
tacoma and pierce county humane
society

tacoma and pierce county humane society represents a vital organization
dedicated to the welfare and protection of animals in the Tacoma and Pierce
County region. This humane society operates with the primary mission of
rescuing, sheltering, and finding loving homes for abandoned and abused
animals. Beyond adoption services, the Tacoma and Pierce County Humane
Society also emphasizes community education, spay and neuter programs, and
advocacy for animal rights. This article explores the comprehensive services
offered by the humane society, its history and mission, volunteer and
donation opportunities, and the impact it has on the local community. By
understanding the scope and significance of the Tacoma and Pierce County
Humane Society, residents can better appreciate the essential role it plays
in animal welfare and community support.
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Overview of Tacoma and Pierce County Humane
Society

The Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society is a nonprofit organization
committed to enhancing the lives of animals through rescue, shelter, and
adoption services. Established decades ago, the society has grown to become
one of the leading animal welfare organizations in the Pacific Northwest. Its
mission centers on preventing cruelty, providing safe refuge for homeless
animals, and promoting responsible pet ownership throughout Pierce County and
the city of Tacoma.

Operating with a team of dedicated staff and volunteers, the humane society
collaborates with local authorities, veterinary clinics, and other animal
welfare groups to coordinate efforts in animal protection and care. The
organization’s infrastructure includes modern shelter facilities equipped to
handle various animal needs ranging from emergency medical care to behavioral
rehabilitation.

History and Mission

The Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society was founded with the goal of
addressing the growing need for animal care and control in the region. Over
the years, it has expanded its services to include not only animal sheltering



but also comprehensive community programs aimed at education, prevention, and
advocacy. The mission statement emphasizes compassion, respect, and
responsibility toward animals and the community, ensuring that every animal
receives humane treatment and a chance at a healthy life.

Community Impact

The humane society significantly impacts the local community by reducing
stray animal populations, promoting public health through vaccination and
spay/neuter programs, and fostering a culture of kindness toward animals.
Through partnerships and outreach, it raises awareness about animal welfare
issues and encourages community members to participate actively in creating a
safer environment for pets and wildlife alike.

Services Provided by the Humane Society

The Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society offers a wide range of services
designed to support animals and their owners. These services are tailored to
address the various challenges faced by homeless and at-risk animals in the
community.

Animal Rescue and Shelter

One of the core functions is rescuing animals from abusive or neglectful
situations and providing temporary shelter. The humane society maintains a
safe, clean, and nurturing environment where rescued animals receive
veterinary care, proper nutrition, and socialization to prepare them for
adoption.

Adoption Services

The society facilitates responsible pet adoption by matching animals with
suitable families. Potential adopters undergo a screening process to ensure
compatibility and commitment, thereby promoting successful, lifelong pet
ownership. The adoption services include cats, dogs, small mammals, and
occasionally other animals.

Spay and Neuter Programs

To control the pet population and reduce the number of homeless animals, the
humane society provides affordable spay and neuter surgeries. These programs
are essential in preventing unwanted litters and decreasing shelter intake
rates.

Lost and Found Assistance

Recognizing the distress caused by lost pets, the humane society offers
resources and support to reunite lost animals with their owners. This
includes maintaining a database of found animals and providing guidance on
steps to locate missing pets.



Volunteer and Community Involvement

Volunteers form the backbone of the Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society’s
operations. Their commitment and efforts are crucial to the success of the
organization’s mission and daily activities.

Volunteer Opportunities

The humane society offers a variety of volunteer roles that cater to
different interests and skill sets. Volunteers assist with animal care,
administrative tasks, event planning, and community outreach. This engagement
provides valuable experience and fosters a deeper connection between the
community and animal welfare efforts.

Community Partnerships

Collaboration with local businesses, schools, and other nonprofits enhances
the reach and effectiveness of the humane society’s programs. Community
partnerships enable joint initiatives such as fundraising events, educational
workshops, and large-scale adoption drives.

Adoption Process and Animal Care

Adopting a pet from the Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society involves a
thorough process designed to ensure the best match between animal and owner.
This approach maximizes the well-being of the animals and the satisfaction of
adopters.

Screening and Counseling

Prospective adopters complete an application and participate in a counseling
session with staff to discuss their lifestyle, preferences, and experience
with pets. This helps identify animals that fit well with the adopter’s
environment and needs.

Post-Adoption Support

The humane society provides ongoing support to adopters, including advice on
pet care, training resources, and access to veterinary services. This support
network helps maintain healthy, happy relationships between pets and their
new families.

Animal Health and Behavior

All animals available for adoption receive comprehensive veterinary
evaluations, vaccinations, and behavioral assessments. The humane society
addresses any medical or behavioral issues before placement to ensure that
adopted pets are ready for their new homes.



Support and Donations

Financial and material support are vital for the Tacoma and Pierce County
Humane Society to sustain its operations and expand its services. Donations
from individuals, corporations, and foundations contribute directly to animal
care and program development.

Ways to Donate

Monetary Contributions: One-time gifts or recurring donations

In-Kind Donations: Pet food, supplies, and medical equipment

Planned Giving: Bequests, trusts, and endowments

Fundraising Events: Charity runs, galas, and auctions

Impact of Donations

Donations enable the humane society to provide medical treatment, improve
shelter facilities, expand community programs, and increase rescue capacity.
Every contribution plays a significant role in improving the lives of
countless animals in Tacoma and Pierce County.

