in real-world settings, gain practical skills, and build professional resumes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What accounting programs are offered at Portland State
University?
Portland State University offers a Bachelor of Science in Accounting as well as a Master of
Accountancy (MAcc) program designed to prepare students for careers in public accounting, corporate
accounting, and auditing.

Is the accounting program at Portland State University
accredited?
Yes, Portland State University's accounting program is accredited by the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), which is a hallmark of excellence in business education.

Does Portland State University provide internship
opportunities for accounting students?
Yes, Portland State University has strong connections with local businesses and public accounting
firms, offering numerous internship opportunities to accounting students to gain practical experience.

What career services are available for accounting students at
Portland State University?
Portland State University provides career counseling, resume workshops, networking events, and job
fairs specifically tailored to accounting students to help them secure employment after graduation.

Can Portland State University accounting graduates sit for the
CPA exam?
Yes, the accounting curriculum at Portland State University meets the educational requirements for
students to sit for the Certified Public Accountant (CPA) exam in Oregon and many other states.



Are there student organizations related to accounting at
Portland State University?
Yes, Portland State University has student organizations such as the Accounting Club and Beta Alpha
Psi, which offer networking, professional development, and leadership opportunities for accounting
students.

What are the job placement rates for accounting graduates
from Portland State University?
Portland State University reports competitive job placement rates for its accounting graduates, with
many students securing positions in public accounting firms, corporate finance departments, and
government agencies within six months of graduation.

Additional Resources
1. Financial Accounting Fundamentals at Portland State University
This book provides a comprehensive introduction to financial accounting principles tailored for
Portland State University students. It covers essential topics such as the accounting cycle, financial
statements, and basic reporting standards. The text includes examples and case studies relevant to
the local business environment, aiding students in understanding practical applications.

2. Managerial Accounting Concepts for PSU Students
Designed specifically for Portland State University’s accounting curriculum, this book explores
managerial accounting techniques used in decision-making processes. Topics include budgeting, cost
behavior, and performance evaluation. Real-world scenarios from Portland-area companies help
contextualize the material for students.

3. Intermediate Accounting: A Portland State University Perspective
This intermediate-level textbook dives deeper into accounting standards and financial reporting, with
a focus on the frameworks taught at PSU. It emphasizes current Generally Accepted Accounting
Principles (GAAP) and the impact of financial regulations. Students will find detailed exercises that
reflect challenges faced by regional businesses.

4. Accounting Information Systems at Portland State University
Focusing on the integration of accounting and information technology, this book addresses how
information systems support accounting processes. PSU students will learn about system design, data
management, and internal controls with practical examples from local organizations. The book also
discusses emerging trends in accounting technology.

5. Auditing and Assurance Services: Portland State University Edition
This text introduces auditing principles and procedures, tailored to the PSU accounting program. It
covers risk assessment, audit planning, and ethical considerations in the auditing profession. Case
studies include audits of companies within the Portland metropolitan area to enhance relevance.

6. Taxation Principles for Portland State University Accounting Students
Providing an overview of federal and state taxation, this book is geared toward PSU students focusing
on tax accounting. It explains individual and corporate tax regulations, filing requirements, and tax



planning strategies. Local tax laws and recent legislative changes are highlighted to ensure up-to-
date knowledge.

7. Ethics in Accounting: A Portland State University Approach
This book explores the ethical challenges faced by accounting professionals, with a framework aligned
to PSU’s values and standards. Topics include professional responsibility, fraud prevention, and
regulatory compliance. Students engage with case studies reflecting ethical dilemmas in the Portland
business community.

8. Cost Accounting Techniques at Portland State University
Focusing on cost measurement and control, this book provides PSU students with methodologies for
managing manufacturing and service costs. It covers job order costing, activity-based costing, and
variance analysis. Examples from Oregon industries illustrate the application of cost accounting in
real business settings.

9. Advanced Financial Reporting: Portland State University Insights
This advanced text examines complex financial reporting issues, including consolidation, foreign
currency transactions, and lease accounting. Tailored for Portland State University’s upper-level
accounting courses, the book integrates theoretical concepts with practical examples from
multinational corporations operating in the Pacific Northwest. It prepares students for professional
accounting challenges.
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