table for purchase order history in
sap

table for purchase order history in sap plays a crucial role in managing and
analyzing procurement activities within SAP systems. Understanding which
tables store purchase order history data allows businesses to track changes,
monitor supplier performance, and maintain comprehensive audit trails. This
article delves into the essential SAP tables associated with purchase order
history, outlines their structures, and explains how to effectively retrieve
and interpret historical purchasing data. Additionally, it covers related
concepts such as change documents and transaction codes that facilitate
access to historical purchase order information. Whether for reporting,
auditing, or troubleshooting, knowledge of the table for purchase order
history in SAP is indispensable for procurement and SAP professionals. This
comprehensive guide includes detailed descriptions, use cases, and practical
insights to optimize the management of purchase order history in SAP.
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Understanding Purchase Order History in SAP

Purchase order history in SAP refers to the detailed record of all
activities, modifications, and transactions related to a purchase order after
its creation. This history is vital for tracking the lifecycle of procurement
documents, monitoring supplier interactions, and ensuring data integrity. In
SAP, the purchase order history includes information such as goods receipts,
invoice receipts, changes made to the purchase order, and payment data. A
thorough grasp of the purchase order history framework helps organizations
maintain transparency and optimize their purchasing processes.

Importance of Purchase Order History

Maintaining a detailed history of purchase orders allows organizations to:

e Track the status and progress of procurement activities.



e Identify discrepancies between ordered and received quantities.
e Analyze supplier performance based on delivery and invoicing timelines.
e Ensure compliance with audit and regulatory requirements.

e Support financial reconciliation and reporting processes.

Components of Purchase Order History

The purchase order history encompasses various components stored across
different SAP tables. These components generally include:

Goods Receipt Data

Invoice Receipt Data

Purchase Order Change Logs

Delivery Schedules and Confirmations

Key SAP Tables for Purchase Order History

In SAP, purchase order history data is distributed across several tables
designed to capture specific transaction details. Familiarity with these
tables is essential for efficient data retrieval and analysis.

Table EKKO — Purchase Order Header

The EKKO table contains header-level information for purchase orders such as
document number, vendor, purchasing organization, and approval status. It
serves as the primary reference for purchase order entries, linking to
detailed line item data and history records.

Table EKPO — Purchase Order Item

The EKPO table stores item-level details of purchase orders. Each line item
is linked to the header via the purchase order number. EKPO includes material
numbers, quantities, delivery dates, and pricing information.



Table EKBE — Purchase Order History

The EKBE table is the central repository for purchase order history
transactions. It records all goods receipts, invoice receipts, and other
relevant activities related to purchase order items. Key fields in EKBE
include movement type, document date, quantity, and posting date, which
provide comprehensive insights into the history of purchase order processing.

Table CDHDR and CDPOS - Change Documents

Change documents are stored in CDHDR (change document header) and CDPOS
(change document items) tables. These tables capture all modifications made
to purchase orders, such as changes in quantity, price, delivery date, or
vendor details. Linking these tables with purchase order numbers helps track
audit trails for procurement changes.

Accessing and Utilizing Purchase Order History
Data

Retrieving purchase order history data from SAP tables requires an
understanding of relevant transaction codes and query techniques. Efficient
access to this data enables business users and analysts to perform detailed
evaluations of purchasing activities.

Using SAP Transaction Codes
SAP provides several standard transaction codes to access purchase order

history without direct table queries. Important transaction codes include:

e ME23N — Display Purchase Order: Allows users to view purchase orders
with history and changes.

e MEBOFN — Purchase Order History: Provides comprehensive reporting on
purchase order history across multiple documents.

e MB51 — Material Document List: Useful for tracking goods receipts linked
to purchase orders.

Querying Purchase Order History Tables

For advanced reporting or integration, direct queries against tables like
EKBE, EKKO, and EKPO are performed using ABAP programs or SAP Query tools.
When querying, it is crucial to join these tables appropriately to gather



complete purchase order history information:

1. Join EKKO and EKPO on purchase order number for header and item details.
2. Join EKPO with EKBE to fetch transaction history for each item.

3. Use CDHDR and CDPOS for retrieving change logs linked to purchase
orders.

Change Documents and Their Role in Purchase
Order History

Change documents in SAP provide an audit trail of all modifications made to
purchase orders. These documents are essential for compliance and tracking
adjustments in procurement records over time.

Understanding Change Document Tables

The CDHDR table contains header information for each change document,
including the object class (e.g., purchase order), change date, and user who
made the change. CDPOS contains detailed information about individual fields
that were changed, showing old and new values.

Tracking Changes in Purchase Orders

By analyzing change documents, organizations can:

e Identify who made specific changes and when.
e Understand the nature and impact of modifications.
e Ensure data integrity and prevent unauthorized changes.

e Support audit and compliance requirements effectively.

Best Practices for Managing Purchase Order
History in SAP

Proper management of purchase order history ensures accurate, reliable, and
accessible procurement data. Adhering to best practices enhances operational
efficiency and data governance.



