SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION REPRESENTS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF SWEDEN’S FOREIGN POLICY,
AIMED AT PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, REDUCING POVERTY, AND FOSTERING GLOBAL EQUALITY. RoOTED IN
PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY, SWEDISH DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION WORKS EXTENSIVELY WITH LOW- AND
MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES TO ADDRESS CHALLENGES SUCH AS CLIMATE CHANGE, EDUCATION, HEALTH, AND GENDER EQUALITY.
THE SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AGENCY (SIDA) PLAYS A CENTRAL ROLE IN MANAGING AND
IMPLEMENTING THESE EFFORTS, COORDINATING WITH VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS.
THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE KEY FACETS OF SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION, INCLUDING ITS HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND, STRATEGIC PRIORITIES, FUNDING MECHANISMS, AND NOTABLE PROJECTS. ADDITIONALLY, THE DISCUSSION COVERS
SWEDEN'S ALIGNMENT WITH GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND ITS COMMITMENT TO INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS IN INTERNATIONAL
AID.
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HiSTORY AND EVOLUTION OF SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION

THE ORIGINS OF SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION DATE BACK TO THE POST-W/ ORLD W AR I ERA, WHEN
SWEDEN BEGAN ESTABLISHING FORMAL AID PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT IN \WAR-AFFECTED
REGIONS. OVER THE DECADES, SWEDEN’S APPROACH EVOLVED FROM PROVIDING BASIC HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO ADOPTING
A MORE STRATEGIC AND RIGHTS-BASED FRAMEWORK FOCUSED ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT
INSTITUTIONALIZED ITS AID EFFORTS THROUGH THE CREATION OF SIDA IN 1965, WHICH BECAME THE PRIMARY AGENCY
RESPONSIBLE FOR MANAGING DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION. SINCE THEN, SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION
HAS EXPANDED ITS SCOPE TO INCLUDE A BROAD RANGE OF SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES, ADAPTING TO
GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT TRENDS AND CHALLENGES.

Core OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION IS GUIDED BY A SET OF CLEAR OBJECTIVES THAT EMPHASIZE POVERTY
REDUCTION, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND SUSTAINABLE GROW TH. THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT’S DEVELOPMENT POLICY OUTLINES
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES DESIGNED TO ADDRESS KEY GLOBAL ISSUES AND SUPPORT PARTNER COUNTRIES IN ACHIEVING THE UNITED
NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGS) THESE PRIORITIES REFLECT SWEDEN’S COMMITMENT TO INCLUSIVE
DEVELOPMENT AND GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY.

PoVERTY REDUCTION AND SoOCIAL INCLUSION

ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL GOALS OF SWEDISH DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION IS TO ALLEVIATE POVERTY AND PROMOTE SOCIAL
INCLUSION. THIS INVOLVES SUPPORTING MARGINALIZED GROUPS, INCLUDING WOMEN, CHILDREN, AND INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS,



TO ENSURE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE ACTION

RECOGNIZING THE URGENT NEED TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE, SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION
PRIORITIZES SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, RENEW ABLE ENERGY, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE PROJECTS. SWEDEN
ACTIVELY SUPPORTS INITIATIVES THAT MITIGATE ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION AND PROMOTE GREEN TECHNOLOGIES.

DeMocrACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND GENDER EQUALITY

PROMOTING DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IS CENTRAL TO SWEDEN’S DEVELOPMENT AGENDA. SWEDISH AID PROGRAMS
EMPHASIZE GENDER EQUALITY AND THE EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN AS KEY DRIVERS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL
PROGRESS, INTEGRATING THESE PRINCIPLES ACROSS ALL SECTORS.

IMPLEMENTATION AND FUNDING MECHANISMS

THE OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION INVOLVES A COMBINATION OF
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES, NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOS), INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, AND PRIVATE SECTOR
PARTNERS. SIDA SERVES AS THE MAIN IMPLEMENTING AGENCY, OVERSEEING PROJECT DESIGN, MONITORING, AND EVALUATION TO
ENSURE EFFECTIVE USE OF RESOURCES.

RoLE oF SibA

SIDA MANAGES THE MAJORITY OF SWEDEN’S OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE (ODA), COORDINATING WITH MINISTRIES AND
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS TO ALIGN ACTIVITIES WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES. THE AGENCY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DISBURSING
FUNDS, ASSESSING PROJECT OUTCOMES, AND REPORTING ON DEVELOPMENT RESULTS.

