
prefer in sign language

prefer in sign language is a phrase that captures an essential aspect of communication for those
who use sign language daily. Understanding how to express "prefer" in sign language can significantly
enhance clarity and convey personal choices effectively. This article delves into the different ways to
sign "prefer" across various sign languages, with a focus on American Sign Language (ASL), and
explores common synonyms and related expressions. Additionally, the article covers the importance
of context, cultural nuances, and tips for learning and using preference-related signs accurately.
Whether for educational purposes, professional interpreting, or casual communication, mastering how
to express preferences in sign language is invaluable. The content is designed to provide
comprehensive insights and practical examples to improve sign language proficiency related to
preference expressions.
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Understanding the Concept of "Prefer" in Sign
Language
In sign language, conveying abstract concepts such as preference requires specific gestures that
represent choice, liking, or favoring one option over another. The concept of "prefer" is fundamental
to expressing personal opinions and making decisions. It involves not only the sign itself but also
facial expressions and body language to emphasize the degree of preference. Sign languages, like
spoken languages, have unique ways to communicate this idea, often through verbs or phrases that
indicate favoring one thing compared to others. Recognizing how "prefer" fits within the broader
lexicon of signs related to likes, dislikes, and choices is crucial for effective communication.

Importance of Preference in Communication
Expressing preference is vital in daily interactions as it helps clarify decisions, negotiate options, and
establish individual tastes. In sign language, this expression supports social interactions, educational
settings, and professional environments by allowing users to communicate their choices clearly and
respectfully.



Variations Across Different Sign Languages
While this article focuses primarily on American Sign Language (ASL), it is important to acknowledge
that other sign languages, such as British Sign Language (BSL), Auslan, and others, have their unique
signs for "prefer." These variations reflect cultural and linguistic differences and highlight the diversity
within the global Deaf community.

How to Sign "Prefer" in American Sign Language (ASL)
In American Sign Language, "prefer" is typically signed by combining specific hand shapes and
movements that indicate choice or favoring one option over another. The sign emphasizes the
personal decision-making process and is often accompanied by a facial expression that conveys liking
or favoring.

Step-by-Step Guide to Signing "Prefer" in ASL
To sign "prefer" in ASL, follow these steps:

Start with both hands open and palms facing upward in front of you.1.

Move one hand slightly forward and place it over the other hand, which remains stationary.2.

Simultaneously, slightly tilt your head or raise your eyebrows to indicate preference.3.

The movement suggests placing one option above another, symbolizing preference.4.

Alternative Method Using the Sign for "Like"
Another common method to express preference is by using the sign for "like" combined with clarifying
phrases or context. For example, signing "I like this better" can effectively communicate preference
without a specific sign for "prefer."

Synonyms and Related Signs for "Prefer"
In addition to the direct sign for "prefer," American Sign Language users frequently employ related
signs to express similar ideas, enhancing communication flexibility.

Common Synonyms

Like: A fundamental sign used to indicate general liking or enjoyment.

Choose: Signifies making a selection, often used when expressing preference among



alternatives.

Favorite: Expresses a strong preference or top choice among options.

Want: Indicates desire, sometimes used to imply preference.

Using These Signs in Context
Combining these related signs with facial expressions and body language can provide nuanced
meaning. For example, signing "choose" followed by "this" with a confident facial expression can
effectively communicate a clear preference.

Contextual Usage of Preference Signs
Understanding when and how to use "prefer" and related signs is essential for accurate and respectful
communication. Context influences the choice of signs and the accompanying non-manual signals.

Formal vs. Informal Settings
In formal settings such as education or workplace communication, clarity and precision are
paramount. Using the standard sign for "prefer" or combining "choose" with additional explanation
ensures the message is understood. Informally, users may rely more on expressive facial cues and
simpler signs like "like" or "want."

Cultural Sensitivity and Non-Manual Signals
Facial expressions, head tilts, and body posture are integral in sign language communication,
especially when expressing preferences. These non-manual markers can strengthen or soften the
preference being communicated and should be used thoughtfully to respect cultural norms within the
Deaf community.

Tips for Learning and Practicing Preference Signs
Mastering the sign for "prefer" and related expressions requires consistent practice and exposure to
authentic sign language environments.

Strategies for Effective Learning

Use Visual Resources: Watching videos or attending sign language classes helps reinforce
correct hand shapes and movements.



Practice with Native Signers: Interaction with fluent signers provides real-world context and
feedback.

Incorporate Non-Manual Signals: Pay attention to facial expressions and body language as
part of the signing process.

