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post test the late nineteenth century realism and naturalism marked a pivotal moment in
literary and artistic history, emphasizing a shift from romantic idealism to a more grounded
representation of everyday life and the forces shaping human existence. This period, spanning the
late 1800s, witnessed the rise of two influential movements: realism and naturalism. Both sought to
portray life with authenticity, yet they diverged in their approaches and philosophical underpinnings.
Realism focused on depicting ordinary characters and events with fidelity, while naturalism extended
this by incorporating a deterministic view influenced by scientific principles such as heredity and
environment. This article explores the defining characteristics, key figures, and thematic concerns of
late nineteenth-century realism and naturalism, as well as their lasting impact on literature and
culture. Understanding these movements through a post-test lens reveals how they challenged
prevailing artistic norms and laid the groundwork for modern narrative techniques. The following
sections delve into the origins, distinguishing features, representative works, and critical reception of
these literary currents.
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Origins and Historical Context of Late Nineteenth
Century Realism and Naturalism
The late nineteenth century was a period of profound social, economic, and scientific transformation,
which directly influenced the emergence of realism and naturalism. The Industrial Revolution
catalyzed urbanization, altering traditional lifestyles and social structures, while advances in science,
particularly Darwin’s theory of evolution, challenged established worldviews. These changes
prompted writers and artists to seek new methods of representation that mirrored the complexities of
contemporary life. Realism emerged initially in France as a reaction against romanticism, aiming to
depict life without embellishment or idealization. Naturalism followed closely, intensifying realism’s
focus on the environment and heredity as forces shaping human destiny. Both movements reflected a
growing interest in objectivity and empirical observation, aligning with broader intellectual trends of
the era.



Key Characteristics of Realism in Literature and Art
Realism prioritized the truthful and accurate portrayal of everyday life, emphasizing middle-class
values, ordinary people, and plausible events. It rejected the exaggerated emotions and fantastical
elements typical of romanticism. Realist writers and artists concentrated on detailed descriptions,
complex characters, and social realities, employing a straightforward narrative style. The movement's
commitment to verisimilitude was evident in its focus on dialogue, setting, and psychological depth.
Realism sought to illuminate societal issues by presenting life as it was, without moralizing or
sensationalism.

Techniques and Style in Realist Works
Realist literature is characterized by several techniques that enhance its authenticity and
accessibility:

Detailed Descriptions: Emphasis on precise settings and environments to ground the
narrative in reality.

Complex Characters: Portrayal of individuals with psychological depth and moral ambiguity.

Objective Narration: Use of an impartial narrator who refrains from overt commentary.

Focus on Everyday Life: Attention to commonplace events and social interactions.

Defining Features of Naturalism and Its Philosophical
Foundations
Naturalism evolved as an extension of realism but incorporated a more scientific and deterministic
worldview. Influenced by positivism and Darwinian theories, naturalist writers viewed humans as
subject to forces beyond their control, such as heredity, social environment, and economic conditions.
This perspective led to a more pessimistic and often darker portrayal of life, emphasizing struggle,
survival, and the influence of innate instincts. Naturalism aimed to explore the underlying causes of
human behavior through a clinical and objective lens, often highlighting the plight of marginalized
individuals.

Determinism and Objectivity in Naturalism
The philosophical core of naturalism centers on the concept of determinism, which posits that human
actions and fate are predetermined by biological and environmental factors. Naturalist authors
employed a scientific approach to narrative construction, treating their characters as subjects in an
experiment. This approach involved meticulous observation and documentation of social conditions,
often exposing harsh realities such as poverty, addiction, and social injustice. Naturalism’s
commitment to objectivity sought to remove authorial bias, allowing the narrative to reveal truths
about human nature and society.



Major Authors and Works Exemplifying Realism and
Naturalism
The late nineteenth century produced numerous influential authors whose works exemplify the
principles of realism and naturalism. These writers utilized their craft to scrutinize society and human
behavior, producing classics that remain central to literary studies.

Notable Realist Writers and Their Contributions

Gustave Flaubert: Known for "Madame Bovary," Flaubert’s precise style and focus on middle-
class life epitomize realism’s dedication to authenticity.

Henry James: His psychological insight and detailed character studies, as seen in works like
"The Portrait of a Lady," highlight realism’s complexity.

William Dean Howells: Often called the "Dean of American Letters," Howells advocated for
literary realism in the United States.

Prominent Naturalist Authors and Their Key Texts

Émile Zola: A leading figure in naturalism, Zola’s "Germinal" and "Thérèse Raquin" examine
social determinism and human struggle.

Stephen Crane: His novel "Maggie: A Girl of the Streets" portrays the impact of environment
on individual destiny.

Theodore Dreiser: Works like "Sister Carrie" explore the forces of urbanization and economic
hardship.

Thematic Concerns and Social Commentary in Late
Nineteenth Century Movements
Both realism and naturalism engaged deeply with social issues, serving as vehicles for critique and
reflection on the conditions of their time. Themes such as class disparity, gender roles,
industrialization, and moral ambiguity permeate their narratives, providing insight into the
complexities of human experience during a period of rapid change.



Common Themes Explored by Realist and Naturalist Writers

Social Class and Economic Struggle: Examination of the effects of wealth and poverty on
individuals and communities.

Environment and Heredity: Analysis of how external and genetic factors shape human
behavior.

Urbanization and Modernity: Depiction of city life and its challenges in the industrial age.

Human Psychology and Morality: Exploration of complex character motivations and ethical
dilemmas.