FUNDING SOURCES AND ALLOCATION

SWEDEN CONSISTENTLY RANKS AMONG THE TOP DONORS IN TERMS OF OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE RELATIVE TO ITS
GROSS NATIONAL INCOME (GND FUNDING IS ALLOCATED THROUGH VARIOUS CHANNELS, INCLUDING BILATERAL AID AGREEMENTS,
MULTILATERAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND THEMATIC FUNDS TARGETING SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES.

® BILATERAL AID TO PARTNER COUNTRIES
o CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (E.G., UN, \W ORLD BANK)
® SUPPORT FOR CIVIL SOCIETY AND GRASSROOTS INITIATIVES

e EMERGENCY HUMANITARIAN AID AND CRISIS RESPONSE

Key AREAS OF Focus AND IMPACT

SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION TARGETS A BROAD SPECTRUM OF SECTORS TO FOSTER COMPREHENSIVE
DEVELOPMENT. THE IMPACT OF THESE EFFORTS IS REFLECTED IN IMPROVEMENTS IN HEALTH, EDUCATION, GOVERNANCE, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY ACROSS PARTNER COUNTRIES.



HeEALTH AND EDUCATION

SWEDEN INVESTS SIGNIFICANTLY IN STRENGTHENING HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS AND IMPROVING ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION.
PROGRAMS FOCUS ON MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH, INFECTIOUS DISEASE CONTROL, AND ENHANCING EDUCATIONAL
INFRASTRUCTURE AND TEACHER TRAINING.

EconoMic DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION

SUPPORT FOR ECONOMIC GROW TH INCLUDES PROMOTING ENTREPRENEURSHIP, SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE, AND INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT. SWEDEN ENCOURAGES INNOVATION AND THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO DRIVE DEVELOPMENT AND CREATE
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.

PEACEBUILDING AND CONFLICT PREVENTION

GIVEN THE LINK BETWEEN STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT, SWEDISH COOPERATION INCORPORATES PEACEBUILDING STRATEGIES
AIMED AT CONFLICT PREVENTION, HUMAN SECURITY, AND STRENGTHENING DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN FRAGILE STATES.

GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS AND MULTILATERAL ENGAGEMENTS

SWEDEN ACTIVELY COLLABORATES WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, REGIONAL BODIES, AND OTHER DONOR COUNTRIES TO
AMPLIFY THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ITS DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION. THESE PARTNERSHIPS FACILITATE KNOWLEDGE SHARING,
RESOURCE MOBILIZATION, AND COORDINATED RESPONSES TO GLOBAL CHALLENGES.

ENGAGEMENT WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION ALIGNS CLOSELY WITH UN FRAMEWORKS, PARTICULARLY THE 2030
AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. SWEDEN CONTRIBUTES TO VARIOUS UN AGENCIES AND PARTICIPATES IN
MULTILATERAL INITIATIVES THAT ADDRESS GLOBAL ISSUES SUCH AS CLIMATE CHANGE, HEALTH CRISES, AND MIGRATION.

COLLABORATION WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION

AS A MEMBER OF THE EU, SWEDEN CHANNELS PART OF ITS DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE THROUGH EUJ PROGRAMS AND POLICIES.
THIS COLLABORATION ENHANCES REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS AND PROMOTES COHERENCE IN EUROPEAN EXTERNAL ACTION.

PARTNERSHIPS WITH CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT, SWEDEN ENGAGES CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS AND THE PRIVATE
SECTOR IN PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION. THESE PARTNERSHIPS FOSTER LOCAL OWNERSHIP, INNOVATION, AND SUSTAINABILITY.

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

DESPITE ITS SUCCESSES, SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION FACES ONGOING CHALLENGES RELATED TO
GLOBAL POLITICAL SHIFTS, FUNDING PRESSURES, AND COMPLEX DEVELOPMENT CONTEXTS. ADAPTING TO EMERGING ISSUES SUCH
AS DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION, MIGRATION, AND PANDEMICS REQUIRES CONTINUOUS INNOVATION AND FLEXIBILITY.