Expand Vocabulary: Learn synonyms and related signs to express preferences in various
ways.

Consistent Review: Regularly review and practice to build muscle memory and confidence.

Common Challenges and Solutions
Some learners may struggle with coordinating hand movements and non-manual signals
simultaneously. Breaking down the sign into components and practicing each separately before
combining them can help overcome these difficulties.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the sign for 'prefer' in American Sign Language (ASL)?
In ASL, 'prefer' is signed by holding both hands in a flat 'B' handshape near the chest, then moving
the dominant hand slightly forward and tapping the middle finger of the dominant hand on the middle
finger of the non-dominant hand.

How can I express 'I prefer coffee' in sign language?
To sign 'I prefer coffee' in ASL, sign 'I' by pointing to yourself, then sign 'prefer' as described, and
finally sign 'coffee' by mimicking grinding coffee beans with both fists.

Are there variations of the sign for 'prefer' in different sign
languages?
Yes, the sign for 'prefer' can vary between different sign languages such as British Sign Language
(BSL), Auslan, and ASL. Each has its own unique sign, so it's important to learn the specific sign for
the sign language you are using.

Is the concept of 'prefer' commonly used in sign language
conversations?
Yes, expressing preference is common in everyday communication, so the sign for 'prefer' is useful
and frequently used in sign language conversations to convey likes and choices.



Can facial expressions affect the meaning of 'prefer' in sign
language?
Yes, facial expressions play a crucial role in sign language. When signing 'prefer,' a slight nod or a
thoughtful expression can emphasize your preference or liking for something.

Where can I learn the sign for 'prefer' and other related
vocabulary?
You can learn the sign for 'prefer' and other vocabulary through resources such as online ASL
dictionaries, sign language learning apps, YouTube tutorials, and classes offered by deaf
organizations or community colleges.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Preferences in American Sign Language
This book offers a comprehensive guide to expressing preferences, likes, and dislikes in American
Sign Language (ASL). It covers essential vocabulary, facial expressions, and grammatical structures to
help learners communicate personal choices clearly. With practical examples and exercises, readers
can build confidence in everyday conversations.

2. Expressing Choices: A Sign Language Approach
Focused on the nuances of preference expression, this book explores how to convey decisions and
opinions effectively in sign language. It includes cultural insights and common idiomatic expressions
used by the Deaf community. The interactive lessons encourage readers to practice and apply their
skills in real-life scenarios.

3. Sign Language for Preferences and Opinions
Designed for intermediate learners, this book delves into the linguistic features of stating preferences
and sharing opinions in sign language. It emphasizes the importance of non-manual signals such as
facial expressions and body language. The book also provides dialogues, role-plays, and quizzes to
reinforce learning.

4. Preference and Choice in Signed Languages
This academic text examines how different signed languages around the world express preference
and choice. It includes comparative studies and linguistic analyses that highlight similarities and
differences. Ideal for linguists and advanced students, it offers a deeper understanding of preference
structures in signed communication.

5. Everyday Preferences: Practical Sign Language
A user-friendly resource, this book emphasizes practical vocabulary and phrases for expressing
everyday preferences. It is packed with illustrations and step-by-step instructions for signing common
preferences related to food, activities, and social interactions. Perfect for beginners seeking to
enhance daily communication skills.

6. Choosing in Sign: A Visual Guide to Preferences
This visually rich guide uses photos and diagrams to teach learners how to sign preferences clearly
and effectively. It covers a wide range of contexts, from shopping and dining to entertainment and



travel. The book also highlights regional variations and tips for maintaining natural flow in
conversations.

7. Sign Language Preferences and Social Interaction
Examining the role of preference expression in social settings, this book discusses how signers
negotiate choices and express desires politely. It includes scenarios from family, workplace, and
community environments. Readers learn strategies to handle preferences tactfully, enhancing their
interpersonal skills in sign language.

8. Learning to Prefer: Sign Language for Personal Expression
This instructional book focuses on helping learners articulate their likes and dislikes with confidence
and clarity. It integrates cultural context and personal storytelling to make learning engaging and
meaningful. Exercises encourage self-expression and help develop a personalized sign vocabulary for
preferences.

9. The Art of Preference in Sign Language Communication
Highlighting the expressive potential of sign language, this book explores artistic and creative ways to
convey preferences. It features poetry, storytelling, and performance techniques that incorporate
preference signs. Ideal for performers and advanced learners, it inspires a deeper appreciation of sign
language as an expressive art form.
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