surface mount medicine cabinet

surface mount medicine cabinet units are a popular choice for bathroom
storage solutions due to their ease of installation and practical design.
Unlike recessed cabinets, surface mount medicine cabinets are installed
directly onto the wall surface, making them ideal for both new constructions
and remodeling projects where wall modification is limited or undesired.
These cabinets offer a convenient space to store medications, toiletries, and
other small bathroom essentials while adding a sleek, modern look to the
space. With a wide variety of styles, sizes, and finishes available, surface
mount medicine cabinets can complement any bathroom décor. This article
explores the key features, benefits, installation considerations, and
maintenance tips for surface mount medicine cabinets to help homeowners and
professionals make informed decisions. Understanding these aspects will
ensure the selection of the most suitable cabinet to meet storage needs and
aesthetic preferences.
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What Is a Surface Mount Medicine Cabinet?

A surface mount medicine cabinet is a type of storage unit designed to be
mounted directly onto the wall surface rather than recessed into it. This
design allows for an easier installation process as it does not require
cutting into the drywall or modifying the structural elements of the wall.
These cabinets typically feature a mirrored door, which serves both
functional and decorative purposes. Surface mount medicine cabinets are used
primarily in bathrooms to provide accessible storage for medicines, first aid
supplies, grooming products, and other personal care items.

Design and Features

Surface mount medicine cabinets come with a variety of features that enhance
their usability. Common features include adjustable shelves, magnetic



closures, and mirrored doors with different finishes such as framed,
frameless, or beveled edges. Some models also integrate lighting fixtures
around the mirror to improve visibility. The depth of these cabinets is
usually less than that of recessed units, making them an excellent option for
small or shallow walls.

Benefits of Surface Mount Medicine Cabinets

Surface mount medicine cabinets offer several advantages over recessed and
other types of bathroom storage solutions. Their design and functionality
make them a preferred choice for many homeowners and contractors.

Easy Installation

Since these cabinets mount directly onto the wall surface, installation is
straightforward and typically faster than recessed cabinets. There is no need
for wall cutting or electrical work unless lighting is integrated, reducing
labor time and costs.

Versatility and Accessibility

Surface mount medicine cabinets can be installed on nearly any wall surface,
including drywall, tile, and plaster. They are accessible for all users, as
the storage compartments are easy to reach without the need for deep wall
cavities.

Space Efficiency

These cabinets help maximize storage in bathrooms with limited space. Their
shallow depth allows for enough storage while not protruding excessively into
the room, maintaining comfortable movement within the bathroom.

Wide Variety of Styles

Surface mount medicine cabinets are available in numerous finishes and
designs, enabling customization to match various bathroom styles, from
traditional to contemporary.

Materials and Styles Available

Surface mount medicine cabinets are manufactured from a range of materials
and come in diverse styles to suit different preferences and budgets.
Understanding these options helps in selecting the ideal cabinet for specific



needs.

Common Materials

The most prevalent materials used for surface mount medicine cabinets
include:

e Stainless Steel: Durable, corrosion-resistant, and ideal for modern or
industrial bathroom designs.

e Wood: Offers a warm, classic appearance; commonly finished with paint or
veneer.

e Aluminum: Lightweight and rust-resistant, often used in contemporary
styles.

e Plastic or Composite Materials: Affordable and moisture-resistant
options suitable for budget-conscious projects.

Style Variations

Styles range from minimalist frameless mirrors to ornate framed cabinets with
decorative molding. Other design options include:

e Single or double-door cabinets
e Recessed LED lighting
e Magnetic or mechanical door closures

e Adjustable or fixed shelving

Installation Process and Considerations

Proper installation of surface mount medicine cabinets is crucial to ensure
durability, safety, and usability. The process is generally less invasive
than recessed cabinet installations but requires attention to detail.

Tools and Materials Needed

Typical tools and materials for installation include a drill, level, screws
and anchors, measuring tape, and a stud finder. Some cabinets may require



additional hardware or mounting brackets supplied by the manufacturer.

Step-by-Step Installation

1. Measure and mark the desired location on the wall, ensuring it is at a
comfortable height and aligned with bathroom fixtures.

2. Use a stud finder to locate wall studs for secure mounting points.
3. Pre-drill holes in the cabinet’s mounting bracket or back panel.

4. Use appropriate wall anchors if mounting directly into drywall without
studs.

5. Attach the cabinet firmly to the wall using screws, ensuring it is
level.

6. Install shelves and door hardware as per the manufacturer’s
instructions.

7. Test the door operation and adjust hinges or closures if necessary.

Important Considerations

When installing a surface mount medicine cabinet, consider the following:

e Ensure the cabinet is mounted at a height accessible to all users.

e Check for any electrical wiring or plumbing behind the wall before
drilling.

e Verify the wall’s structural integrity to support the cabinet’s weight.

e Choose moisture-resistant materials or finishes for humid bathroom
environments.

Maintenance and Care Tips

Maintaining a surface mount medicine cabinet properly extends its lifespan
and keeps it looking new. Routine care involves cleaning both the exterior
and interior components.



Cleaning the Cabinet

Use a soft, damp cloth with mild soap or a non-abrasive cleaner to wipe down
the cabinet surface and mirror. Avoid harsh chemicals that can damage
finishes or cloud mirrors.

