
sworn financial statement colorado
instructions
sworn financial statement colorado instructions provide essential guidance
for individuals required to disclose their financial information under oath
in the state of Colorado. These instructions are critical for ensuring
accuracy, completeness, and legal compliance when preparing financial
disclosures, particularly in family law cases such as divorce or child
support proceedings. Understanding how to correctly complete a sworn
financial statement can prevent delays, disputes, and potential legal
consequences. This article covers the purpose of the sworn financial
statement in Colorado, detailed step-by-step instructions on how to fill out
the form, common mistakes to avoid, and tips for filing and submitting the
document. Whether you are a litigant, attorney, or legal professional, these
comprehensive sworn financial statement Colorado instructions will help you
navigate the process with confidence and clarity.
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Purpose and Importance of a Sworn Financial
Statement in Colorado
A sworn financial statement in Colorado is a legally binding document used to
disclose an individual's financial status under oath. This statement is a
critical component in family law cases such as divorce, child custody, and
child support because it provides the court with a transparent view of each
party’s income, assets, liabilities, and expenses. The purpose of the sworn
financial statement is to promote fairness in legal proceedings by ensuring
that all financial information is fully and honestly disclosed. Courts rely
heavily on this document when making decisions regarding property division,
spousal maintenance, and support obligations. Failure to submit a complete
and truthful sworn financial statement can result in sanctions, penalties, or
adverse rulings.



Legal Foundation and Requirements
Colorado law mandates the submission of a sworn financial statement in many
domestic relations cases. The statement must be notarized or signed under
penalty of perjury to attest to the accuracy of the information provided.
This requirement underscores the seriousness of the document and ensures that
all parties are held accountable for truthful disclosure. Understanding the
legal foundation helps individuals appreciate the importance of following
sworn financial statement Colorado instructions carefully to avoid legal
complications.

Step-by-Step Instructions for Completing the
Sworn Financial Statement
Completing the sworn financial statement accurately requires attention to
detail and comprehensive financial knowledge. The form is structured to
capture a wide range of financial data, and the following instructions
outline each section to guide users through the process.

Gather Necessary Financial Documentation
Before beginning the form, collect all relevant financial documents to ensure
that the information you provide is complete and accurate. Essential
documents include:

Recent pay stubs and income statements

Bank account statements

Credit card and loan statements

Tax returns from the past two years

Mortgage or rent payment records

Investment and retirement account statements

Documentation of monthly expenses such as utilities, insurance, and
childcare

Section 1: Personal Information
Begin by filling out your personal details, including your full name,
address, contact information, and case number if applicable. This section
ensures proper identification of the parties involved and links the sworn



financial statement to the correct legal case.

Section 2: Income Details
Report all sources of income, including wages, bonuses, commissions, self-
employment earnings, rental income, and any government benefits. Be precise
and use the most recent income data available. If income fluctuates, provide
an average over the past 12 months to give an accurate picture.

Section 3: Assets and Property
This part requires a detailed inventory of all assets owned individually or
jointly. Include real estate, vehicles, bank accounts, investments,
retirement accounts, valuable personal property, and business interests.
Specify current market values and outstanding debts secured by these assets.

Section 4: Liabilities and Debts
List all debts, including mortgages, credit card balances, personal loans,
medical bills, and any other financial obligations. Include creditor names,
account numbers, outstanding balances, and monthly payment amounts. Accurate
reporting of liabilities is crucial for equitable financial determinations.

Section 5: Monthly Expenses
Detail your typical monthly expenses, such as housing costs, utilities,
transportation, food, medical expenses, insurance premiums, childcare, and
education costs. Providing a realistic account of expenses helps the court
understand your financial needs and obligations.

Section 6: Certification and Signature
Review all information carefully before signing. The sworn financial
statement must be signed in the presence of a notary public or under penalty
of perjury, affirming that the information is true and complete. Any false
statements can lead to legal penalties.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Filling Out the
Statement
Errors on the sworn financial statement can lead to delays, increased legal
costs, or unfavorable outcomes. Being aware of common pitfalls helps in



submitting a reliable and effective document.

Inaccurate or Incomplete Financial Information
Failing to disclose all sources of income or omitting assets and debts can
undermine the credibility of the statement and result in sanctions. Ensure
that every relevant financial detail is included and double-check figures for
accuracy.

Failure to Update the Statement
If your financial situation changes significantly during the legal process,
an updated sworn financial statement may be required. Neglecting to provide
current information may negatively impact the court’s decisions.

Missing Signature or Notarization
An unsigned or improperly notarized statement is not legally valid. Confirm
that all required signatures are present and that notarization is completed
according to Colorado legal standards.

Using Incorrect or Outdated Forms
Always use the most current sworn financial statement form approved by
Colorado courts. Using outdated versions may cause rejection or the need for
resubmission.

Filing and Submission Procedures in Colorado
Courts
Once the sworn financial statement is completed, proper filing and submission
are essential to comply with court rules and timelines. Different courts may
have specific procedures, but the following general guidelines apply
statewide.

Where to File the Sworn Financial Statement
File the sworn financial statement with the clerk of the district court
handling your case. Ensure that you submit the original signed and notarized
document along with any required copies for the court and opposing counsel.



Deadlines and Timing
Colorado courts typically require the sworn financial statement to be filed
early in the case, often within a specific number of days after initial
pleadings. Missing filing deadlines can result in sanctions or adverse
rulings, so it is important to confirm the deadline applicable to your case.

