
surface mounted medicine cabinet

surface mounted medicine cabinet units are a popular and practical choice for
bathroom storage solutions, offering a convenient way to organize essentials
while enhancing the overall decor. Unlike recessed cabinets, surface mounted
medicine cabinets install directly onto the wall surface, making them easier
to fit in a wide range of spaces without the need for extensive wall
modifications. These cabinets come in various styles, sizes, and materials,
catering to different design preferences and functional requirements. This
article explores the benefits, installation process, design options, and
maintenance tips associated with surface mounted medicine cabinets. Whether
for residential or commercial bathrooms, understanding these aspects can help
in selecting the most suitable cabinet to improve both storage capacity and
aesthetic appeal.
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Benefits of Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
Surface mounted medicine cabinets provide several advantages that make them a
preferred choice for many homeowners and professionals. Their installation
method allows for easy placement on existing walls without the need for
cutting into drywall or studs, which reduces labor and renovation costs.
Additionally, they offer flexible sizing options to fit small or large
spaces, making them adaptable to a variety of bathroom layouts.

Space Efficiency and Storage
One of the primary benefits of surface mounted medicine cabinets is their
ability to maximize storage without occupying floor space. These cabinets
typically feature multiple shelves or compartments, offering organized
storage for medicines, toiletries, and other personal care items. Their wall-
mounted design helps keep countertops clutter-free, contributing to a cleaner
and more functional bathroom environment.



Ease of Installation
Because surface mounted cabinets attach directly to the wall surface, they
are considerably easier to install compared to recessed units. This advantage
is particularly valuable in bathrooms where wall cavities are shallow or
obstructed by plumbing and electrical wiring. The straightforward
installation process also allows for quicker upgrades and replacements when
needed.

Versatility in Design
Surface mounted medicine cabinets come in a wide range of styles, finishes,
and sizes. This versatility enables homeowners to choose cabinets that
complement the bathroom décor, from modern minimalist designs to classic or
vintage looks. Many models include mirrored doors, adding functionality by
providing a grooming mirror while concealing storage.

Installation Process
Installing a surface mounted medicine cabinet typically involves minimal
preparation and tools. Understanding the installation steps ensures a secure
and level mounting that enhances the cabinet's durability and appearance.

Preparation and Tools Required
Before installation, gather necessary tools such as a drill, level, measuring
tape, screwdriver, and anchors if mounting on drywall. It is important to
measure the desired location accurately and ensure that the wall surface is
clean and free of obstructions.

Step-by-Step Installation Guide
The installation process generally follows these steps:

Mark the mounting height and position on the wall using a pencil and1.
level.

Drill pilot holes at the marked points to accommodate screws or anchors.2.

If mounting on drywall, insert appropriate wall anchors to provide3.
additional support.

Align the cabinet with the holes and secure it using screws through the4.
mounting brackets or holes on the cabinet back.



Check the cabinet for levelness and adjust if necessary before fully5.
tightening the screws.

Install shelves or components inside the cabinet as needed.6.

Design and Material Options
Surface mounted medicine cabinets are available in numerous designs and
constructed from various materials, enabling customization according to
personal taste and bathroom style.

Materials Used
The most common materials include wood, metal, and plastic, each offering
different benefits:

Wood: Offers a warm, classic appearance and can be stained or painted to
match bathroom décor.

Metal: Provides a sleek, modern look with high durability and resistance
to moisture.

Plastic: Lightweight and resistant to water damage, often found in
budget-friendly models.

Style Variations
Styles range from traditional framed cabinets to frameless contemporary
models. Mirrored doors are common and may come as single or double doors.
Some cabinets include additional features such as built-in lighting,
adjustable shelves, or soft-close hinges, enhancing usability and
convenience.

Maintenance and Care
Proper maintenance extends the lifespan of surface mounted medicine cabinets
and keeps them looking their best. Regular cleaning and periodic inspections
are recommended to prevent damage and wear.



Cleaning Tips
Use a soft, damp cloth to wipe down the cabinet surfaces, avoiding abrasive
cleaners that might damage finishes. Mirrors should be cleaned with glass
cleaner or a mixture of vinegar and water for a streak-free shine. Ensuring
the cabinet remains dry inside prevents mold and mildew buildup.

Inspection and Repairs
Regularly check hinges, screws, and shelves for signs of loosening or damage.
Tighten any loose screws and replace damaged parts promptly. If the cabinet
is painted or stained wood, occasional touch-ups may be necessary to maintain
appearance and protect against moisture.

Common Uses and Applications
Surface mounted medicine cabinets are widely used in various settings due to
their practicality and adaptability.

Residential Bathrooms
In homes, these cabinets provide essential storage for everyday items such as
medications, first-aid supplies, and grooming products. Their accessibility
and organizational features make them a staple in master and guest bathrooms
alike.