Legacy and Influence of Realism and Naturalism in
Modern Literature
The impact of late nineteenth century realism and naturalism extends far beyond their historical
period, influencing countless writers and artistic movements in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. Their commitment to truthful representation and exploration of social realities paved the
way for modernist experimentation and contemporary narrative forms. Elements of their styles and
themes can be seen in modern novels, films, and other media that continue to grapple with the
human condition in realistic and scientifically informed ways. The post test the late nineteenth
century realism and naturalism remains vital for understanding the evolution of literary expression
and the ongoing dialogue between art and society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main characteristics of late nineteenth century
realism?
Late nineteenth century realism focuses on representing everyday life and society with accuracy and
detail, often highlighting the lives of ordinary people and social issues without idealization.

How does naturalism differ from realism in the late
nineteenth century?
Naturalism is an extension of realism but emphasizes the influence of environment, heredity, and
social conditions on human behavior, often portraying characters as victims of forces beyond their
control.



Who are some prominent authors associated with late
nineteenth century realism?
Notable authors include Gustave Flaubert, Henry James, and George Eliot, who portrayed detailed and
nuanced representations of middle-class society and moral dilemmas.

Which writers are considered key figures in naturalism during
the late nineteenth century?
Key naturalist writers include Émile Zola, Stephen Crane, and Frank Norris, who explored themes of
determinism and the impact of environment on individuals.

What social issues are commonly explored in late nineteenth
century realism and naturalism?
Both movements often explore issues such as class struggle, poverty, industrialization, gender roles,
and the impact of science and social environment on human life.

How did late nineteenth century realism influence modern
literature?
Realism's focus on detailed, truthful depiction of life paved the way for modern literature to explore
complex characters and social realities without romanticization or melodrama.

What role does determinism play in naturalist literature of the
late nineteenth century?
Determinism is central to naturalism, suggesting that individuals' lives and choices are shaped by
heredity, environment, and social conditions, limiting free will.

Can you give an example of a naturalist novel from the late
nineteenth century and its main theme?
Émile Zola's 'Germinal' is a classic naturalist novel that depicts the harsh conditions of coal miners,
emphasizing the struggle between labor and capital as shaped by social and economic forces.

How did realism and naturalism address the portrayal of
women in the late nineteenth century?
Realism and naturalism often depicted women in complex roles, highlighting their social constraints
and struggles, sometimes critiquing traditional gender roles and expectations.

What historical factors contributed to the rise of realism and



naturalism in the late nineteenth century?
Industrialization, urbanization, scientific advancements, and social changes such as the rise of the
middle class and increased awareness of social inequalities contributed to the rise of these literary
movements.

Additional Resources
1. The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
This novel is a vivid portrayal of a young soldier's experience during the American Civil War. It
explores themes of courage, fear, and the harsh realities of battle, embodying the naturalistic focus
on environment and psychological struggle. Crane's realistic depiction of war's chaos and the
protagonist's internal conflict reflects the late nineteenth-century literary movement toward realism
and naturalism.

2. Maggie: A Girl of the Streets by Stephen Crane
Set in the slums of New York City, this novel presents a grim and unvarnished depiction of urban
poverty and its impact on individuals. Crane uses naturalistic techniques to show how environment
and heredity shape the characters' destinies. The story highlights social determinism and the struggle
for survival in a harsh society.

3. Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser
This novel follows the journey of a young woman who moves to Chicago and experiences the
complexities of urban life and social mobility. Dreiser's work exemplifies naturalism through its
detailed observation of characters influenced by their environment and social conditions. The book
critically examines the American Dream and the forces that shape individual fate.

4. The Awakening by Kate Chopin
Chopin's novel centers on a woman's quest for personal freedom and self-discovery in a restrictive
society. It combines realist attention to social detail with naturalist themes of individual struggle
against societal norms. The book explores themes of identity, gender roles, and emotional awakening
in the late nineteenth century.

5. McTeague by Frank Norris
This novel is a powerful example of naturalism, portraying the life of a San Francisco dentist whose
character is shaped by greed, environment, and heredity. Norris presents a deterministic view of
human nature, emphasizing the influence of primal instincts and social conditions. The story is a stark
examination of the darker side of human behavior.

6. The Jungle by Upton Sinclair
Sinclair's novel exposes the harsh realities of the meatpacking industry and immigrant life in Chicago.
It uses naturalistic detail to reveal exploitation, poverty, and corruption, aiming to inspire social
reform. The book is a critical social document that blends realism with a reformist agenda.

7. Red Harvest by Dashiell Hammett
Though slightly later, this novel incorporates naturalistic elements in its gritty depiction of crime and
corruption in a small town. Hammett's realistic narrative style and focus on the darker aspects of
human nature align with the themes of late nineteenth-century realism and naturalism. The book is
notable for its cynical tone and moral ambiguity.



8. An American Tragedy by Theodore Dreiser
This novel explores the life of a young man whose ambitions and social environment lead to a tragic
downfall. Dreiser uses naturalistic techniques to highlight the effects of social pressures and inherited
traits on individual destiny. The work critiques the American class system and the pursuit of success.

9. Call of the Wild by Jack London
London's story follows a domesticated dog that reverts to a wild state in the Yukon Territory. The
novel exemplifies naturalism through its focus on survival, instinct, and the struggle against nature.
London's vivid descriptions and exploration of primal forces reflect the naturalistic fascination with
environment and heredity.
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