taking care of business chords

taking care of business chords are a fundamental element for musicians aiming to master the iconic song
"Taking Care of Business" by Bachman-Turner Overdrive. Understanding these chords not only facilitates
accurate performance but also enhances the player’s ability to capture the song’s dynamic energy and rock
essence. This article provides a detailed exploration of the chords used in this classic rock hit, including
chord diagrams, common progressions, and tips for smooth transitions. Additionally, it covers various
playing techniques that complement the chords, such as strumming patterns and rhythm variations,
ensuring a comprehensive grasp of the song. Whether a beginner or an experienced guitarist, learning
these chords will improve overall musicianship and expand one’s repertoire. The following sections will
delve into the chord structure, practical application, and advanced tips for mastering taking care of business
chords.

Understanding the Basic Taking Care of Business Chords

Common Chord Progressions in Taking Care of Business

Techniques for Playing Taking Care of Business Chords Effectively

Tips for Practicing and Mastering the Song

Understanding the Basic Taking Care of Business Chords

Grasping the fundamental chords used in "Taking Care of Business" is essential for any guitarist looking to
perform the song accurately. The song predominantly features power chords and standard major chords
that contribute to its driving rock sound. Familiarity with these chords ensures that players can maintain

the song’s rhythm and energy.

Primary Chords Used

The main chords found in taking care of business chords include E major, A major, B major, and some
variations that add depth to the arrangement. These chords form the backbone of the song’s structure and

are played with a distinct rhythm that defines its groove.



¢ E major: The tonic chord that provides a strong, open sound.
e A major: Adds a bright, resonant feel to the progression.
¢ B major: Often played as a power chord to maintain the song’s rock edge.

¢ F# minor: Occasionally used to add minor tonality variations.

Chord Diagrams and Finger Positions

Understanding the finger placements for each chord is crucial. For example, the E major chord is played
with the index finger on the first fret of the G string, middle finger on the second fret of the A string, and
ring finger on the second fret of the D string. Mastery of these finger positions enables smooth chord

changes and maintains the song’s tempo.

Common Chord Progressions in Taking Care of Business

The song's chord progressions are straightforward yet effective, allowing the riff to stand out while
providing a solid harmonic foundation. These progressions are repeated throughout the song, making it

easier for players to memorize and perform consistently.

Main Progression Pattern

The core progression typically follows a pattern of E - A - B, which cycles throughout the verses and

chorus. This structure emphasizes the song's upbeat and driving rhythm, characteristic of classic rock music.

Variations and Transitions

While the primary progression remains constant, slight variations and chord transitions occur, especially
during instrumental breaks or the solo section. These may include quick shifts to F# minor or the insertion

of power chords to enhance the song’s energy. Practicing these transitions ensures a seamless performance.



Techniques for Playing Taking Care of Business Chords
Effectively

Playing taking care of business chords requires attention to strumming patterns, timing, and muting
techniques to replicate the song’s distinctive sound. Proper technique enhances the authenticity and impact

of the performance.

Strumming Patterns

The song features a driving, consistent down-up strumming pattern that emphasizes the backbeat.
Accentuating certain beats within the measure helps replicate the groove and momentum found in the
original recording. Players should focus on maintaining steady rhythm while incorporating accentuated

strokes on the second and fourth beats.

Muting and Palm Muting

Muting techniques, especially palm muting, are vital for controlling the resonance and preventing chord
ringing, which maintains the song’s tight sound. Palm muting is applied by gently resting the side of the
picking hand near the bridge of the guitar while strumming, producing a muted, percussive effect that

enhances rhythm control.

Use of Power Chords

Power chords are frequently used in taking care of business chords to deliver a punchy and bold tone.
These chords involve playing the root note and the fifth, omitting the third, which results in a more
aggressive and versatile sound suitable for rock music. Learning proper finger positioning for power chords

is essential for quick chord changes and dynamic playing.

Tips for Practicing and Mastering the Song

Consistent practice focusing on chord transitions, rhythm accuracy, and dynamics will lead to mastery of
taking care of business chords. Implementing structured practice routines and utilizing metronomes can

significantly improve timing and fluency.



Practice Routine Suggestions

Begin by learning and memorizing the primary chords individually.

Practice chord transitions slowly, gradually increasing tempo to match the original song.

Use a metronome to develop precise timing and rhythm consistency.

¢ Incorporate strumming and muting techniques to replicate the song’s feel.

