
tablets for non verbal communication
tablets for non verbal communication have revolutionized the way individuals with speech and
language difficulties express themselves. These devices offer a powerful platform for augmentative
and alternative communication (AAC), enabling users to convey thoughts, needs, and emotions
effectively. Tablets designed for non verbal communication combine intuitive touchscreens with
specialized software applications that translate symbols, pictures, or text into spoken words. This
article explores the benefits, features, and considerations when selecting tablets for non verbal
communication. It also reviews top applications and provides guidance on how caregivers and
professionals can maximize the utility of these tools. The following sections will delve into the
technology behind these devices, their impact on users’ lives, and practical tips for integration in
various settings.
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Understanding Tablets for Non Verbal Communication
Tablets for non verbal communication serve as assistive technology tools that facilitate interaction
and language expression for individuals who cannot rely on speech. These devices are particularly
valuable for people with conditions such as autism spectrum disorder, cerebral palsy, aphasia, or
other speech impairments. By employing visual symbols, text-to-speech engines, and customizable
interfaces, these tablets allow users to participate more fully in social, educational, and professional
environments.

How Non Verbal Communication Tablets Work
These tablets utilize AAC software that converts user inputs into verbal output or written
communication. The user interacts with the touchscreen to select images, words, or phrases, which
the software then vocalizes through synthesized speech. Some systems also support eye-tracking or
switch access for users with limited motor skills. The technology is designed to be user-friendly and
adaptable, ensuring individuals can communicate their unique messages effectively.

Benefits of Using Tablets for Non Verbal Communication
The advantages of employing tablets for non verbal communication extend beyond mere speech



substitution. These benefits include:

Increased independence and self-expression

Enhanced social interaction and relationship building

Improved participation in educational and work settings

Customization to fit individual communication styles and needs

Portability and convenience compared to traditional communication boards

Key Features of Effective Communication Tablets
Choosing an appropriate tablet for non verbal communication requires understanding the essential
features that support accessibility and usability. The best devices integrate hardware and software
that accommodate diverse user needs and preferences.

Touchscreen Responsiveness and Accessibility Options
High touchscreen sensitivity and accuracy are critical for users with motor challenges. Tablets
should offer adjustable settings such as touch delay, sensitivity calibration, and support for
alternative input methods like styluses or adaptive switches. Accessibility features such as screen
readers and magnifiers further enhance usability.

Durability and Portability
Since communication devices are often used throughout the day and in various environments,
tablets for non verbal communication must be durable and lightweight. Protective cases and screen
guards are vital to protect against accidental drops and damage, ensuring longevity and reliability.

Battery Life and Connectivity
Extended battery life is essential for uninterrupted communication, especially in school or work
settings. Additionally, connectivity options such as Wi-Fi and Bluetooth enable software updates,
cloud backups, and integration with other assistive devices or communication platforms.

Top Applications for Non Verbal Communication on
Tablets
Several specialized AAC applications have been developed to optimize the functionality of tablets for
non verbal communication. These apps vary in complexity, customization, and target user groups.



Popular AAC Applications

Proloquo2Go: A widely used app offering a vast symbol library, customizable vocabulary, and
natural-sounding voices. It caters to a broad range of communication needs and ages.

TouchChat: Provides extensive features including word prediction, grammar support, and
multiple access methods. Suitable for users requiring advanced communication tools.

Speak for Yourself: Focuses on simplicity and fast communication through an intuitive grid-
based system with customizable buttons and categories.

Avaz: Designed for children and adults, Avaz combines symbol-based communication with
text-to-speech and includes educational features.

LetMeTalk: A free app that supports basic AAC needs with a large symbol database and
offline functionality.

Criteria for Selecting AAC Applications
When choosing an AAC application for tablets, consider factors such as:

Compatibility with the user’s cognitive and motor abilities

Customization options to match vocabulary and communication style

Support for multiple languages and voices

User interface simplicity and ease of navigation

Cost and availability of technical support

Choosing the Right Tablet for Communication Needs
Selecting an appropriate tablet for non verbal communication involves evaluating both the hardware
specifications and the software ecosystem. The ideal device balances performance, accessibility, and
budget considerations.

Popular Tablet Models for AAC
Several tablets are favored for their compatibility and performance with AAC applications:

Apple iPad: Renowned for its high-quality display, robust app ecosystem, and accessibility
features, the iPad is a top choice for many AAC users.



Samsung Galaxy Tab: Offers Android-based flexibility with a variety of AAC apps and
customizable hardware options.

Microsoft Surface Go: Combines Windows-based functionality with portability, suitable for
users who require full desktop applications alongside AAC software.

Factors to Consider When Purchasing
Key considerations include:

Operating system: Compatibility with preferred AAC apps and updates.

Screen size: Larger screens facilitate easier interaction but may reduce portability.

Storage capacity: Adequate space for apps, custom vocabularies, and media files.

Budget constraints: Balancing cost with necessary features and durability.

Support and warranty: Availability of customer service and repair options.

Implementing Tablets for Communication in Daily Life
Successful adoption of tablets for non verbal communication depends on thorough training,
consistent use, and integration into the user’s environment. Collaboration among caregivers,
therapists, educators, and the users themselves is essential.

