
susan sontag rolling stone interview
susan sontag rolling stone interview remains a significant moment in the landscape of literary
and cultural journalism, reflecting the incisive intellect and profound insights of one of the 20th
century's most influential thinkers. This interview, conducted by Rolling Stone magazine, captures
Susan Sontag’s perspectives on art, politics, culture, and society during a pivotal era. The susan
sontag rolling stone interview offers readers a rare glimpse into her critical approach and personal
reflections, revealing her as both a rigorous critic and a passionate advocate for intellectual
engagement. This article explores the context, content, and impact of the interview, analyzing how
Sontag’s ideas resonate in contemporary discourse. Additionally, it examines the themes she
engaged with, her style of communication, and the legacy of her Rolling Stone appearance. The
following sections will provide a detailed overview and analysis of the susan sontag rolling stone
interview.

Background and Context of the Interview

Key Themes Discussed in the Interview

Susan Sontag’s Views on Culture and Politics

The Interview’s Impact and Legacy

Notable Quotes and Insights

Background and Context of the Interview
The susan sontag rolling stone interview took place during a period when Sontag was at the height of
her influence as a writer, critic, and public intellectual. Rolling Stone, known primarily for its focus on
music and youth culture, broadened its scope by engaging with prominent cultural figures such as
Sontag. This context allowed for a unique intersection of popular media and highbrow intellectual
discourse.

Sontag’s participation in this interview reflected her willingness to reach wider audiences beyond
academic and literary circles. The interview was conducted against the backdrop of significant
cultural and political shifts in the United States, including debates over the Vietnam War, civil rights,
and the role of art in society. Sontag’s incisive commentary made the interview not only a reflection
of her personal worldview but also a document capturing the intellectual atmosphere of the time.

The Historical Moment
During the late 1960s and early 1970s, when the interview was published, the United States was
embroiled in social upheaval. The susan sontag rolling stone interview addressed these turbulent
times, providing critical insight into the intersections of culture and politics. This period saw the rise of
countercultural movements, which Sontag both critiqued and engaged with thoughtfully.



Rolling Stone’s Editorial Direction
Rolling Stone’s editorial direction in this era was expanding from music journalism to encompass
broader cultural and political discussions. Inviting Susan Sontag to participate in an in-depth interview
signaled the magazine’s commitment to intellectual diversity and critical thought. This shift helped
elevate Rolling Stone’s reputation as a serious platform for cultural commentary.

Key Themes Discussed in the Interview
The susan sontag rolling stone interview covers numerous themes central to Sontag’s work and
intellectual pursuits. These themes include the nature of art and its political implications, the role of
intellectuals in society, and the challenges of cultural criticism. Her nuanced views offer a
comprehensive understanding of the cultural climate of the period.

Art and Politics
Sontag was known for her belief that art cannot be separated from politics. In the interview, she
elaborates on how art serves as a mirror to society’s values and conflicts. She argues that artists and
critics must engage with political realities rather than retreat into aestheticism. This perspective
highlights the intersection between creativity and social responsibility.

The Role of the Intellectual
The interview also probes Sontag’s conception of the intellectual’s role in public discourse. She
emphasizes the necessity for intellectuals to challenge prevailing ideologies and to provoke critical
thinking. Sontag views intellectual engagement as essential for cultural progress and democratic
vitality.

Cultural Criticism and Its Challenges
Sontag discusses the complexities of cultural criticism, acknowledging the difficulty of maintaining
objectivity while being deeply involved in the subject matter. She stresses the importance of clarity,
rigor, and honesty in criticism. This theme reflects her broader commitment to intellectual honesty
and critical rigor.

Susan Sontag’s Views on Culture and Politics
The susan sontag rolling stone interview reveals her insightful commentary on the interplay between
culture and politics. Sontag critiques both political complacency and cultural superficiality, urging a
more engaged and critical approach to societal issues. Her observations remain relevant for
understanding the dynamics of cultural power.



Critique of Consumer Culture
Sontag critiques the growing consumerism and commodification of culture in the modern era. She
argues that this trend dilutes the transformative power of art and culture by reducing them to mere
products. This critique aligns with broader concerns about cultural authenticity and integrity.

Political Activism and Art
In the interview, Sontag explores the relationship between political activism and artistic expression.
She advocates for artists to use their platforms to raise awareness and inspire change, while also
cautioning against simplistic or propagandistic approaches. This balanced view underscores the
complexity of socially engaged art.

Reflections on Contemporary Society
Sontag shares her reflections on contemporary society’s challenges, including the erosion of public
discourse and the rise of ideological polarization. She stresses the need for critical dialogue and
intellectual openness as antidotes to these trends. Her insights contribute to ongoing debates about
democracy and cultural vitality.

The Interview’s Impact and Legacy
The susan sontag rolling stone interview has had a lasting impact on both popular and academic
understandings of Sontag’s work. It helped introduce her ideas to a broader audience and
demonstrated the potential for serious intellectual discussion within mainstream media. The interview
remains a valuable resource for scholars and readers interested in cultural criticism.

Influence on Cultural Journalism
The interview set a precedent for cultural journalism by blending intellectual depth with accessible
language. It influenced subsequent interviews and profiles of intellectual figures in popular media,
expanding the scope of what cultural journalism could achieve.

