
power series cheat sheet

power series cheat sheet serves as an essential guide for students, educators, and professionals

dealing with mathematical series expansions. This comprehensive resource covers the foundational

concepts, convergence criteria, common power series expansions, and useful applications in calculus

and analysis. Understanding power series is critical for solving complex problems in mathematical

analysis, physics, and engineering. The cheat sheet encapsulates key formulas, definitions, and

techniques for manipulating and utilizing power series effectively. Additionally, it highlights the radius of

convergence and interval of convergence, which are crucial for determining the validity of a series

expansion. This article also includes notable examples and standard expansions of elementary

functions. The following table of contents outlines the main topics covered in this power series cheat

sheet.
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Introduction to Power Series

A power series is an infinite series of the form ∑cn(x - a)n, where cn represents the coefficients, a is the

center point, and x is the variable. Power series are fundamental in expressing functions as infinite



sums of powers of (x - a), enabling approximation of complex functions by polynomials. This

representation is particularly useful for analyzing functions that are otherwise difficult to handle

analytically. The center a is often zero, in which case the series is called a Maclaurin series. When a is

any real number, it is referred to as a Taylor series centered at a. Power series provide a bridge

between sequences and functions, facilitating the study of function behavior near a specific point.

Definition and General Form

The general form of a power series is:

f(x) = ∑n=0
∞ cn(x - a)n, where:

cn are coefficients determined by the function or sequence

a is the center of the series

x is the variable

This infinite sum converges or diverges depending on the value of x relative to a. The behavior of the

power series within its interval of convergence is critical to its practical application.

Relation to Taylor and Maclaurin Series

Power series are closely related to Taylor and Maclaurin series. A Taylor series expansion of a

function f at point a is given by:

f(x) = ∑n=0
∞ (f(n)(a)/n!) (x - a)n

When a = 0, this becomes the Maclaurin series. These series provide a method to express

differentiable functions as infinite polynomials, allowing for approximation and analysis.



Convergence of Power Series

The convergence of a power series is a key aspect that determines where the series accurately

represents the function. Convergence depends on the radius of convergence and the interval of

convergence. Understanding these concepts is fundamental to applying power series in mathematical

problems.

Radius of Convergence

The radius of convergence R defines the distance from the center a within which the power series

converges absolutely. It can be found using the Cauchy-Hadamard formula:

1/R = lim supn→∞ |cn|1/n

Alternatively, the ratio test can be used:

R = limn→∞ |cn / cn+1|, if the limit exists.

The series converges absolutely for all x such that |x - a| < R and diverges if |x - a| > R.

Interval of Convergence

The interval of convergence is the set of all x values for which the power series converges. It is

centered at a and extends from a - R to a + R. The endpoints of this interval require separate testing

to determine whether the series converges or diverges at those points. Common tests for endpoint

convergence include the alternating series test, p-series test, or direct substitution.

Absolute and Conditional Convergence

A power series may converge absolutely or conditionally within its interval. Absolute convergence

implies that the series formed by the absolute values of terms also converges. Conditional

convergence means the series converges but not absolutely. Absolute convergence guarantees

stability and allows term-by-term operations such as differentiation and integration within the interval.



Common Power Series Expansions

Several elementary functions have well-known power series expansions that serve as templates or

references for approximations and computations. These expansions are crucial components in

calculus, numerical analysis, and applied mathematics.

Exponential Function

The exponential function ex has the power series expansion centered at zero (Maclaurin series):

ex = ∑n=0
∞ xn / n!, valid for all real x.

Sine and Cosine Functions

The sine and cosine functions also have Maclaurin series expansions:

sin(x) = ∑n=0
∞ (-1)n x2n+1 / (2n+1)!

cos(x) = ∑n=0
∞ (-1)n x2n / (2n)!

Both series converge for all real values of x.

Geometric Series

The geometric series is one of the simplest power series, given by:

1 / (1 - x) = ∑n=0
∞ xn, valid for |x| < 1.

This series forms the basis for many other expansions and is often used in analysis and problem-

solving.



Natural Logarithm Function

The natural logarithm function ln(1 + x) can be expressed as a power series:

ln(1 + x) = ∑n=1
∞ (-1)n+1 xn / n, valid for -1 < x ≤ 1.

Operations on Power Series

Power series can be manipulated algebraically and analytically to perform differentiation, integration,

addition, multiplication, and composition. These operations preserve convergence within the radius of

convergence and enable flexible problem-solving techniques.

Term-by-Term Differentiation

Within the interval of convergence, power series can be differentiated term-by-term, resulting in

another power series:

If f(x) = ∑ cn(x - a)n, then

f'(x) = ∑ n cn (x - a)n-1

This property is essential for finding derivatives of functions represented by power series without

reverting to the original function form.

