
tablet for non verbal communication

tablet for non verbal communication devices have revolutionized the way individuals with speech or language
impairments interact with the world. These specialized tablets serve as powerful tools to facilitate
communication for people who are nonverbal or have limited verbal abilities due to conditions such as autism,
cerebral palsy, stroke, or other speech disorders. The integration of advanced technologies and user-friendly
interfaces makes these tablets essential for enhancing social interaction, education, and daily living. This
article explores the features, benefits, and considerations when selecting a tablet for nonverbal
communication, along with the most popular applications and accessories that support effective
communication. Understanding these aspects can help caregivers, educators, and users make informed decisions
about adopting this assistive technology.

Understanding Tablets for Nonverbal Communication

Key Features to Consider

Popular Communication Apps

Benefits of Using Tablets for Nonverbal Communication

Choosing the Right Tablet and Accessories

Implementation and Training Strategies

Understanding Tablets for Nonverbal Communication

Tablets designed for nonverbal communication are specialized devices or standard tablets equipped with
augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) software. These tools provide users with a way to
express thoughts, needs, and emotions through symbols, pictures, text, or synthesized speech. The term “tablet
for nonverbal communication” encompasses a range of technologies, from dedicated AAC devices to mainstream
tablets customized with communication apps.

What is Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)?

Augmentative and Alternative Communication refers to methods and tools that supplement or replace speech
for individuals with communication challenges. AAC includes unaided systems like gestures and sign language,
as well as aided systems such as picture boards, speech-generating devices, and tablets with specialized
software. Tablets for nonverbal communication typically fall under aided AAC systems, offering dynamic and
customizable communication options.

How Tablets Facilitate Communication

Tablets equipped with AAC apps allow users to select icons, images, or text that correspond to words or
phrases, which the device then vocalizes using text-to-speech technology. This process enables effective
interaction with caregivers, educators, peers, and others in real-time. Additionally, many tablets support
customization features, enabling the creation of personalized vocabularies tailored to the user’s unique
communication needs and preferences.



Key Features to Consider

When selecting a tablet for nonverbal communication, several important features should be evaluated to
ensure the device meets the user’s specific requirements. These factors impact usability, durability, and overall
effectiveness in facilitating communication.

Hardware Specifications

A tablet used for AAC must offer a responsive touchscreen, sufficient processing power, and reliable battery
life. The screen size is also critical; larger screens provide more space for symbols and easier navigation, while
smaller devices offer portability. Durability is essential as well, since users may require protective cases to
prevent damage from drops or spills.

Software Compatibility

Compatibility with various AAC apps and software is a crucial consideration. Some tablets come preloaded
with AAC software, while others allow users to download apps that best suit their communication style.
The software should support multiple languages, customizable vocabularies, and features like predictive text
or voice output.

Accessibility and Ease of Use

Tablets for nonverbal communication must be accessible to users with different physical and cognitive abilities.
Features such as switch access, eye-tracking compatibility, adjustable volume, and simple navigation
interfaces enhance usability. Moreover, the learning curve for the device and software should be manageable for
both users and caregivers.

Popular Communication Apps

The effectiveness of a tablet for nonverbal communication largely depends on the AAC apps installed. These
applications offer various communication methods, vocabularies, and customization options tailored to
different user needs.

Proloquo2Go

Proloquo2Go is a widely used AAC app that provides a customizable vocabulary and symbol-based
communication system. It supports text-to-speech functionality and offers features like word prediction and
grammar support, making it suitable for users of all ages and abilities.

TouchChat

TouchChat is another popular AAC application designed for iOS devices. It features a range of pre-built
vocabularies and allows users to create personalized communication boards. The app also supports multi-
user profiles and various access methods.

Speak for Yourself

Speak for Yourself is known for its intuitive design and robust vocabulary options. It emphasizes natural



language learning by combining symbols and text, which helps users develop communication skills effectively.
The app also includes growth tracking and data analysis tools for therapists and caregivers.

Benefits of Using Tablets for Nonverbal Communication

Utilizing a tablet for nonverbal communication offers numerous advantages that significantly improve the
quality of life for users and their support networks.

Enhanced Social Interaction

Tablets facilitate real-time communication, enabling users to express feelings, ask questions, and participate in
conversations. This capability fosters stronger social connections and reduces feelings of isolation.

Improved Educational Outcomes

In educational settings, AAC tablets support learning by giving students a voice and enabling them to engage
actively with instructors and peers. Customized vocabularies can be aligned with curriculum needs, promoting
academic success.

Greater Independence

With the ability to communicate effectively, users gain more independence in daily activities, decision-making, and
self-advocacy. Tablets empower individuals to convey needs and preferences without relying solely on
caregivers.

Flexibility and Portability

Modern tablets are lightweight and portable, allowing users to carry their communication tools wherever
they go. This convenience supports consistent communication across various environments.

Choosing the Right Tablet and Accessories

Selecting the appropriate tablet and complementary accessories is essential to maximize the effectiveness of
nonverbal communication devices.

Tablet Options

Popular tablets for AAC include mainstream devices like Apple iPads and Android tablets, as well as dedicated
AAC devices designed specifically for communication. Each option has its pros and cons regarding cost,
flexibility, and durability.

