
takin care of business chords

takin care of business chords represents a classic and energetic song that has
captivated musicians and audiences alike. This article explores the essential aspects of
takin care of business chords, including their structure, variations, and tips for playing them
effectively. Understanding these chords not only enhances one’s ability to perform the song
accurately but also enriches general guitar skills. Detailed explanations of chord
progressions, strumming patterns, and common finger placements will be provided.
Additionally, the article delves into the song’s historical background and its influence on
rock music. For guitarists aiming to master takin care of business chords, this
comprehensive guide serves as an invaluable resource. The following sections cover
everything from basic chords to advanced techniques and performance advice.

Understanding the Basic Takin Care of Business Chords

Chord Progressions and Variations

Techniques for Playing Takin Care of Business Chords

Tips for Practicing and Mastering the Song

Historical Context and Influence on Rock Music

Understanding the Basic Takin Care of Business
Chords
The foundation of takin care of business chords lies in a set of straightforward, yet
distinctive guitar chords that define the song's upbeat and driving rhythm. These chords
primarily include power chords and common major and minor chords, which are accessible
to players of various skill levels. Mastery of these basic chords is crucial for recreating the
song’s energetic feel and maintaining its iconic sound. The chord shapes are designed to be
played efficiently, allowing for smooth transitions that contribute to the song’s momentum.

Key Chords in the Song
The main chords used in takin care of business include E5, A5, B5, and occasionally C#
minor. These power chords provide a strong, punchy sound characteristic of classic rock.
The use of these chords in combination creates a rhythmic drive essential to the song’s
groove.

Finger Placement and Positioning
Proper finger placement is vital when playing takin care of business chords to ensure clarity
and avoid unwanted muting. Players should focus on applying consistent pressure with the
fingertips and positioning the hand comfortably to facilitate quick chord changes.
Maintaining a relaxed hand posture reduces fatigue and improves overall playing speed.



Chord Progressions and Variations
The chord progression in takin care of business is relatively straightforward but allows for
subtle variations that add texture and interest to the performance. Understanding the
typical progression is important for both rhythm and lead guitarists aiming to capture the
song’s feel accurately. Variations can include alternate voicings and rhythmic accents that
enhance the musical expression.

Standard Progression
The standard chord progression often follows a repeating pattern of E5 to A5 and then to
B5, establishing a strong rock foundation. This progression repeats throughout the verses
and choruses, providing a consistent backdrop for the vocals and other instruments.

Possible Variations
To add complexity, guitarists sometimes incorporate hammer-ons, slides, or muted strums
within the progression. These variations create dynamic shifts and prevent the rhythm from
becoming monotonous. Additionally, slight adjustments in chord voicings can introduce
fresh tonal qualities to the performance.

Techniques for Playing Takin Care of Business
Chords
Executing takin care of business chords effectively requires attention to several guitar
techniques that contribute to the song’s distinctive sound. These techniques include
specific strumming patterns, muting methods, and right-hand picking strategies. Mastery of
these elements enhances the rhythmic drive and overall musicality.

Strumming Patterns
The strumming pattern for takin care of business typically emphasizes a strong downstroke
approach, accentuating the power chords. Syncopated rhythms and occasional upstrokes
add variation and energy. Consistency in timing and emphasis on the beat are essential for
maintaining the song’s momentum.

Muting Techniques
Muting is used to control string resonance and create percussive effects. Palm muting,
where the edge of the picking hand lightly rests on the strings near the bridge, is common
in this song. This technique produces a tighter, more controlled sound that complements
the driving rhythm.

Right-Hand Picking
Right-hand picking should be precise and coordinated with the left hand’s chord changes.
Alternate picking and economy picking help maintain speed and fluidity. Developing
consistent picking dynamics ensures the chords sound clean and powerful.



Tips for Practicing and Mastering the Song
Effective practice strategies are crucial for mastering takin care of business chords and
delivering a confident performance. Focused exercises on chord transitions, rhythm
accuracy, and technique refinement will enhance proficiency. Additionally, breaking the
song into manageable sections facilitates gradual learning.

Practice chord changes slowly before increasing tempo

Use a metronome to maintain steady rhythm

Record practice sessions to identify areas for improvement

Incorporate finger strength and dexterity exercises

Study live performances for stylistic insights

Consistent practice combined with attentive listening will help players internalize the song’s
structure and feel.

Historical Context and Influence on Rock Music
Takin care of business chords belong to a song that has become emblematic of 1970s rock
music. Written and performed by the Canadian band Bachman-Turner Overdrive, the song’s
catchy chord progression and driving rhythm have influenced countless musicians and
bands. Its straightforward yet powerful chord structure exemplifies the essence of classic
rock guitar playing.

Song Origins and Popularity
The song was released in 1974 and quickly gained commercial success, becoming a staple
on rock radio stations. Its memorable riffs and accessible chords made it popular among
guitarists and listeners alike. The song’s message about work ethic and determination
resonated widely, contributing to its enduring appeal.