Serving the Other Party
After filing, provide a copy of the sworn financial statement to the opposing
party or their attorney. Proper service ensures transparency and allows both
parties to prepare for negotiations or hearings based on accurate financial
information.

Additional Tips for Accuracy and Compliance
Adhering to sworn financial statement Colorado instructions involves more
than just filling out the form. The following suggestions can improve the
quality and effectiveness of your financial disclosure.

Be Thorough: Include all financial details, even those that may seem1.
insignificant. Complete transparency supports fair outcomes.

Keep Copies: Retain copies of all documents submitted for your records2.
and future reference.

Seek Professional Assistance: Consider consulting with a financial3.
advisor or attorney to ensure accuracy and compliance.

Review and Update: Periodically review your statement for any changes in4.
financial circumstances and update as necessary.

Maintain Honesty: Never falsify or omit information. Truthful disclosure5.
is legally required and protects your interests.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a sworn financial statement in Colorado?
A sworn financial statement in Colorado is a legally binding document where
an individual provides a detailed declaration of their financial status under
oath, typically used in family law cases such as divorce or child support.



When is a sworn financial statement required in
Colorado?
It is required during family law proceedings, including divorce, child
custody, or child support cases, where the court needs a clear understanding
of each party's financial situation to make fair decisions.

Where can I find the official form for a sworn
financial statement in Colorado?
The official forms can be found on the Colorado Judicial Branch website or
obtained from the county court clerk’s office handling your case.

What information must be included in a Colorado
sworn financial statement?
You must include detailed information about your income, expenses, assets,
liabilities, and any other relevant financial details as outlined in the form
instructions.

How do I properly complete a sworn financial
statement in Colorado?
Carefully read the instructions provided with the form, answer all questions
truthfully and completely, attach any required supporting documents, and sign
the statement in front of a notary or authorized official.

Are there any specific formatting or notarization
requirements for the sworn financial statement in
Colorado?
Yes, the statement must be signed under oath and notarized or signed in front
of an authorized court official to be considered valid.

Can I update or amend my sworn financial statement
in Colorado?
Yes, you can file an amended sworn financial statement if your financial
situation changes significantly during the case, following the court’s
procedures.

What happens if I provide false information on a
sworn financial statement in Colorado?
Providing false information is considered perjury, which can lead to legal
penalties including fines, contempt of court, or other sanctions.



Is there a deadline for submitting a sworn financial
statement in Colorado family law cases?
Deadlines vary by case and court, but typically the court will set a deadline
for submission. It is important to comply promptly to avoid delays or
penalties.

Can I get help with filling out a sworn financial
statement in Colorado?
Yes, you can seek assistance from an attorney, legal aid services, or court
self-help centers to ensure your sworn financial statement is completed
accurately.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Sworn Financial Statements in Colorado: A Practical Guide
This book offers a comprehensive overview of sworn financial statements
specific to Colorado. It explains the legal requirements, common forms, and
step-by-step instructions for completing these statements accurately. Ideal
for individuals and legal professionals, it demystifies the process and helps
ensure compliance with Colorado state laws.

2. Colorado Family Law and Sworn Financial Statements
Focused on the intersection of family law and financial disclosures, this
book details how sworn financial statements are used in divorce and custody
cases in Colorado. It provides guidelines on preparing accurate financial
reports, understanding their impact on legal proceedings, and tips for
effective financial documentation.

3. The Complete Guide to Sworn Financial Statement Instructions in Colorado
This guide dives deep into the specific instructions for filing sworn
financial statements in Colorado courts. It covers the nuances of various
court forms, explanations of financial terminology, and practical advice on
organizing and presenting financial data clearly and truthfully.

4. Financial Disclosure for Colorado Legal Proceedings: A Step-by-Step
Approach
Targeted at individuals involved in Colorado legal cases, this book outlines
the importance of financial disclosure and how sworn financial statements
play a role. It breaks down the preparation process into manageable steps,
ensuring users understand each part and avoid common mistakes.

5. Sworn Financial Statements Explained: Colorado Edition
This title simplifies the complexities of sworn financial statements through
easy-to-understand language and examples relevant to Colorado residents. It
includes annotated forms, checklists, and sample statements, making it a
valuable resource for both laypersons and professionals.



6. Preparing Sworn Financial Statements for Colorado Courts
An instructional manual focused on the preparation and submission of sworn
financial statements in Colorado’s judicial system. It highlights procedural
requirements, deadlines, and best practices to help users avoid delays and
ensure their financial disclosures meet all legal standards.

7. Legal Forms and Instructions: Sworn Financial Statements in Colorado
This reference book compiles the official financial statement forms used
across Colorado courts along with detailed instructions for each. It serves
as a one-stop resource for anyone needing to complete or understand these
documents within the state's legal framework.

8. Financial Statement Compliance in Colorado: Rules and Instructions
Exploring the regulatory environment, this book discusses compliance issues
related to sworn financial statements in Colorado. It covers state statutes,
court rules, and enforcement practices, providing readers insight into how to
maintain accuracy and honesty in their financial reporting.

9. Navigating Sworn Financial Statements in Colorado Divorce Cases
Specifically designed for divorcing couples and their attorneys, this book
focuses on the role of sworn financial statements in Colorado divorce
proceedings. It explains the significance of full disclosure, how to gather
necessary financial information, and strategies for effective presentation in
court.
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