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price of cpa exam is a critical consideration for candidates planning to pursue the Certified Public

Accountant (CPA) credential. Understanding the costs involved helps candidates budget effectively and

avoid unexpected expenses during the CPA journey. This article provides a comprehensive overview

of the price of CPA exam components, including application fees, section fees, and additional costs

such as study materials and retake fees. It also explores how pricing varies by state and what factors

influence the total cost. By examining these elements, candidates can make informed decisions and

prepare financially for the CPA exam process. The information presented is essential for anyone

aiming to understand the financial commitment required to become a licensed CPA.
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Overview of CPA Exam Pricing

The price of the CPA exam varies depending on several factors including the state board of

accountancy, the number of exam sections taken, and additional fees associated with the application

and licensing process. Generally, the cost includes fees for each of the four exam sections, an

application or registration fee, and sometimes additional charges such as rescheduling or international



testing fees. The total expense can add up significantly, making it important for candidates to

understand the full scope of costs involved before beginning their certification journey.

While the exam fees are standardized by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

(AICPA) to an extent, state boards have the authority to set their own application and administration

fees, resulting in variability in total costs. Candidates should research the fee structure specific to their

state to get an accurate estimate of the price of CPA exam completion.

Breakdown of CPA Exam Fees

The price of CPA exam fees can be categorized into several key components. Understanding each fee

type helps candidates anticipate the overall financial requirement.

Application and Registration Fees

Before sitting for the CPA exam, candidates must apply through their state board of accountancy.

Application fees vary widely by state, typically ranging from $50 to $200. These fees cover the

processing of eligibility requirements, background checks, and initial registration.

Exam Section Fees

The CPA exam consists of four sections:

Auditing and Attestation (AUD)1.

Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)2.

Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)3.

Regulation (REG)4.



Each section generally costs between $200 and $250 to take. Candidates may choose to take one or

multiple sections at a time depending on their preparation and scheduling preferences. The total price

of CPA exam sections, therefore, ranges from approximately $800 to $1,000 for all four sections.

Additional Examination Fees

There may be other fees related to the CPA exam process including:

Re-examination fees for failed sections

Rescheduling fees if a testing appointment is changed

International testing fees for candidates taking the exam outside the United States

These additional fees can increase the overall price of CPA exam completion and should be factored

into a candidate’s budget.

Additional Costs Associated with the CPA Exam

Beyond the direct exam fees, candidates often incur extra costs related to preparation and licensing,

which contribute to the total price of CPA exam certification.

CPA Review Course Fees

Many candidates invest in CPA review courses to enhance their chances of passing the exam on the

first attempt. These courses vary in cost based on format and provider, with prices ranging from

$1,000 to over $3,000. High-quality courses offer comprehensive study materials, practice exams, and

instructional support.



Licensing and Renewal Fees

After successfully passing the CPA exam, candidates must apply for their CPA license, which involves

additional fees. Licensing fees differ by state but generally range from $50 to $300. CPAs also must

pay renewal fees annually or biennially to maintain their license, which adds to the ongoing cost.

Other Miscellaneous Expenses

Other potential expenses include:

Costs for required continuing professional education (CPE)

Application fees for reciprocity if seeking licensure in multiple states

Transportation and accommodation expenses if traveling to testing centers

Factors Influencing the Price of the CPA Exam

Several factors influence the overall price of CPA exam completion, making it essential for candidates

to consider these variables when estimating costs.

State Board Variability

Each state board sets its own application fees, licensing fees, and sometimes exam section fees. This

results in significant price differences between states. For example, some states may charge higher

application fees but lower licensing fees, or vice versa.



Number of Exam Attempts

Passing all four sections of the CPA exam on the first attempt reduces costs. However, candidates

who need to retake one or more sections incur additional fees, raising the total price of CPA exam

completion.

Choice of Study Materials

The selection of study materials and review courses also impacts total expenses. Investing in premium

courses may increase upfront costs but potentially reduce the need for retakes.

Testing Location

International candidates or those who test at out-of-state locations may face extra fees for international

testing or travel, increasing the overall price of the CPA exam process.

Tips for Managing and Reducing CPA Exam Costs

Effective financial planning can help candidates manage the price of CPA exam preparation and

completion without compromising success.

Budgeting and Planning

Create a detailed budget that includes all potential fees and preparation costs. Planning ahead

ensures that candidates are financially prepared for each step of the process.



State Fee Comparisons

Research different state boards to identify which have the most affordable fee structures, especially if

candidates qualify to apply in multiple states.