Term-by-Term Integration

Similarly, power series can be integrated term-by-term inside the radius of convergence:

If f(x) = ∑ cn(x - a)n, then

∫ f(x) dx = C + ∑ cn (x - a)n+1 / (n+1)

This technique simplifies the evaluation of integrals for functions expressed as power series.



Addition and Multiplication of Power Series

Power series can be added or multiplied term-by-term within their common interval of convergence:

Addition: The sum of two power series with the same center is the series formed by adding

corresponding coefficients.

Multiplication: The product of two power series is given by the Cauchy product, involving sums

over products of coefficients.

These operations expand the versatility of power series in function analysis and construction.

Applications of Power Series

Power series are indispensable in various branches of mathematics, physics, and engineering. They

provide methods for approximation, solving differential equations, and analyzing functions in complex

domains.

Function Approximation

Power series enable the approximation of functions by polynomials, which are easier to compute and

analyze. Truncating a power series after a finite number of terms yields polynomial approximations

with controllable accuracy. This is widely used in numerical methods and computer algorithms.

Solving Differential Equations

Many differential equations can be solved by assuming solutions in the form of power series. This

approach transforms differential equations into recursive relations for coefficients, facilitating the

derivation of explicit or approximate solutions.



Analytic Continuation and Complex Analysis

Power series are fundamental in complex analysis, where they represent analytic functions. They allow

for analytic continuation, extending the domain of functions beyond their initial definition via convergent

power series expansions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a power series?

A power series is an infinite series of the form \( \sum_{n=0}^{\infty} a_n (x - c)^n \), where \(a_n\) are

coefficients and \(c\) is the center of the series.

How do you find the radius of convergence of a power series?

The radius of convergence \(R\) can be found using the formula \( R = \frac{1}{\limsup_{n \to \infty}

|a_n|^{1/n}} \) or by applying the Ratio Test to the terms of the series.

What is the difference between power series and Taylor series?

A Taylor series is a specific type of power series centered at \( c \) where the coefficients \( a_n \) are

given by the derivatives of a function at \( c \). All Taylor series are power series, but not all power

series are Taylor series.

How can power series be used to represent functions?

Power series can represent functions as infinite sums of polynomial terms, allowing for approximation

and analysis of functions within the radius of convergence.

What are common tests included in a power series cheat sheet?

Common tests include the Ratio Test and Root Test for convergence, formulas for radius and interval



of convergence, and standard expansions for functions like \( e^x \), \( \sin x \), and \( \ln(1+x) \).

Why is a power series cheat sheet useful for students?

A power series cheat sheet provides quick reference to essential formulas, convergence criteria, and

common series expansions, helping students solve problems efficiently and understand series

concepts better.

Additional Resources

1. Power Series and Their Applications: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of power series, covering fundamental concepts and diverse

applications. It includes numerous examples and exercises to help readers master series expansions

and convergence tests. Ideal for students and professionals seeking a solid foundation in power series

techniques.

2. Cheat Sheet for Power Series: Essential Formulas and Techniques

A concise reference guide designed for quick review and practical usage, this cheat sheet compiles

key formulas, convergence criteria, and common series expansions. Perfect for students preparing for

exams or professionals needing a handy resource during problem-solving.

3. Introduction to Power Series and Analytic Functions

This introductory text bridges the gap between power series and complex analysis, introducing analytic

functions through power series expansions. It emphasizes understanding radius of convergence and

the manipulation of series in various contexts.

4. Applied Power Series Methods in Engineering and Science

Focusing on real-world applications, this book demonstrates how power series techniques solve

differential equations and model physical phenomena. It includes case studies from engineering,

physics, and applied mathematics to illustrate practical usage.



5. Advanced Techniques in Power Series and Series Solutions

Targeted at advanced students and researchers, this volume delves into sophisticated methods for

handling power series, including asymptotic expansions and series solutions to complex differential

equations. It provides rigorous proofs alongside computational strategies.

6. Power Series and Taylor Series: A Student’s Companion

This companion guide simplifies the concepts of power and Taylor series, making them accessible

through step-by-step explanations and visual aids. It is ideal for learners seeking clear and structured

content to build their understanding.

7. Handbook of Power Series Expansions and Transformations

A comprehensive handbook compiling a vast array of power series expansions, transformations, and

summation techniques. It serves as an invaluable resource for mathematicians, physicists, and

engineers needing ready access to series data.

8. Mastering Power Series: From Basics to Problem Solving

This book guides readers through the fundamentals of power series and advances to complex

problem-solving strategies. It includes varied exercises and real-life examples to enhance conceptual

clarity and application skills.

9. Power Series in Mathematical Analysis: Theory and Practice

Balancing theoretical foundations with practical examples, this text covers convergence tests, function

representation, and series manipulation. It is suited for both classroom use and self-study by students

of mathematical analysis.
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