Training and Support for Users and Caregivers
Instruction on device operation, software navigation, and troubleshooting ensures maximum benefit.
Training programs often include:

Hands-on practice sessions

Guidance on customizing vocabulary and settings

Strategies for promoting communication in social contexts

Ongoing technical support and updates



Incorporating Tablets into Educational and Social Settings
To enhance communication outcomes, tablets should be seamlessly integrated into daily routines.
This involves collaboration with educators to align AAC use with curriculum goals and social
activities. Encouraging peer interaction and fostering positive attitudes toward AAC devices also
contribute to successful implementation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are tablets for non-verbal communication?
Tablets for non-verbal communication are specialized devices or standard tablets equipped with
apps that help individuals who have difficulty speaking to communicate using symbols, pictures,
text, or voice output.

Which features should I look for in a tablet for non-verbal
communication?
Key features include a durable build, long battery life, accessibility options, compatibility with
communication apps, a user-friendly interface, and sufficient processing power to run AAC
(Augmentative and Alternative Communication) software smoothly.

What are some popular apps used on tablets for non-verbal
communication?
Popular apps include Proloquo2Go, TouchChat, LAMP Words for Life, and CoughDrop, which
provide customizable symbol-based or text-to-speech communication options for users.

Can mainstream tablets like iPads be used for non-verbal
communication?
Yes, mainstream tablets such as iPads and Android tablets are commonly used for non-verbal
communication by installing AAC apps, making them versatile and widely accessible tools for
communication support.

How do tablets assist children with autism in communication?
Tablets help children with autism by providing visual supports, interactive communication tools, and
customizable interfaces that encourage expressive communication and reduce frustration associated
with speech difficulties.

Are there tablets specifically designed for non-verbal
communication?
Yes, some companies produce dedicated communication tablets with robust hardware and pre-



installed AAC software tailored for non-verbal users, but many users also customize standard tablets
with appropriate apps to meet their needs.

What is the average cost of a tablet for non-verbal
communication?
The cost varies widely; basic AAC apps on standard tablets can start around $100-$300, while
specialized communication tablets with software can range from $1,000 to $5,000 depending on
features and customization.

How can caregivers and educators support the use of tablets
for non-verbal communication?
Caregivers and educators can support users by providing training, customizing apps to match the
individual’s vocabulary and needs, integrating tablet use into daily routines, and encouraging
consistent practice to enhance communication skills.

Additional Resources
1. Communicating Without Words: Tablets and AAC for Nonverbal Individuals
This book explores how tablets equipped with Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
apps have revolutionized communication for nonverbal individuals. It covers various types of AAC
tools, practical strategies for implementation, and success stories from users and caregivers.
Readers will gain insights into selecting appropriate apps and maximizing their use in daily life.

2. Tech Talk: Enhancing Nonverbal Communication Through Tablets
Focusing on the intersection of technology and speech therapy, this book delves into how tablets
serve as powerful aids for people with speech impairments. It offers guidance on customizing AAC
apps to fit individual needs and discusses the challenges and benefits of integrating tablets into
communication plans. Therapists and families alike will find valuable tips for fostering meaningful
interactions.

3. Digital Voices: A Guide to Tablet-Based AAC for Nonverbal Communicators
Digital Voices provides a comprehensive overview of tablet-based AAC systems, highlighting their
role in empowering nonverbal users to express themselves. The book details features of popular
communication apps, user interface considerations, and training methods for both users and
caregivers. It also addresses future trends in AAC technology.

4. Connecting Through Touch: Tablets as Tools for Nonverbal Communication
This book emphasizes the tactile and visual advantages of tablet devices in supporting
communication for nonverbal individuals. It discusses how touchscreens facilitate interaction and
the importance of personalized vocabulary sets. Case studies illustrate how tablets can improve
social connections and independence.

5. Speak Up: Tablets and AAC Strategies for Nonverbal Children
Designed specifically for parents and educators, Speak Up presents practical strategies for
introducing tablet-based AAC to nonverbal children. It includes step-by-step instructions for setting
up communication apps and adapting them as children grow. The book also addresses common



concerns and provides advice on encouraging consistent use.

6. From Silence to Speech: Tablet Communication Solutions for Autism
This title focuses on the use of tablets to support communication in children and adults with autism
spectrum disorder who are nonverbal. It reviews evidence-based approaches and app
recommendations tailored to sensory and cognitive needs. The book also highlights success stories
and offers guidance on collaborative therapy approaches.

7. Empowering Voices: Tablets and AAC for Adults with Aphasia
Empowering Voices examines how tablet technology can assist adults who have lost verbal
communication abilities due to stroke or brain injury. The author presents case studies, app reviews,
and rehabilitation techniques that integrate AAC tools into recovery. This resource is valuable for
speech-language pathologists and caregivers aiming to restore communication.

8. Augmenting Communication: The Role of Tablets in Nonverbal Expression
This book provides an academic yet accessible analysis of how tablets have transformed AAC
practices. It covers theoretical foundations, technological developments, and practical applications
in various settings such as schools, clinics, and homes. Readers will learn about assessment methods
and customizing devices to fit user preferences.

9. Touch and Talk: Innovative Tablet Solutions for Nonverbal Communication
Touch and Talk showcases the latest innovations in tablet-based communication devices and apps
designed for nonverbal users. Highlighting user-friendly design and adaptive features, the book
offers insights from developers, therapists, and users. It encourages embracing technology to break
down communication barriers and enhance quality of life.
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