Commercial and Healthcare Facilities
Medical offices, clinics, and other healthcare environments use surface
mounted medicine cabinets to store medical supplies and pharmaceuticals
safely and efficiently. The ease of installation and maintenance suits the
demands of these professional settings.

Other Applications
Beyond bathrooms, surface mounted medicine cabinets can serve as convenient
storage in kitchens, workshops, and other areas where compact, accessible
storage is desirable.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a surface mounted medicine cabinet?
A surface mounted medicine cabinet is a storage unit for medicines and
toiletries that is installed on the surface of a bathroom wall, rather than
being recessed into the wall.

What are the advantages of a surface mounted
medicine cabinet?
Advantages include easier installation, more storage space, and the ability
to be installed on walls where recessing is not possible.

Are surface mounted medicine cabinets suitable for
small bathrooms?
Yes, they are suitable for small bathrooms as they provide additional storage
without requiring wall recessing, which can be limited in small spaces.

What materials are commonly used for surface mounted
medicine cabinets?
Common materials include stainless steel, wood, MDF, and plastic, often with
mirrored doors.

Can surface mounted medicine cabinets come with a
mirror?
Yes, most surface mounted medicine cabinets feature mirrored doors, combining
storage with a functional bathroom mirror.

How do you install a surface mounted medicine
cabinet?
Installation typically involves attaching the cabinet securely to the wall
surface using anchors and screws, following the manufacturer's instructions.

Are surface mounted medicine cabinets moisture
resistant?
Many are designed with moisture-resistant materials or finishes to withstand
bathroom humidity, but it's important to check product specifications.

Can I add lighting to a surface mounted medicine
cabinet?
Yes, some models come with built-in lighting, or you can install external



lights above or around the cabinet for better visibility.

How do I maintain and clean a surface mounted
medicine cabinet?
Regularly wipe down the exterior and interior with a damp cloth and mild
cleaner; avoid abrasive materials to prevent damage.

What sizes are available for surface mounted
medicine cabinets?
They come in various sizes, typically ranging from small (around 12 inches
wide) to large (up to 36 inches or more), to fit different bathroom spaces
and storage needs.

Additional Resources
1. Designing Functional Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
This book explores the essential design principles behind surface mounted
medicine cabinets, emphasizing both form and function. It covers material
selection, installation techniques, and ergonomic considerations to maximize
user convenience. Ideal for interior designers and DIY enthusiasts, it
provides step-by-step guides and practical tips for creating efficient
storage solutions in bathrooms.

2. The Ultimate Guide to Bathroom Storage: Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
Focused on optimizing bathroom storage, this guide delves into various types
of medicine cabinets with a special focus on surface mounted options. It
discusses space-saving ideas, aesthetics, and the integration of lighting and
mirrors. Readers will find advice on selecting the right cabinet size and
style to complement their bathroom décor.

3. Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets: Installation and Maintenance
A comprehensive manual for homeowners and professionals, this book details
the installation process of surface mounted medicine cabinets. It includes
troubleshooting tips, maintenance routines, and how to handle common problems
like moisture damage and hardware issues. The book aims to extend the
lifespan and functionality of these cabinets.

4. Innovations in Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinet Design
This book highlights the latest trends and technological advancements in the
design of surface mounted medicine cabinets. It covers smart storage
solutions, integrated lighting systems, and eco-friendly materials. Designers
and manufacturers will find inspiration for creating modern, user-friendly
cabinets.

5. Maximizing Small Bathroom Spaces with Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
Targeted at those with limited bathroom space, this book offers creative



ideas for using surface mounted medicine cabinets to increase storage without
clutter. It includes space planning strategies, modular cabinet options, and
multi-functional designs. Readers will learn how to transform cramped
bathrooms into organized, stylish areas.

6. DIY Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinet Projects
Perfect for hobbyists and DIY lovers, this book provides easy-to-follow
projects for building and customizing surface mounted medicine cabinets. It
includes material lists, tool recommendations, and step-by-step instructions.
The projects range from simple refurbishments to advanced custom builds,
catering to various skill levels.

7. Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets in Commercial and Residential Settings
This book compares the use of surface mounted medicine cabinets in different
environments, discussing their design, durability, and regulatory
requirements. It offers insights into selecting appropriate models for homes,
clinics, and hotels. Facility managers and homeowners will benefit from its
practical advice and case studies.

8. Material Choices for Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
Focusing on the materials used in surface mounted medicine cabinets, this
book examines wood, metal, glass, and composite options. It discusses
durability, aesthetic appeal, and environmental impact, helping readers make
informed decisions. The book also covers finishing techniques and maintenance
tips for each material type.

9. Bathroom Remodeling with Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
This comprehensive guide integrates surface mounted medicine cabinets into
broader bathroom remodeling projects. It addresses layout planning, plumbing
considerations, and coordinating cabinetry with other fixtures. Homeowners
and contractors will find valuable advice to ensure a cohesive and functional
bathroom design.
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