
take em away old crow medicine show
take em away old crow medicine show is a captivating song by the renowned Americana band
Old Crow Medicine Show. This track exemplifies the group's unique blend of folk, bluegrass, and old-
time music, capturing audiences with its energetic rhythms and storytelling lyrics. The phrase "take
em away" resonates as a call to action within the song, reflecting themes of hardship, resilience, and
the human experience. This article explores the background and significance of the song, the band’s
history, lyrical analysis, and its impact on the genre as a whole. Additionally, it covers the musical
composition, critical reception, and live performances that have contributed to the song’s popularity.
Readers interested in Americana music or Old Crow Medicine Show will find a detailed exploration of
"take em away old crow medicine show" here.
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Background and Origin of "Take Em Away"
The song "take em away old crow medicine show" holds a significant place in the band’s repertoire,
reflecting their deep roots in traditional American music. Originating from Old Crow Medicine Show’s
efforts to revive and celebrate folk and bluegrass traditions, the song embodies a blend of historical
influences and modern storytelling. The phrase "take em away" often conveys a sense of removal or
escape, which is thematically explored in the lyrics. Understanding the background of this song
provides insight into the band’s creative process and their dedication to preserving musical heritage
while engaging contemporary audiences.

Inspiration Behind the Song
The inspiration for "take em away" stems from a mix of personal experiences, historical narratives,
and traditional folk motifs. Old Crow Medicine Show often draws from Appalachian folk songs and
early American ballads, reinterpreting them with a fresh perspective. The song’s title and refrain echo
sentiments of resilience amidst adversity, a common theme in the band’s catalog. It reflects both a
literal and metaphorical call to remove hardships or negative influences from one’s life.



Songwriting Process
The songwriting process for this track involved collaboration among band members, integrating
acoustic string instruments characteristic of old-time music. The creative approach balances lyrical
storytelling with catchy melodies, ensuring the song’s accessibility and emotional depth. This process
highlights Old Crow Medicine Show’s expertise in crafting songs that honor tradition while appealing
to a broad audience.

Old Crow Medicine Show: Band Overview
Old Crow Medicine Show is an influential Americana string band known for its vibrant fusion of folk,
bluegrass, and country music. Formed in the late 1990s, the group has played a pivotal role in the
modern roots music revival. Their authentic sound and commitment to traditional instrumentation
have earned them a dedicated fanbase and critical acclaim. Understanding the band’s history and
style is essential to appreciating the context of "take em away old crow medicine show."

Band Formation and Members
The band originated in Nashville, Tennessee, with founding members sharing a passion for old-time
music. Over the years, Old Crow Medicine Show’s lineup has included talented musicians skilled in
banjo, fiddle, guitar, harmonica, and other acoustic instruments. Their dynamic performances and
tight harmonies distinguish them within the Americana genre.

Musical Influences
Old Crow Medicine Show draws inspiration from traditional Appalachian music, early country blues,
and jug band tunes. Influences include artists like Woody Guthrie, Bill Monroe, and the Skillet Lickers.
This foundation informs their sound and songwriting approach, including the creation of songs like
"take em away."

Lyrical Themes and Analysis
The lyrics of "take em away old crow medicine show" explore themes of hardship, escape, and the
quest for freedom. The song employs vivid imagery and narrative storytelling to connect with
listeners on an emotional level. Analyzing the lyrics reveals the band’s skill in weaving traditional
motifs with contemporary relevance.

Key Themes

Resilience: The song emphasizes overcoming difficult circumstances.

Escape: The recurring phrase "take em away" suggests a desire to remove troubles or
oppressive forces.



Tradition: References to folk culture and historical struggles ground the song in Americana
heritage.

Lyrical Structure
The song utilizes a repetitive chorus and narrative verses that build a compelling story arc. This
structure enhances memorability and invites audience participation, a hallmark of Old Crow Medicine
Show’s songwriting style. The simplicity of the lyrics belies their emotional complexity and cultural
significance.

Musical Composition and Style
The musical arrangement of "take em away old crow medicine show" showcases the band’s
proficiency in traditional Americana instrumentation. The song’s upbeat tempo, rhythmic banjo
picking, and harmonious vocals create an engaging sound that appeals to fans of both folk and
bluegrass music.

Instrumentation

Banjo: Provides driving rhythmic energy and melodic hooks.

Fiddle: Adds melodic embellishments and traditional tonal colors.

Guitar: Supports rhythm and harmonic structure.

Harmonica: Contributes bluesy accents and texture.

Double bass: Anchors the rhythm section with deep tones.

Musical Influences and Style Elements
The song blends elements of old-time music with bluegrass and folk revival sounds, reflecting Old
Crow Medicine Show’s eclectic influences. The use of call-and-response vocals and driving rhythms
encourages audience engagement. This blend makes "take em away" both a tribute to tradition and a
modern roots anthem.

Critical Reception and Impact
"take em away old crow medicine show" has received positive reviews from music critics and fans
alike. It is praised for its authenticity, energetic performance, and lyrical depth. The song contributes



to the band’s reputation as leading figures in the Americana and roots music scene.

Reviews and Accolades
Critics have highlighted the song’s ability to evoke the spirit of early American music while remaining
fresh and relevant. It is often cited in reviews of Old Crow Medicine Show’s albums and live shows as
a standout track. The band’s skillful musicianship and heartfelt delivery have earned them awards
and nominations within the folk and bluegrass communities.

Influence on Americana Music
The song, along with others by Old Crow Medicine Show, has helped popularize traditional string band
music among younger audiences. Its success has encouraged a resurgence of interest in acoustic
roots music, influencing numerous contemporary artists and bands.