ADAPTING TO GLoBAL CHANGES

SWEDEN IS WORKING TO INTEGRATE NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND DATA-DRIVEN APPROACHES INTO DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS TO
INCREASE EFFICIENCY AND IMPACT. ADDRESSING THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND GLOBAL HEALTH EMERGENCIES REMAINS A
PRIORITY.

ENHANCING TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN MONITORING AND EVALUATION SYSTEMS AIM TO IMPROVE TRANSPARENCY AND ENSURE THAT AID
REACHES INTENDED BENEFICIARIES EFFECTIVELY. ENHANCED ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISMS PROMOTE TRUST AND MAXIMIZE
DEVELOPMENT OUTCOMES.

STRENGTHENING LocAL CAPACITIES

FUTURE STRATEGIES EMPHASIZE BUILDING LOCAL CAPACITIES AND FOSTERING SUSTAINABLE INSTITUTIONS TO REDUCE
DEPENDENCY ON EXTERNAL AID. EMPOWERING PARTNER COUNTRIES TO LEAD THEIR DEVELOPMENT TRAJECTORIES IS A CRITICAL
OBJECTIVE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION?

SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION REFERS TO SWEDEN'S EFFORTS TO SUPPORT GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH FINANCIAL AID, EXPERTISE, AND PARTNERSHIPS AIMED AT REDUCING POVERTY, PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS, AND
FOSTERING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

\Y/HICH SWEDISH AGENCY IS PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION?

THE SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AGENCY (SIDA) IS THE PRIMARY GOVERNMENT AGENCY RESPONSIBLE
FOR IMPLEMENTING SWEDEN'S DEVELOPMENT AID AND COOPERATION INITIATIVES.

WHAT ARE THE MAIN FOCUS AREAS OF SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION?

THE MAIN FOCUS AREAS INCLUDE POVERTY REDUCTION, GENDER EQUALITY, CLIMATE CHANGE, HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY, AND
SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

How DOES SWEDEN FUND ITS INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS?

SWEDEN FUNDS ITS INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS THROUGH ALLOCATIONS IN THE NATIONAL BUDGET, DEDICATING
AROUND 19, oF ITs Gross NaTIoNAL INcoMe (GNI) To OFfriciAL DEVELOPMENT AssISTANCE (ODA), WHICH IS AMONG THE
HIGHEST IN THE \WORLD.

\¥/HICH REGIONS OR COUNTRIES ARE PRIORITIZED IN SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL
DeveLoPMENT COOPERATION?

SWEDEN PRIORITIZES SUPPORT TO COUNTRIES IN AFRICA, ASIA/ AND PARTS OF LATIN AMERICA/ FOCUSING ON REGIONS WITH
SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES AND WHERE SWEDISH EXPERTISE CAN HAVE A STRONG IMPACT.



How DOES SWEDEN INCORPORATE GENDER EQUALITY IN ITS DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION?

SWEDEN INTEGRATES GENDER EQUALITY AS A CROSS-CUTTING PRIORITY IN ALL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION EFFORTS,
PROMOTING WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT, EQUAL PARTICIPATION, AND ADDRESSING GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES CLIMATE CHANGE PLAY IN SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION?

CLIMATE CHANGE IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT, WITH SWEDEN SUPPORTING PROJECTS AIMED AT CLIMATE ADAPTATION,
MITIGATION, RENEW ABLE ENERGY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY IN PARTNER COUNTRIES.

How DOES SWEDEN COLLABORATE WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN ITS
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION?

SWEDEN PARTNERS WITH MULTILATERAL ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE UNITED NATIONS, W/ orLD BANK, AND REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT BANKS, AS WELL AS NGOs AND CIVIL SOCIETY, TO ENHANCE THE EFFECTIVENESS AND REACH OF ITS DEVELOPMENT
AID.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. SweDISH INTERNA TIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION: HISTORY AND IMPACT

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF SWEDEN'S ROLE IN INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION FROM
ITS INCEPTION TO THE PRESENT DAY. |IT EXPLORES THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, KEY POLICIES, AND THE EVOLUTION OF SWEDEN’S
AID STRATEGIES. THE BOOK ALSO ANALYZES THE IMPACT OF SWEDISH DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE ON RECIPIENT COUNTRIES,
HIGHLIGHTING BOTH SUCCESSES AND CHALLENGES.