Legacy in Literary and Cultural Studies
Within literary and cultural studies, the interview is frequently cited as a primary source that
illuminates Sontag’s thought during a critical phase of her career. It offers researchers direct access
to her perspectives on art, politics, and criticism, enriching the study of late 20th-century intellectual
history.

Enduring Relevance
The themes and ideas discussed in the susan sontag rolling stone interview continue to resonate in



contemporary debates about culture and politics. The interview serves as a reminder of the enduring
importance of critical engagement and the role of intellectual discourse in shaping public life.

Notable Quotes and Insights
The susan sontag rolling stone interview is rich with memorable quotes that encapsulate her critical
philosophy and worldview. These statements provide succinct articulations of her beliefs and remain
frequently referenced in academic and popular discussions.

On Art and Politics: “The artist’s role is not to comfort but to disturb, to provoke thought and
challenge complacency.”

On Intellectual Responsibility: “To be an intellectual is to be a witness, a critic, and a
participant in the ongoing conversation of culture.”

On Cultural Criticism: “Criticism must be both honest and compassionate, rigorous yet open
to complexity.”

On Society: “We live in an age where the battleground is not just political but cultural, where
ideas shape the future as much as policies.”

On Consumerism: “When culture becomes a commodity, its deeper meanings risk being lost
amidst trivialization.”

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Susan Sontag's Rolling Stone interview published?
Susan Sontag's interview in Rolling Stone was published in the early 1970s, capturing her thoughts
during a pivotal time in her intellectual career.

What were the main topics discussed by Susan Sontag in her
Rolling Stone interview?
In the interview, Susan Sontag discussed topics such as art, politics, culture, and her views on the role
of the intellectual in society.

How did Susan Sontag's Rolling Stone interview impact public
perception of her work?
The interview helped broaden public awareness of Sontag's critical ideas, showcasing her as a
prominent and provocative thinker beyond academic circles.



Are there any notable quotes from Susan Sontag's Rolling
Stone interview?
Yes, one notable quote from the interview is Sontag's reflection on the power of art to challenge
societal norms and provoke thought.

Where can I find the full transcript or recording of Susan
Sontag's Rolling Stone interview?
The full transcript or recording can often be found in archives of Rolling Stone magazine, libraries with
historical periodicals, or online databases specializing in magazine interviews.

Additional Resources
1. Regarding the Pain of Others
Susan Sontag explores the representation of suffering and war in photography, questioning how
images influence public perception and empathy. This book delves into the ethics of viewing pain and
challenges the idea that visual exposure leads to understanding or action. It is a profound meditation
on the power and limitations of images in shaping our awareness of conflict.

2. On Photography
A seminal collection of essays by Susan Sontag, this book investigates the role of photography in
contemporary culture. Sontag discusses how photographs shape memory, identity, and reality, while
also critiquing their impact on society’s consumption of images. The work reflects many themes
touched upon in her Rolling Stone interview, particularly around representation and interpretation.

3. Illness as Metaphor & AIDS and Its Metaphors
In this dual essay, Sontag examines the metaphors surrounding illness, particularly cancer and AIDS,
and how these metaphors influence societal attitudes and patients’ experiences. She argues for a
more literal and less stigmatizing understanding of disease, challenging cultural narratives that blame
or moralize illness. The book complements discussions from the interview about language and
perception.

4. The Volcano Lover: A Romance
This historical novel by Sontag explores themes of passion, art, and obsession, weaving a story
around the 18th-century British diplomat Sir William Hamilton and his wife Emma. Though fictional,
the novel reflects Sontag’s intellectual interests in aesthetics, desire, and the complexities of human
relationships. It offers insight into her broader cultural and philosophical concerns.

5. Styles of Radical Will
A collection of essays that probe the intersections of culture, politics, and art, this book showcases
Sontag’s incisive commentary on radical thought and aesthetic innovation. Topics range from
literature and theater to political activism, reflecting her engagement with the cultural currents of her
time. The essays reveal the depth of her critical thinking, as also evident in the Rolling Stone
dialogue.

6. Against Interpretation and Other Essays
This influential essay collection challenges traditional modes of criticism and interpretation in art and



literature. Sontag advocates for an erotics of art—appreciating the sensuous experience rather than
dissecting meaning—and argues against the dominance of intellectualization. The book’s themes
resonate with her views expressed in the interview about art’s role in society.

7. Reborn: Journals and Notebooks, 1947–1963
This compilation of Sontag’s early journals offers a candid glimpse into her intellectual development
and personal reflections. Readers gain insight into her evolving ideas on culture, politics, and identity,
many of which inform her later public statements and interviews. The book provides context for
understanding the perspectives she shared in the Rolling Stone conversation.

8. Fascinating Fascism
An essay that critically examines the resurgence and representation of fascist aesthetics and ideology
in contemporary culture. Sontag explores the seductive aspects of fascism and warns against its
normalization through art and media. This work highlights her ability to analyze cultural phenomena
with nuance, a quality evident in her interview discussions.

9. At the Same Time: Essays and Speeches
A posthumous collection that gathers a wide range of Sontag’s essays and public speeches,
addressing topics from human rights to the nature of art and illness. The book showcases her
eloquence, moral seriousness, and intellectual rigor. It serves as a comprehensive resource for those
interested in the breadth of her thought, complementing the insights shared in the Rolling Stone
interview.
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