premium processing 15 business days

premium processing 15 business days is a service offered by the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) to expedite the processing of
certain immigration petitions and applications. This expedited service
guarantees that USCIS will process the petition within 15 business days,
significantly reducing the waiting period compared to regular processing
times. The premium processing option is particularly valuable for employers
and applicants seeking faster adjudication of visa petitions such as H-1B,
L-1, and others. Understanding the eligibility criteria, application process,
associated fees, and potential benefits of premium processing 15 business
days is essential for making informed decisions regarding immigration cases.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of premium processing,
highlights the specifics of the 15-business-day timeframe, and addresses
common questions related to this expedited service. The following sections
will cover eligibility requirements, application procedures, processing
timelines, advantages, limitations, and recent updates affecting premium
processing.
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What Is Premium Processing?

Premium processing is a service provided by USCIS that allows petitioners to
request faster adjudication of certain immigration petitions and
applications. By paying an additional fee, petitioners receive a guaranteed
processing time of 15 business days, after which USCIS will either approve,
deny, or issue a request for evidence (RFE). This service is designed to
expedite the handling of time-sensitive cases and provide greater certainty
regarding the status of a petition. The premium processing 15 business days
rule means that USCIS commits to completing the review within that timeframe,
significantly shortening the overall processing period compared to standard
processing times that can take several months.



Scope and Purpose

The primary purpose of premium processing is to facilitate quicker decision-
making for certain employment-based petitions and applications. This service
is beneficial to employers who want to secure work authorization for foreign
employees promptly or individuals who need expedited adjudication of their
immigration benefits. The 15-business-day timeframe applies to specific
categories of petitions and is not available for all immigration forms.

Types of Petitions Eligible

Premium processing is generally available for various employment-based visa
categories, including but not limited to:

e H-1B Specialty Occupations

e L-1 Intracompany Transferee

e 0-1 Individuals with Extraordinary Ability

e EB-1 and EB-2 Employment-Based Immigrant Petitions

e Certain petitions for workers in the arts, sciences, and education
sectors

It is important to verify current eligibility as USCIS periodically updates
the list of forms eligible for premium processing.

Eligibility for Premium Processing 15 Business
Days

Not all immigration petitions qualify for premium processing 15 business
days. Eligibility depends on the type of form filed, the petitioner’s status,
and the availability of the service at the time of application. USCIS
maintains a list of forms eligible for premium processing, which can change
periodically based on policy updates and workload considerations.

Petition Categories

The following petition categories are commonly eligible for premium
processing:

e Form I-129: Petition for a Nonimmigrant Worker (including H-1B, L-1, 0-1
categories)



e Form I-140: Immigrant Petition for Alien Worker (certain employment-
based green card categories)

e Form I-907: Request for Premium Processing Service (used to request
premium processing for eligible petitions)

Restrictions and Exceptions

Some petitions are excluded from premium processing due to statutory or
regulatory restrictions. For example, petitions based on asylum, refugee
status, or certain family-based immigration categories are generally
ineligible. Additionally, premium processing may be temporarily suspended for
some petition types during high-demand periods or changes in immigration
policy.

How to Apply for Premium Processing

Applying for premium processing 15 business days involves submitting a
specific request along with the initial petition or as a separate service
request. The process requires careful attention to USCIS guidelines to ensure
proper filing and avoid delays.

Filing Form I-907

The official form to request premium processing is Form I-907, Request for
Premium Processing Service. Petitioners can file Form I-907 concurrently with
the underlying petition or as an add-on after the petition has been filed and
is pending adjudication.

Required Fees

The premium processing service requires the payment of an additional fee,
which is separate from the standard petition filing fee. This fee is subject
to change and must be paid by check, money order, or credit card using the
appropriate USCIS payment methods.

Submission Guidelines

When submitting a premium processing request, it is essential to:

e Complete Form I-907 accurately and completely

e Include the correct fee payment



e File the forms at the appropriate USCIS service center address specified
for premium processing

e Ensure the underlying petition is eligible for premium processing

Failure to comply with these requirements may result in rejection or delays.