Utilize Free or Low-Cost Study Resources

Supplement paid review courses with free online resources, practice questions, and study groups to

reduce the cost of preparation materials.

Schedule Exam Sections Strategically

Taking multiple exam sections in a single testing window can optimize study time and potentially

reduce overall costs related to application fees and scheduling.

Retake Minimization Strategies

Focus on thorough preparation to pass each section on the first attempt, thus avoiding additional

retake fees and prolonging the certification timeline.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current cost to take the CPA exam?

The total cost to take the CPA exam varies by state but generally ranges between $1,000 and $1,500,

which includes application fees, examination fees, and any additional service fees.



Are there separate fees for each CPA exam section?

Yes, the CPA exam is divided into four sections, and candidates typically pay a separate fee for each

section, usually around $200 to $250 per section, depending on the jurisdiction.

Does the CPA exam fee include study materials or review courses?

No, the CPA exam fee covers only the cost of the exam itself. Study materials and review courses are

sold separately and can cost several hundred to over a thousand dollars depending on the provider.

Are there any additional costs besides the CPA exam fees?

Yes, candidates may incur additional costs such as application fees, registration fees, rescheduling

fees, and costs for obtaining transcripts or licensing after passing the exam.

Can the CPA exam fees vary depending on the state?

Yes, each state board of accountancy sets its own fees for the CPA exam, so costs can vary

significantly depending on the jurisdiction where you apply.

Are there any discounts or financial aid options available for CPA

exam fees?

Discounts or financial aid options for CPA exam fees are rare; however, some states offer fee waivers

or reductions for veterans or low-income candidates. It's best to check with your state board for

specific programs.

Additional Resources

1. The Ultimate Guide to CPA Exam Costs

This book offers a comprehensive breakdown of all expenses associated with taking the CPA exam,

including application fees, review course costs, and additional study materials. It helps prospective



candidates budget effectively and avoid unexpected expenses. The guide also compares costs across

different states and provides tips on how to minimize spending without compromising preparation

quality.

2. Budgeting for CPA Success: Managing Exam Expenses

Focused on financial planning for CPA candidates, this book provides strategies for managing study-

related costs while balancing work and personal life. It covers various pricing models for popular CPA

review courses and suggests cost-effective alternatives. Readers will find advice on securing

scholarships, employer reimbursements, and other funding sources.

3. CPA Exam Fees Explained: What You Need to Know

This concise reference details the fee structure for the CPA exam, including registration, section

retakes, and additional administrative charges. It clarifies how fees vary by jurisdiction and outlines

payment deadlines and refund policies. The book aims to demystify the financial commitments involved

in the CPA certification process.

4. Smart Spending for CPA Exam Candidates

This guide is designed to help CPA candidates make informed decisions about where to invest their

money during exam preparation. It examines the cost-benefit analysis of different study materials,

review courses, and practice tests. The book also includes testimonials from successful candidates

about how they managed their exam expenses.

5. CPA Exam Pricing Trends: A Historical Perspective

Providing an analytical look at how the cost of the CPA exam has evolved over the years, this book

explores factors influencing price changes such as regulatory updates and market competition. It offers

insights into future pricing trends and how candidates can anticipate and prepare for them. The book is

useful for long-term planning and understanding the broader economic context of CPA certification.

6. Maximizing Value: Affordable CPA Exam Prep Strategies

This book focuses on achieving high-quality exam preparation without overspending. It compares free

and low-cost resources with premium review courses, helping candidates identify the best value



options. Readers will learn how to create effective study plans that align with their budget constraints.

7. Hidden Costs of the CPA Exam: What Candidates Overlook

Beyond official fees, this book highlights additional expenses such as travel, lodging, and time off work

that candidates often underestimate. It provides practical advice on anticipating and managing these

hidden costs. The book encourages thorough financial planning to avoid surprises during the

certification journey.

8. Financial Aid and Discounts for CPA Exam Takers

This resource guides candidates through various financial aid opportunities including scholarships,

grants, and employer sponsorships specifically available for CPA exam aspirants. It explains eligibility

criteria and application processes to maximize chances of receiving assistance. The book also lists

organizations that offer discounts on CPA review materials and exam fees.

9. The Cost-Effective CPA Exam Study Plan

Offering a step-by-step approach to preparing for the CPA exam on a tight budget, this book helps

candidates allocate their resources wisely. It emphasizes prioritizing high-impact study materials and

scheduling study time efficiently to reduce overall costs. The plan balances affordability with thorough

preparation to increase the likelihood of passing the exam on the first attempt.
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