Protecting Against Moisture

Bathrooms are high-humidity areas, which can cause damage over time. Ensure
good ventilation in the bathroom to reduce moisture buildup. Periodically
check for signs of rust or warping, particularly in metal or wooden cabinets,
and address issues promptly.

Hardware Maintenance

Inspect hinges, handles, and magnetic closures regularly for wear or
misalignment. Tighten screws as needed and lubricate moving parts to ensure
smooth operation.

Choosing the Right Surface Mount Medicine
Cabinet

Selecting the appropriate surface mount medicine cabinet involves evaluating
several factors related to size, style, functionality, and budget.

Assessing Storage Needs

Determine the types and quantities of items to be stored. This assessment
will influence the cabinet size, shelf configuration, and door style needed
to accommodate personal care products efficiently.

Matching Bathroom Décor

Choose a cabinet finish and design that complement the bathroom’s existing
fixtures, color scheme, and overall aesthetic. Consider whether a framed or
frameless mirror better suits the room’s style.

Budget Considerations

Surface mount medicine cabinets are available at a wide range of price
points. Balancing quality, features, and design within the budget ensures the
best value. Investing in durable materials and reputable brands can reduce



the need for frequent replacements.

Additional Features

Some cabinets offer added convenience such as integrated lighting, adjustable
shelving, or built-in electrical outlets. Evaluate these features based on
personal preference and bathroom usage requirements.

Frequently Asked Questions

What 1is a surface mount medicine cabinet?

A surface mount medicine cabinet is a type of storage unit designed to be
mounted directly onto the wall surface, typically in bathrooms, providing
easy access to medicines and toiletries without the need for recessed
installation.

What are the benefits of a surface mount medicine
cabinet?

Surface mount medicine cabinets are easy to install since they do not require
wall recessing, they offer additional storage space, come in various sizes
and styles, and can be easily relocated if needed.

What materials are commonly used for surface mount
medicine cabinets?

Common materials include stainless steel, aluminum, wood, and plastic.
Stainless steel and aluminum are popular for their durability and resistance
to moisture, while wood offers a more traditional aesthetic.

How do I install a surface mount medicine cabinet?

To install a surface mount medicine cabinet, locate wall studs, mark the
mounting points on the wall, drill pilot holes, and secure the cabinet using
screws and anchors as needed. Always follow the manufacturer's installation
instructions for best results.

Are surface mount medicine cabinets suitable for
small bathrooms?

Yes, surface mount medicine cabinets are ideal for small bathrooms because
they maximize storage without occupying floor space and can be selected in
compact sizes to fit limited wall areas.



Additional Resources

1. Mastering Surface Mount Medicine Cabinets: Installation and Maintenance
This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about installing
and maintaining surface mount medicine cabinets. It offers step-by-step
instructions, tips for selecting the right cabinet, and advice on
troubleshooting common issues. Ideal for both DIY enthusiasts and
professional installers.

2. The Complete Handbook of Medicine Cabinet Design

Explore the principles of designing functional and stylish medicine cabinets
with a focus on surface mount models. This book includes design
considerations, material options, and space optimization techniques. It also
discusses how to integrate lighting and mirrors for enhanced usability.

3. Surface Mount Medicine Cabinets: A Practical Approach to Home Organization
Learn how surface mount medicine cabinets can transform bathroom storage and
organization. The author shares practical tips for maximizing space, choosing
the right features, and maintaining cleanliness. This book is perfect for
homeowners looking to upgrade their bathroom storage solutions.

4. Installing Surface Mount Medicine Cabinets: A Step-by-Step Guide

This detailed manual provides clear instructions for installing surface mount
medicine cabinets safely and efficiently. It includes necessary tools,
preparation steps, and mounting techniques. The book is supplemented with
illustrations and safety tips to ensure a professional finish.

5. Innovations in Surface Mount Medicine Cabinet Technology

Discover the latest advancements in surface mount medicine cabinet designs
and materials. This book explores smart features, sustainable materials, and
modern aesthetics that enhance functionality. It is a valuable resource for
designers, manufacturers, and consumers interested in cutting-edge cabinetry.

6. DIY Surface Mount Medicine Cabinets: Building and Customizing Your Own
For those interested in a hands-on project, this book guides readers through
building and customizing their own surface mount medicine cabinets. Detailed
plans, material lists, and finishing techniques are included to help craft a
personalized storage solution. It encourages creativity while ensuring
durability and practicality.

7. The History and Evolution of Medicine Cabinets

Trace the development of medicine cabinets from traditional recessed designs
to modern surface mount options. This book provides historical context and
examines how changing needs and technologies have influenced cabinet design.
It offers insight into the cultural and functional significance of medicine
cabinets over time.

8. Bathroom Storage Solutions: Surface Mount Medicine Cabinets and Beyond
This book offers a broad overview of bathroom storage options with a special
focus on surface mount medicine cabinets. It compares different styles,
materials, and installation methods to help readers make informed decisions.



Additionally, it includes tips on maintaining a clutter-free and efficient
bathroom space.

9. Surface Mount Medicine Cabinets for Small Spaces

Designed for those with limited bathroom space, this book highlights compact
and innovative surface mount medicine cabinet designs. It provides advice on
maximizing storage without compromising style or accessibility. Readers will
find practical solutions tailored to apartments, guest bathrooms, and other
small areas.
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