Play along with the original recording to match dynamics and phrasing.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Many guitarists encounter difficulties with rapid chord changes and maintaining consistent rhythm. To
overcome these challenges, it is advisable to isolate problematic sections and practice them repetitively at
slower tempos. Additionally, focusing on hand positioning and minimizing unnecessary finger movements

can enhance speed and accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What are the basic chords used in "Taking Care of Business' by Bachman-

Turner Overdrive?

The basic chords for "Taking Care of Business' are E, A, and B7. These chords form the main progression

throughout the song.

How do I play the intro riff of "Taking Care of Business' on guitar?

The intro riff is played using a combination of single notes and chords mainly around the E major scale.
Start by playing the open E string and add hammer-ons and pull-offs around the 2nd and 4th frets on the A

and D strings to mimic the riff.



Is 'Taking Care of Business' suitable for beginner guitar players?

Yes, 'Taking Care of Business' is suitable for beginners because it uses simple open chords (E, A, B7) and a

straightforward rhythm, making it a great song to practice chord changes and timing.

What strumming pattern works best for "Taking Care of Business' chords?

A common strumming pattern for "Taking Care of Business' is a steady down-down-up-up-down-up

pattern, which captures the driving rock feel of the song.

Can I use a capo when playing 'Taking Care of Business' chords?

The original song is played without a capo, but you can use a capo on any fret to match your vocal range or

make chord transitions easier, adjusting the chord shapes accordingly.

Are there any common chord variations or embellishments in "Taking
Care of Business'?

Yes, players often add bluesy embellishments like hammer-ons and pull-offs around the E and A chords,

and occasionally use power chords to give the song a heavier rock sound.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Business Chords: A Comprehensive Guide for Musicians

This book offers an in-depth exploration of business chords, providing musicians with the skills needed to
incorporate these chords effectively into their compositions and performances. It covers theory, practical
exercises, and real-world applications, making it ideal for both beginners and experienced players. Readers

will learn how to create complex harmonies that enhance their musical storytelling.

2. The Art of Taking Care: Chord Progressions for Business Success

Focusing on chord progressions that evoke professionalism and confidence, this book teaches how to use
business chords to create music suited for corporate environments. It includes tips on arranging and voicing
chords to maintain a polished sound. The author also discusses how music can influence business

atmospheres and client perceptions.

3. Business Chords Made Easy: Step-by-Step Techniques for Musicians
Designed for those new to business chords, this guide breaks down complex concepts into easy-to-follow
steps. It features diagrams, practice routines, and chord charts that simplify learning. By the end, readers

will be able to confidently play and apply business chords in various musical contexts.

4. Harmony in the Workplace: Using Business Chords to Enhance Corporate Music

This book explores the role of music in the workplace and how business chords can be used to create



motivating and harmonious soundscapes. It includes case studies of companies using custom musical themes
and offers practical advice for composers working in corporate settings. Readers gain insights into blending

creativity with professionalism.

5. Taking Care of Business Chords: Essential Patterns and Variations
A focused resource on essential chord patterns and variations that define the business chord style, this book
provides exercises to expand chord vocabulary. It helps musicians develop versatility and adaptability when

composing or improvising. The book also includes audio examples to aid in ear training and practice.

6. Corporate Soundscapes: Crafting Business Chords for Brand Identity
This title delves into how business chords contribute to brand identity through music. It guides readers on
selecting and shaping chords that align with a company’s image and values. The book is perfect for

composers, marketers, and business owners interested in integrating music into branding strategies.

7. The Business Chord Workbook: Practice and Application
An interactive workbook filled with exercises, quizzes, and practical assignments, this book encourages
hands-on learning of business chords. It emphasizes application in songwriting, advertising jingles, and

corporate presentations. Readers can track their progress and build confidence through structured practice.

8. Innovative Business Chords: Techniques for Modern Musicians
This book introduces cutting-edge approaches to using business chords in contemporary music styles. It
covers digital tools, effects, and hybrid chord voicings that modern musicians can use to stand out. The

author shares insights on blending traditional harmony with innovative sounds.

9. Taking Care of Business: Chords and Compositions for the Professional Musician
Targeting professional musicians, this book offers advanced techniques and compositional strategies centered
around business chords. It includes analysis of classic business-related songs and tips for creating memorable

chord progressions. The book aims to elevate the reader’s musical professionalism and creative output.
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