Educational Programs and Outreach

Education is a cornerstone of the Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society’s
strategy to promote animal welfare and responsible pet ownership. The
organization develops and implements various programs targeting different
segments of the community.

School and Youth Programs

The humane society conducts interactive sessions and workshops in schools to
teach children about empathy, animal care, and safety around animals. These
programs foster early awareness and respect for living creatures.

Public Awareness Campaigns

Through public campaigns, the humane society raises awareness about issues
such as pet overpopulation, animal cruelty, and the importance of spaying and
neutering. These campaigns utilize community events, social media, and
printed materials to reach a broad audience.

Workshops and Training

Offering workshops for pet owners on topics like pet behavior, nutrition, and



first aid helps improve the quality of life for pets and strengthens the
human-animal bond. Training sessions are designed to equip owners with skills
to address common challenges effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does the Tacoma and Pierce County
Humane Society offer?

The Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society offers animal adoption,
veterinary care, spay/neuter services, pet training, and community outreach
programs to promote animal welfare.

Where is the Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society
located?

The Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society is located in Tacoma, Washington,
serving the residents of Pierce County and surrounding areas.

How can I adopt a pet from the Tacoma and Pierce
County Humane Society?

You can adopt a pet by visiting their shelter, viewing available animals on
their website, completing an adoption application, and meeting with staff to
find a suitable pet.

Does the Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society
offer volunteer opportunities?

Yes, the Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society offers various volunteer
opportunities including animal care, event support, foster care, and
administrative assistance.

What are the adoption fees at the Tacoma and Pierce
County Humane Society?

Adoption fees vary depending on the type and age of the animal but generally
include vaccinations, microchipping, and spay/neuter surgery to ensure pets
are healthy and ready for adoption.

How does the Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society
support lost and found pets?

They provide resources to help reunite lost pets with their owners, including
a lost and found database, community alerts, and shelter intake services for
found animals.

Can I foster animals through the Tacoma and Pierce



County Humane Society?

Yes, the humane society has a foster program where individuals can
temporarily care for animals in their homes until they are adopted.

What COVID-19 safety measures are in place at the
Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society?

The humane society has implemented safety protocols such as appointment-only
visits, social distancing, mask requirements, and enhanced sanitation to
protect staff and visitors.

How can I donate to the Tacoma and Pierce County
Humane Society?

Donations can be made online through their website, by mail, or in person at
the shelter, supporting their programs and animal care services.

Does the Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society
offer educational programs?

Yes, they provide educational programs and workshops for schools and the
community to promote responsible pet ownership and animal welfare awareness.

Additional Resources
1. Hearts & Paws: Stories from Tacoma's Humane Heroes
This book shares touching and inspiring stories from the dedicated staff and
volunteers at the Pierce County Humane Society in Tacoma. It highlights the
challenges and triumphs of rescuing animals in need and the profound bonds
formed between humans and pets. Readers gain insight into the organization’s
daily operations and the community’s role in animal welfare.

2. Paws of Hope: Rescuing Tacoma’s Forgotten Animals
Focusing on the rescue efforts within Pierce County, this book details the
journeys of animals saved from neglect and abuse. It provides a behind-the-
scenes look at the humane society’s efforts to rehabilitate and rehome these
animals. The narrative is a powerful testament to compassion and second
chances.

3. Compassion in Action: Pierce County Humane Society’s Legacy
Tracing the history of the Pierce County Humane Society, this book celebrates
decades of animal advocacy and community involvement. It explores how the
organization has evolved to meet the changing needs of Tacoma’s animal
population. Personal anecdotes and historical milestones paint a vivid
picture of dedication and progress.

4. Adoption Tales: Finding Forever Homes in Tacoma
This collection of adoption stories from the Pierce County Humane Society
highlights the joy and transformation that come with giving animals a second
chance. Each chapter tells the story of a pet and their new family,
showcasing the emotional rewards of adoption. The book encourages readers to
consider adopting and supporting local shelters.

5. Guardians of Tacoma’s Animals: The Volunteers’ Journey



Focusing on the volunteers at the Pierce County Humane Society, this book
delves into the experiences and motivations of those who dedicate their time
to animal welfare. Through interviews and personal stories, readers see the
impact of volunteerism on both animals and people. It’s a tribute to
community spirit and selfless service.

6. From Shelter to Sanctuary: Pierce County Humane Society’s Rehabilitation
Efforts
This book explores the rehabilitation programs that help injured, sick, and
traumatized animals at the Pierce County Humane Society. It covers veterinary
care, behavior training, and the challenges of preparing animals for
adoption. The detailed descriptions highlight the expertise and compassion
involved in these life-saving efforts.

7. Tacoma Tails: A Year at the Pierce County Humane Society
Following a full year at the shelter, this book offers a seasonal perspective
on the lives of animals and staff at the Pierce County Humane Society.
Readers experience the highs and lows, special events, and everyday moments
that define shelter life. The narrative captures the resilience and hope that
characterize the organization.

8. Building a Better Future: Pierce County Humane Society’s Community
Programs
This book highlights educational and outreach programs designed to promote
responsible pet ownership in Tacoma and surrounding areas. It details
initiatives such as spay/neuter clinics, school visits, and community
partnerships. The focus is on prevention and creating a more compassionate
community for animals.

9. Unleashing Kindness: How Tacoma’s Humane Society Changed Lives
Through a series of case studies, this book illustrates how the Pierce County
Humane Society has transformed the lives of animals and people alike. It
covers rescue operations, adoption successes, and community healing through
the human-animal bond. The stories demonstrate the profound social impact of
humane work in Tacoma.
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