Legacy in Guitar Playing
The takin care of business chords have become a learning milestone for many aspiring
guitarists. The song’s influence extends beyond its era, inspiring modern rock and blues
guitarists. Its chord progression and techniques continue to be studied and incorporated
into various musical styles, underscoring its significance in rock music history.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the basic chords for "Takin' Care of Business"
by Bachman-Turner Overdrive?
The basic chords for "Takin' Care of Business" are E, A, and B7.

How do you play the intro riff for "Takin' Care of
Business" on guitar?
The intro riff is played using an E major pentatonic scale with a bluesy feel, focusing on the
open E string and notes on the 2nd and 4th frets of the A and D strings.

Is "Takin' Care of Business" suitable for beginner guitar
players?
Yes, "Takin' Care of Business" is suitable for beginners as it mainly uses simple open chords
like E, A, and B7, and has a straightforward rhythm.

What strumming pattern should I use for "Takin' Care of
Business" chords?
A common strumming pattern is a steady downstroke on each beat with occasional
upstrokes to give it a driving rock rhythm.

Can "Takin' Care of Business" chords be played with a
capo?
Yes, you can use a capo to play the chords in a different key if you want to match your
vocal range, but the original song is typically played without a capo.

Are there any chord variations to make "Takin' Care of
Business" sound more interesting?
Yes, you can add 7th chords or use power chords for a heavier sound, such as playing E7 or
B7 instead of plain E or B.

How do I transition smoothly between the chords in
"Takin' Care of Business"?
Practice switching between E, A, and B7 slowly at first, ensuring your fingers move
efficiently to reduce pauses during chord changes.

What tuning is used to play "Takin' Care of Business"
chords?
The song is played in standard tuning (E A D G B e).



Can I use a guitar tab to learn "Takin' Care of Business"
chords?
Yes, guitar tabs can be very helpful to see the exact finger placement and riffs alongside
the chords.

Where can I find reliable chord charts for "Takin' Care
of Business"?
Reliable chord charts can be found on websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official
band songbooks.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering "Taking Care of Business" Chords: A Guitarist's Guide
This book breaks down the iconic chord progressions of "Taking Care of Business" by
Bachman-Turner Overdrive. It offers step-by-step tutorials on finger placement and
strumming patterns to capture the song's energetic vibe. Perfect for beginners and
intermediate guitarists looking to expand their rock repertoire.

2. The Ultimate Chord Companion: Rock Classics Edition
Featuring chords and tabs for many rock classics, this book includes a detailed section on
"Taking Care of Business." It explains the theory behind the chords and how they contribute
to the song's driving rhythm. Readers will gain insights into applying these techniques to
other rock songs.

3. Guitar Chords for Classic Rock Hits
This book compiles chord charts for timeless rock anthems, including "Taking Care of
Business." It emphasizes chord transitions and rhythm patterns that define the genre. The
book also provides practice exercises to improve speed and accuracy.

4. Playing Bachman-Turner Overdrive: Chords & Techniques
Dedicated to the music of Bachman-Turner Overdrive, this guide dives deep into their
signature songs. It includes chord diagrams, strumming tips, and performance notes for
"Taking Care of Business." Ideal for fans wanting to emulate the band's distinctive sound.

5. Rhythm Guitar Essentials: Rock Chords and Progressions
Focused on rhythm guitar skills, this book uses "Taking Care of Business" as a key example
to teach chord progressions and groove. Readers learn how to lock in with the beat while
maintaining clear chord voicings. The lessons help build a solid foundation for playing rock
rhythm guitar.

6. Electric Guitar Chord Bible: Rock Edition
A comprehensive resource for electric guitarists, this book includes chord charts for "Taking
Care of Business" among other rock staples. It covers various chord shapes, including
power chords and barre chords used in the song. The book also offers tips on tone and
effects to match the classic sound.



7. Learn to Play "Taking Care of Business": Chords and More
This instructional book focuses entirely on the song "Taking Care of Business," breaking
down its chords, riffs, and solo sections. It provides audio examples and practice routines to
help players master the track. Suitable for all skill levels, it encourages hands-on learning.

8. Chord Progressions in Classic Rock Guitar
Analyzing popular chord progressions, this book highlights the structure behind hits like
"Taking Care of Business." It explains how chord choices affect mood and energy, giving
players tools to create their own arrangements. The book is a valuable resource for
songwriters and performers alike.

9. Rock Guitar Techniques: From Chords to Solos
Covering a wide range of guitar techniques, this book uses "Taking Care of Business"
chords as a foundation for teaching rhythm and lead playing. It includes exercises to
improve finger strength, timing, and improvisation skills. Players will appreciate the
practical approach to mastering rock guitar essentials.
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