2. GENDER EQUALITY IN SWEDISH DEVELOPMENT AID

FOCUSING ON ONE OF SWEDEN’S CORE PRIORITIES, THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW GENDER EQUALITY HAS BEEN INTEGRATED INTO
SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS. |T DISCUSSES THE POLICIES, PROGRAMS, AND PARTNERSHIPS AIMED AT
EMPOWERING WOMEN AND PROMOTING GENDER-SENSITIVE DEVELOPMENT. CASE STUDIES ILLUSTRATE THE REAL-WORLD EFFECTS
AND ONGOING CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING GENDER-FOCUSED INITIATIVES.

3. ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND SWEDISH AID POLICIES

THIS VOLUME EXPLORES SWEDEN’S COMMITMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY WITHIN ITS DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION
FRAMEWORK. |T ASSESSES HOW ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS, SUCH AS CLIMATE CHANGE AND BIODIVERSITY, ARE ADDRESSED
THROUGH SWEDISH AID PROGRAMS. THE BOOK PRESENTS EXAMPLES OF PROJECTS THAT PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
WHILE BALANCING ECONOMIC GROW TH AND ECOLOGICAL PRESERVATION.

4. SweDeN’s RoLE IN GLOBAL HEALTH DevELoPMENT COOPERA TION

THIS BOOK DETAILS SWEDEN’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO GLOBAL HEALTH THROUGH ITS INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION.
|T COVERS TOPICS SUCH AS DISEASE PREVENTION, MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH, AND HEALTH SYSTEM STRENGTHENING. THE
ANALYSIS INCLUDES SWEDEN’S PARTNERSHIPS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND THE IMPACT OF ITS HEALTH-RELATED
AID INITIATIVES.

5. ConrLICT RESOLUTION AND PEACEBUILDING IN SWEDISH DEVELOPMENT AID

EXAMINING SWEDEN’S EFFORTS IN CONFLICT-AFFECTED REGIONS, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES THE STRATEGIES AND APPROACHES USED
IN PEACEBUILDING AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION. |T HIGHLIGHTS SWEDEN’S SUPPORT FOR DIALOGUE, MEDIATION, AND POST-
CONFLICT RECONSTRUCTION AS PART OF ITS DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION. THE BOOK ALSO CONSIDERS THE CHALLENGES OF
\WORKING IN FRAGILE AND COMPLEX ENVIRONMENTS.

6. SwepisH DeveLoPMENT COOPERA TION AND HUMAN RIGHTS

THIS PUBLICATION INVESTIGATES THE INTEGRATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES INTO SWEDEN’S INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
POLICIES. |T EXPLORES HOW SWEDISH AID PROMOTES CIVIL RIGHTS, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE. THROUGH
VARIOUS CASE STUDIES, THE BOOK ILLUSTRATES THE ROLE OF DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION IN SUPPORTING HUMAN RIGHTS



GLOBALLY.

7. INNOVATIONS IN SweDISH AID: TECHNOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT

FOCUSING ON THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY, THIS BOOK ANALYZES HOW SWEDISH INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION
INCORPORATES INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO ADDRESS GLOBAL CHALLENGES. |T LOOKS AT INITIATIVES IN DIGITAL INCLUSION,
RENEW ABLE ENERGY, AND AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGY. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE POTENTIAL AND LIMITATIONS OF
TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION IN ADVANCING DEVELOPMENT GOALS.

8. SwepisH Aip AND EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT: STRATEGIES AND OUTCOMES

THIS BOOK REVIEWS SWEDEN’S EFFORTS TO IMPROVE EDUCATION SYSTEMS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES THROUGH INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION. |T COVERS FUNDING STRATEGIES, CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT, AND TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMS SUPPORTED BY
SWEDISH AID. THE OUTCOMES AND LONG-TERM IMPACTS ON EDUCATIONAL ACCESS AND QUALITY ARE CRITICALLY ASSESSED.

9. SweDen’s MULTILATERAL DevELoPMENT COOPERA TION: PARTNERSHIPS AND POLICIES

THIS WORK EXPLORES SWEDEN’S ENGAGEMENT WITH MULTILATERAL ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE UNITED NATIONS, THE
\X/ORLD BANK, AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS. |T EXAMINES HOW SWEDEN INFLUENCES AND COLLABORATES WITHIN THESE
INSTITUTIONS TO ADVANCE DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES POLICY COHERENCE AND COORDINATION
CHALLENGES IN MULTILATERAL COOPERATION.
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