Live Performances and Audience Reception
Old Crow Medicine Show is known for their lively and engaging live performances, and "take em
away" is often a highlight of their concerts. The song’s infectious energy and sing-along chorus make
it a fan favorite, fostering a communal atmosphere at shows.

Performance Dynamics
During live shows, the band emphasizes interaction with the audience, encouraging sing-alongs and
participation. The instrumental solos and dynamic tempo shifts in "take em away" showcase the
musicians’ technical abilities and stage presence.

Fan and Community Engagement
The song has become an anthem among fans of Old Crow Medicine Show, often featured in setlists
and live recordings. Its themes resonate with listeners who appreciate the blend of historical
storytelling and contemporary relevance. This connection strengthens the band’s community and
maintains their prominence in the roots music scene.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Take Em Away' by Old Crow Medicine Show?
'Take Em Away' is a song by Old Crow Medicine Show, known for its energetic blend of folk, bluegrass,
and Americana music.



When was 'Take Em Away' by Old Crow Medicine Show
released?
'Take Em Away' was released as part of Old Crow Medicine Show's music catalog in recent years,
showcasing their signature style.

What genre does 'Take Em Away' by Old Crow Medicine Show
belong to?
'Take Em Away' belongs to the Americana and folk genre, featuring elements of bluegrass and roots
music.

Who are the members of Old Crow Medicine Show featured in
'Take Em Away'?
The members typically include Ketch Secor, Critter Fuqua, Kevin Hayes, and others who contribute to
the band's distinctive sound in 'Take Em Away.'

What themes are explored in the song 'Take Em Away'?
The song 'Take Em Away' explores themes of freedom, adventure, and the struggles of life, common
in Old Crow Medicine Show's storytelling style.

Is there a music video for 'Take Em Away' by Old Crow
Medicine Show?
Yes, Old Crow Medicine Show has released an official music video for 'Take Em Away,' featuring their
lively performance and visual storytelling.

Where can I listen to 'Take Em Away' by Old Crow Medicine
Show?
You can listen to 'Take Em Away' on major streaming platforms such as Spotify, Apple Music,
YouTube, and Amazon Music.

Has 'Take Em Away' by Old Crow Medicine Show received any
awards or nominations?
While 'Take Em Away' itself may not have won specific awards, Old Crow Medicine Show has received
critical acclaim and awards for their overall work.

How does 'Take Em Away' reflect Old Crow Medicine Show's
musical style?
'Take Em Away' reflects Old Crow Medicine Show's energetic and authentic Americana sound,
combining traditional instruments with modern storytelling.



Can I find live performances of 'Take Em Away' by Old Crow
Medicine Show?
Yes, live performances of 'Take Em Away' by Old Crow Medicine Show are available on platforms like
YouTube and during their concert tours.

Additional Resources
1. "Take 'Em Away: The Story of Old Crow Medicine Show"
This biography delves into the origins and rise of Old Crow Medicine Show, a band known for
revitalizing old-time American folk and bluegrass music. It explores the band members' backgrounds,
their influences, and how their music has impacted the Americana genre. Readers get an inside look
at the creative process behind their hit songs and the stories that inspired them.

2. "Old Crow Medicine Show: A Journey Through Americana"
This book traces the evolution of Americana music through the lens of Old Crow Medicine Show's
career. It discusses the traditional roots of their sound and how they blend various folk, country, and
bluegrass elements. The narrative includes interviews with band members and collaborators, offering
a comprehensive view of their artistic journey.

3. "Strings and Stories: The Music of Old Crow Medicine Show"
Focusing on the instrumentation and lyrical storytelling of Old Crow Medicine Show, this title analyzes
the musical techniques that define their distinctive style. It breaks down key songs and explores the
cultural heritage embedded in their music. Perfect for musicians and fans interested in the craft
behind the band’s sound.

4. "Old Crow Medicine Show and the Revival of Old-Time Music"
This book examines the role of Old Crow Medicine Show in the resurgence of old-time and folk music
in contemporary culture. It discusses how they have preserved traditional sounds while making them
accessible to modern audiences. The book also highlights their influence on younger musicians and
the broader Americana scene.

5. "Take 'Em Away: Lyrics and Stories Behind Old Crow Medicine Show’s Songs"
A collection of lyrics from Old Crow Medicine Show’s albums, paired with stories and commentary
from the band members. This book offers insights into the meaning and inspiration behind some of
their most beloved tracks. Fans will appreciate the intimate look at the songwriting process and the
themes explored in their music.

6. "Old Crow Medicine Show: Touring the Heartland"
Documenting the band’s extensive touring history, this book captures the experiences and challenges
of life on the road for Old Crow Medicine Show. It includes anecdotes from performances, fan
interactions, and the impact of touring on their musical evolution. Readers gain a sense of the
dedication and passion driving the band’s relentless journey.

7. "The Americana Sound: Old Crow Medicine Show and Beyond"
This title situates Old Crow Medicine Show within the broader Americana music movement, comparing
and contrasting their style with other influential artists. It explores how the band’s blend of folk,
bluegrass, and country has helped shape the genre’s identity. The book also discusses the cultural
significance of Americana music in today’s landscape.



8. "Old Crow Medicine Show: From Street Performers to Chart Toppers"
Tracing the band’s humble beginnings as buskers to their eventual commercial success, this book
tells a compelling story of perseverance and creativity. It highlights key moments in their career,
including breakthrough performances and recording milestones. The narrative celebrates their
authentic approach to music and their connection with fans.

9. "Mountain Music Revival: Old Crow Medicine Show’s Influence on Folk Traditions"
This work explores how Old Crow Medicine Show has contributed to the revival and preservation of
Appalachian and mountain music traditions. It examines their musical influences and how they
incorporate traditional instruments and themes into contemporary compositions. The book also
discusses their role in educating new audiences about the rich heritage of American folk music.
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