Data Consistency and Archiving

Regularly monitoring and archiving purchase order history data prevents
database bloat and maintains system performance. SAP offers archiving
solutions to manage historical data while preserving accessibility for audit
purposes.

Access Control and Security

Restricting access to purchase order history data is critical to safequard
sensitive procurement information. Implementing role-based permissions
ensures only authorized personnel can view or modify purchase order history.

Utilizing Reporting Tools

Leveraging SAP reporting tools like SAP Business Warehouse (BW) or SAP
Analytics Cloud (SAC) enables enhanced analysis and visualization of purchase
order history. These tools integrate data from history tables to provide
actionable insights.

Regular Audits and Data Validation

Conducting periodic audits of purchase order history data helps detect
inconsistencies, potential errors, or unauthorized changes. Validating data
accuracy ensures procurement decisions are based on reliable information.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which table in SAP stores purchase order header
data?

The table EKKO stores the purchase order header data in SAP.

Where can I find the purchase order item details in
SAP tables?

Purchase order item details are stored in the EKPO table in SAP.

Is there a table in SAP that tracks the change
history of purchase orders?

Yes, the CDHDR and CDPOS tables store change document headers and item
details, respectively, which can be used to track purchase order change



history.

How can I retrieve the history of purchase order
releases in SAP?

The table EKBZ contains data related to purchase order release strategy
history.

Which SAP table contains purchase order delivery
schedule history?

The EKET table holds the purchase order delivery schedule data, including
historical schedule lines.

Can I find vendor information related to purchase
orders in a single table?

Vendor master data is stored separately in tables like LFAl, but vendor
references in purchase orders are found in the EKKO table.

What is the best way to get comprehensive purchase
order history combining header and item data?

You can join EKKO (header) and EKPO (item) tables using the purchase order
number (EBELN) to get comprehensive purchase order history.

Are there any SAP tables that store purchase order
invoice history?

Purchase order invoice history is typically stored in the RBKP (invoice
document header) and RSEG (invoice document item) tables.

How can I find the approval and workflow status
history for purchase orders in SAP?

Approval and workflow status history may be found in SAP Business Workflow
tables like SWWWIHEAD and SWWLOG, linked to purchase orders via object keys.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding SAP Purchase Order Tables: A Comprehensive Guide

This book provides an in-depth look at the various tables related to purchase
order history in SAP. It explains the structure and relationships between key
tables such as EKKO, EKPO, and EKBE. Readers will learn how to extract and
interpret purchase order data for reporting and analysis purposes. Ideal for



SAP consultants and analysts aiming to master purchase order management.

2. SAP MM Purchase Order History: Tables and Data Management

Focused on the Materials Management (MM) module, this book covers the
essential tables used to track purchase order history in SAP. It details how
to manage and query data from tables like EKBE and EKPO to monitor
procurement activities. The book also includes practical examples and SQL
queries to help users efficiently access historical purchase order
information.

3. Mastering SAP Purchase Order Reporting with Table Insights

This guide is designed to help SAP users create accurate and insightful
purchase order reports by leveraging SAP tables. It discusses the key tables
involved in purchase order history and demonstrates how to link them for
comprehensive data extraction. Readers will benefit from step-by-step
instructions and real-world scenarios for reporting and auditing purposes.

4. Exploring SAP Purchase Order History Tables: Best Practices and Techniques
A practical resource for SAP professionals, this book dives into best
practices for accessing and maintaining purchase order history data. It
covers essential tables and their fields, alongside tips for optimizing data
retrieval and performance. The book also addresses common challenges and
solutions related to purchase order data management.

5. SAP Purchase Order Data Structures: Understanding Historical Records

This publication focuses on the data structures behind purchase order history
in SAP, offering detailed explanations of table relationships and key fields.
It is particularly useful for developers and technical consultants who need
to customize or enhance purchase order processing. The book also covers
integration points with other SAP modules affecting purchase order history.

6. Practical SAP MM: Handling Purchase Order History Tables

Targeted at SAP MM practitioners, this book offers hands-on guidance for
working with purchase order history tables. It includes practical exercises
and examples for extracting, updating, and analyzing purchase order data. The
content is tailored to improve operational efficiency and data accuracy in
procurement processes.

7. SAP ERP Purchase Order History: Data Retrieval and Analysis Techniques
This book explores various methods to retrieve and analyze purchase order
history data from SAP ERP systems. It highlights the key tables involved and
provides detailed SQL query examples for data extraction. The book is a
valuable resource for business analysts and SAP users seeking to enhance
their reporting capabilities.

8. Advanced SAP Purchase Order History Table Management

Designed for advanced SAP users and consultants, this book delves into
complex scenarios involving purchase order history tables. It covers advanced
gquerying techniques, data archiving strategies, and performance tuning.
Readers will gain expertise in managing large volumes of purchase order data
efficiently.



9. SAP Purchase Order History: Integration and Customization

This title focuses on how purchase order history tables integrate with other
SAP modules and how to customize these tables to meet specific business
requirements. It provides insights into enhancing standard SAP functionality
through user exits and BAdIs. The book is ideal for SAP developers and
functional consultants involved in procurement process optimization.
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