Essential Accessories

Accessories play a vital role in enhancing usability and protecting the device. Common accessories include:

Protective cases and screen guards



Mounts and stands for hands-free use

External keyboards or switch interfaces

Styluses designed for users with fine motor challenges

Considerations for Customization

Customization options such as adjustable symbol sizes, voice settings, and interface layouts enable the device
to be tailored to the user’s preferences and abilities, enhancing communication efficiency.

Implementation and Training Strategies

Successful adoption of a tablet for nonverbal communication requires proper implementation and ongoing
training for users, caregivers, and educators.

Assessment and Goal Setting

Prior to introducing a communication tablet, professionals conduct thorough assessments to identify the
user’s needs, abilities, and communication goals. This process guides device selection and software
customization.

Training for Users and Supporters

Training focuses on teaching users how to navigate the device and apps effectively while educating caregivers
and educators on supporting communication efforts. Consistent practice and encouragement are critical to
mastery.

Ongoing Evaluation and Updates

Regular evaluation ensures that the tablet and software continue to meet the user’s evolving needs. Updates
to vocabulary sets, software features, and device hardware may be necessary to maintain optimal
communication support.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best tablets for non-verbal communication in 2024?

Some of the best tablets for non-verbal communication in 2024 include the Apple iPad with apps like
Proloquo2Go, the Samsung Galaxy Tab with communication apps, and dedicated AAC devices like the Tobii
Dynavox I-Series.

How do tablets assist non-verbal individuals in communication?

Tablets assist non-verbal individuals by providing access to Augmentative and Alternative Communication
(AAC) apps that use symbols, pictures, and text-to-speech technology to help users express their needs,



thoughts, and emotions effectively.

Are there affordable tablet options for non-verbal communication?

Yes, affordable options include budget-friendly Android tablets paired with free or low-cost AAC apps such
as CoughDrop or Avaz. Additionally, refurbished tablets can be a cost-effective choice.

What features should I look for in a tablet for non-verbal communication?

Key features include a responsive touchscreen, long battery life, compatibility with AAC apps, durable build,
portability, and accessibility options like switch control or eye-tracking support for users with motor
impairments.

Can tablets be customized for different types of non-verbal communication
needs?

Absolutely. Tablets can be customized with various AAC apps tailored to individual needs, including symbol-
based, text-based, or hybrid communication systems. Many apps allow personalization of vocabulary, voice
output, and interface to suit the user's preferences and abilities.

Additional Resources
1. Communicating Without Words: Using Tablets for Nonverbal Expression
This book explores how tablets have revolutionized communication for individuals who are nonverbal. It
provides practical guidance on selecting appropriate apps and customizing devices to meet individual needs.
Readers will find case studies and tips for caregivers and educators to facilitate effective communication.

2. Augmentative and Alternative Communication with Tablets: A Practical Guide
Focused on augmentative and alternative communication (AAC), this guide details how tablets serve as
powerful tools for nonverbal individuals. It covers technology integration, app recommendations, and
strategies to enhance user engagement. The book also discusses assessment techniques to tailor communication
solutions.

3. Tablet Technology in Nonverbal Autism Communication
This book specifically addresses the use of tablets in supporting communication for individuals with autism
who are nonverbal. It highlights evidence-based practices and the impact of tablet apps on social interaction
and language development. Parents and therapists will find actionable advice for implementation.

4. Express Yourself: Tablet-Based Communication for Nonverbal Children
Designed for parents and educators, this book focuses on empowering nonverbal children through tablet
technology. It covers a variety of communication apps, customization options, and strategies to encourage
expressive language. The author also discusses overcoming common challenges in AAC adoption.

5. Innovative AAC Solutions: Tablets as Communication Devices
This title reviews the latest innovations in AAC technology, with an emphasis on tablet-based systems.
Readers will learn about cutting-edge apps, integration with other assistive devices, and user-centered design
principles. The book also examines future trends and research in tablet communication.

6. Nonverbal Communication Strategies Using Mobile Devices
A comprehensive overview of mobile device applications for nonverbal communication, this book includes
tablets as a primary focus. It offers practical advice for caregivers, educators, and therapists on implementing
technology in daily communication routines. The text also addresses accessibility and customization concerns.

7. The AAC Tablet Handbook: Tools for Nonverbal Communication
This handbook serves as an essential resource for those supporting nonverbal individuals using tablets. It
features detailed app reviews, setup instructions, and troubleshooting tips to maximize device effectiveness. The



author emphasizes user empowerment and collaborative communication planning.

8. Enhancing Communication: Tablets for Speech and Language Therapy
Targeted at speech-language pathologists, this book discusses how tablets can be integrated into therapy for
nonverbal clients. It provides methodologies for using tablet apps to promote language acquisition and
improve social communication skills. Additionally, it includes success stories and clinical insights.

9. Digital Voices: The Role of Tablets in Nonverbal Communication
This book presents a broad perspective on digital communication aids, focusing on tablets as transformative
tools for nonverbal users. It covers theoretical frameworks, practical applications, and the social impact of
digital AAC devices. The author also addresses ethical considerations and user advocacy.
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