Processing Timeline and What to Expect

The defining feature of premium processing 15 business days is the guaranteed
adjudication timeframe. USCIS commits to processing the petition within 15
business days from the date of receipt of the premium processing request.

Definition of Business Days

The 15-business-day period excludes weekends and federal holidays, meaning
the actual calendar time may be slightly longer depending on when the request
is received. For example, a request received on a Friday would begin counting
from the following Monday.

USCIS Response Types

Within the 15-business-day period, USCIS will issue one of the following
responses:

e Approval Notice
e Denial Notice

e Request for Evidence (RFE) or Notice of Intent to Deny (NOID)

If an RFE is issued, the 15-business-day clock pauses until the petitioner
responds with the requested information, at which point the clock restarts.

Benefits of Choosing Premium Processing

Premium processing 15 business days offers several advantages that can be
critical in time-sensitive immigration cases.

Faster Adjudication

The most obvious benefit is the significantly shortened adjudication time



compared to standard processing, which can take several months. This
acceleration helps employers and applicants plan employment start dates and
other logistical matters more effectively.

Priority Service

Petitions filed with premium processing receive priority handling by USCIS
officers, ensuring that these cases are expedited within the agency’s
workflow.

Improved Certainty and Planning

With a guaranteed response time, petitioners gain greater predictability and
can make informed decisions regarding travel, employment, and visa stamping
processes.

Ability to Upgrade

In some cases, petitioners who initially filed without premium processing can
upgrade their petition by submitting Form I-907 and paying the premium fee,
enabling faster adjudication without refiling the entire petition.

Limitations and Considerations

Despite its advantages, premium processing 15 business days has certain
limitations and considerations that petitioners should be aware of before
opting for this service.

Cost Factor

The premium processing fee is substantial and subject to change, which can
increase the overall cost of filing an immigration petition. Budget
considerations may influence the decision to use this service.

Not a Guarantee of Approval

While premium processing guarantees a faster decision, it does not influence
the outcome. Petitions can still be denied or subjected to RFEs, which may
extend the total processing time if additional documentation is required.



Temporary Suspensions

USCIS may temporarily suspend premium processing for certain petition types
during periods of high demand or policy changes, limiting availability
temporarily.

Recent Updates and Changes in Premium
Processing

USCIS periodically updates policies and procedures related to premium
processing 15 business days to reflect changes in immigration law,
administrative priorities, and operational efficiency.

Fee Adjustments

Recent adjustments to premium processing fees reflect changes in
administrative costs and regulatory requirements. Petitioners should verify
the current fee schedule before submitting a request.

Expansion of Eligible Forms

USCIS has expanded premium processing eligibility over time to include
additional petition categories, improving access to expedited processing for
a broader range of applicants.

Processing Delays and Backlogs

Although premium processing guarantees a 15-business-day response, external
factors such as staffing shortages or sudden increases in petition volume can
impact service delivery. USCIS communicates any such delays via official
notices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is premium processing with a 15 business day
timeframe?

Premium processing is an expedited service offered by USCIS that guarantees
processing of certain immigration petitions within 15 business days for an
additional fee.



Which USCIS forms are eligible for premium
processing with a 15 business day guarantee?

Forms such as I-129 (Petition for a Nonimmigrant Worker) and I-140 (Immigrant
Petition for Alien Worker) are commonly eligible for premium processing with
the 15 business day timeframe.

How much does premium processing with 15 business
days cost?

The fee for premium processing is subject to change, but as of recent
updates, it is $2,500 USD. It is advisable to check the USCIS website for the
latest fee information.

What happens if USCIS does not process the petition
within 15 business days under premium processing?

If USCIS fails to process the petition within 15 business days, the premium
processing fee will be refunded, but the petition processing will continue
under normal timelines.

Can premium processing be requested after submitting
the initial petition?

Yes, petitioners can file Form I-907 to request premium processing even after
the initial petition has been submitted, provided the petition is eligible
for the service.

Are there any petitions excluded from premium
processing with the 15 business day service?

Yes, some petitions such as certain employment-based green card categories or
specific types of asylum applications may not be eligible for premium
processing.

Does premium processing guarantee petition approval
within 15 business days?

No, premium processing guarantees a response within 15 business days, which
could be an approval, denial, or request for additional evidence (RFE), but
not necessarily an approval.

How are the 15 business days calculated in premium
processing?

The 15 business days refer to USCIS working days and exclude weekends and



federal holidays from the date USCIS receives the premium processing request.

Can premium processing reduce the overall wait time
for visa or green card processing?

Premium processing can significantly speed up the initial petition
adjudication, but it does not affect the overall visa or green card
processing time, which may involve additional steps and waiting periods.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Premium Processing: A Comprehensive Guide to the 15 Business Day
Advantage

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the premium processing service
available for various visa applications. It explains the procedures,
benefits, and eligibility criteria, helping applicants understand how to
expedite their petitions within 15 business days. The guide also covers tips
for avoiding common pitfalls and ensuring timely approval.

2. Premium Processing Unveiled: Navigating USCIS’s 15 Business Day Promise
Explore the intricacies of USCIS premium processing in this detailed manual.
It provides step-by-step instructions on how to apply for premium processing,
what to expect during the 15 business day period, and strategies for managing
your immigration case efficiently. The book also discusses recent policy
updates and their impact on processing times.

3. The Fast Track to Immigration Success: Utilizing Premium Processing for
Speedy Approvals

Designed for immigrants, attorneys, and employers, this book highlights the
advantages of using premium processing to accelerate visa petitions. It
breaks down timelines, costs, and required documentation, ensuring readers
are well-prepared to meet the 15 business day deadline. Real-world case
studies illustrate successful applications and lessons learned.

4. 15 Business Days to Approval: Demystifying Premium Processing Timelines
This title focuses on the timeline expectations associated with premium
processing services. Readers gain insights into how the 15 business day clock
is calculated, factors that can influence processing speed, and what to do if
delays occur. The book also offers advice on coordinating premium processing
with other immigration processes.

5. Premium Processing for H-1B and Beyond: Accelerating Your Petition in 15
Business Days

Targeted at H-1B applicants and other visa categories eligible for premium
processing, this guide explains how to leverage the service effectively. It
includes tips on preparing a strong petition, avoiding common errors, and
understanding the USCIS response within the 15 business day window. Employers
will find valuable advice on managing workforce needs through expedited
processing.



6. Expediting Immigration: A Practical Handbook on Premium Processing
Services

This practical handbook provides a clear roadmap for applicants seeking
faster immigration case resolutions. It covers the mechanics of premium
processing, eligibility requirements, and how to file Form I-907 correctly.
The book emphasizes the benefits of the 15 business day service and how to
integrate it into broader immigration strategies.

7. From Application to Approval: The Premium Processing 15 Business Day
Journey

Follow the journey of an immigration petition through the premium processing
system in this narrative-style book. It details each stage of the 15 business
day process, from submission to final decision, highlighting potential
challenges and tips for success. Readers will gain a realistic understanding
of what to expect when opting for expedited processing.

8. Premium Processing FAQs: Your Questions Answered About the 15 Business Day
Service

This Q&A-style book compiles frequently asked questions about premium
processing and its 15 business day timeframe. It addresses common concerns
such as eligibility, fees, processing delays, and refunds. The
straightforward format makes it an easy reference for applicants, attorneys,
and HR professionals.

9. Strategic Immigration Planning with Premium Processing

Learn how to incorporate premium processing into your overall immigration
planning strategy in this insightful book. It discusses timing
considerations, budgeting for premium fees, and aligning premium processing
with business objectives. The book also covers policy changes affecting the
15 business day guarantee and how to adapt accordingly.
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