taking in sign language

taking in sign language is a fundamental concept that plays a significant
role in effective communication within the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
communities. Understanding how to express the idea of “taking in”
information, objects, or actions through sign language is essential for
fluent interaction and comprehension. This article explores the various ways
“taking in” can be conveyed in American Sign Language (ASL) and other sign
languages, highlighting both the linguistic and cultural nuances. It covers
the specific signs, contextual uses, and tips for proper execution to ensure
clarity and accuracy. Additionally, the article discusses the importance of
non-manual signals and body language in complementing the signs related to
taking in. Readers will also find practical examples and common scenarios
illustrating the use of these signs. The information provided aims to enhance
understanding and facilitate better communication for learners and
interpreters alike.
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Understanding the Concept of Taking In in Sign
Language

The phrase “taking in” can refer to various actions such as absorbing
information, receiving an object, or comprehending ideas. In sign language,
conveying this concept requires understanding the context and selecting the
appropriate signs that match the intended meaning. Sign languages use visual-—
spatial modalities to represent actions, making it important to express
“taking in” clearly through handshapes, movements, and facial expressions.
Unlike spoken languages where intonation plays a role, sign languages rely
heavily on manual and non-manual markers to deliver meaning accurately. This
section addresses the foundational understanding of how “taking in” is
conceptualized in sign communication systems.

Semantic Variations of Taking In

Taking in can mean different things depending on the context. It may relate
to:

e Receiving physical objects
e Absorbing information or knowledge

e Observing and processing visual input



e Accepting or welcoming something emotionally or socially

FEach variation influences the choice of sign and the manner in which it is
performed, demonstrating the richness of sign language vocabulary and
grammar.

Common Signs for Taking In in American Sign
Language

American Sign Language (ASL) offers multiple signs to represent the idea of
taking in, each adapted for specific contexts. The signs typically involve
hand movements that simulate the act of receiving or absorbing. Understanding
these signs is crucial for effective communication, especially when
clarifying what kind of “taking in” is being discussed. This section presents
the most widely recognized ASL signs related to taking in.

Receiving or Taking an Object

The sign for physically taking or receiving an object usually involves one
hand moving towards the body with a grasping motion. The dominant hand mimics
picking up or accepting something, while the non-dominant hand may hold an
imaginary or real object. This gesture clearly conveys the action of taking
something into one’s possession.

Absorbing Information or Understanding

To express taking in information or understanding, ASL often uses a sign
where the dominant hand moves from the forehead outward, symbolizing the mind
absorbing or processing new knowledge. This sign highlights the cognitive
aspect of taking in, reflecting comprehension rather than a physical action.

Welcoming or Accepting

Another variation involves open hands moving towards the signer’s torso,
accompanied by a warm facial expression, indicating acceptance or welcoming.
This is often used in social or emotional contexts, showing that something is
being taken in emotionally or socially.

Contextual Uses of Taking In Signs

Context plays a vital role in determining which sign for taking in is
appropriate. The same hand movements might have different interpretations
depending on the surrounding conversation and the signer’s intention. This
section explores the application of taking in signs across various scenarios,
emphasizing the importance of context in sign language communication.



Educational Settings

In classrooms or learning environments, the sign for taking in information is
commonly used during teaching or discussion. It helps signal comprehension or
the need to absorb new concepts, facilitating interaction between teachers
and students who use sign language.

Everyday Interactions

Daily communication often involves physically taking in objects, such as
passing items or receiving gifts. The signs employed here focus on the
physical aspects of taking in, ensuring clarity in transactional situations.

Emotional and Social Contexts

When discussing feelings or social acceptance, taking in signs are modified
with expressive facial cues and body language. These non-manual markers
enhance the emotional meaning and ensure the message is understood as
intended.

Non-Manual Signals and Body Language

Non-manual signals (NMS), including facial expressions, head movements, and
body posture, are essential components of sign language that work in tandem
with hand signs to convey full meaning. For taking in signs, NMS can indicate
the intensity of absorption, the emotional tone, or clarify ambiguity.

Facial Expressions

Raised eyebrows, widened eyes, or nodding can emphasize attentiveness and
understanding when signing about taking in information. Conversely, a relaxed
or welcoming expression supports signs related to acceptance and emotional
reception.

Head and Body Movements

Leaning forward can indicate eagerness to take in information, while a slight
retreat or shaking head might negate or question the action. These subtle
body cues are integral for nuanced communication in sign language.

Practical Examples and Scenarios

Applying the knowledge of taking in signs in real-life situations helps
solidify understanding and improves fluency. This section offers practical
examples demonstrating how taking in is communicated through sign language in
various contexts.



Example 1: Classroom Learning

A teacher signs a complex concept, then uses the sign for taking in
information to ask if students understand. Students respond with the same
sign combined with nodding to confirm comprehension.

Example 2: Receiving a Gift

During a social event, one person hands a gift to another. The receiver uses
the sign for physically taking in an object, accompanied by a smile, to show
gratitude and acknowledgment.

Example 3: Emotional Acceptance

In a conversation about feelings, a signer uses the welcoming taking in sign
with soft facial expressions to indicate accepting the other person’s
emotions or opinions.

Summary of Key Points

e “Taking in” in sign language varies based on physical, cognitive, and
emotional contexts.

e American Sign Language has distinct signs tailored for different types
of taking in.

e Non—manual signals are crucial for conveying the full meaning of taking
in signs.

e Contextual awareness ensures the correct interpretation and use of
taking in signs.

e Practical application through examples enhances learning and
communication effectiveness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the sign for 'taking' in American Sign
Language (ASL)?

In ASL, the sign for 'taking' typically involves extending your dominant hand
with fingers together and moving it towards your body as if grabbing or
receiving something.

How do you sign 'taking a photo' in sign language?

To sign 'taking a photo,' mimic holding a camera with both hands and then
make a clicking motion with your dominant hand's index finger, representing



the camera shutter.

Is there a difference between 'taking' and
'receiving' in sign language?
Yes, while both involve movement towards the body, 'taking' often implies

actively grabbing or picking up, whereas 'receiving' is more passive, shown
by hands open and moving towards you.

Can the sign for 'taking' vary between different sign
languages?
Yes, signs can differ across various sign languages like ASL, BSL (British

Sign Language), and others, so the sign for 'taking' may look different
depending on the language.

How do you use facial expressions with the sign for
'taking' to convey meaning?

Facial expressions can emphasize intention or emotion; for example, raising
eyebrows can indicate a question or surprise when signing 'taking'.

What are some common phrases involving 'taking' in
sign language®?

Common phrases include 'taking a break,' 'taking medicine,' or 'taking a
seat, ' each combined with signs representing the specific action.

How do you sign 'taking care' in ASL?

The sign for 'taking care' combines the signs for 'take' and 'care,' where
'care' is signed by placing a curved handshape near the chest, symbolizing
concern or attention.

Are there any tips for beginners learning the sign
for 'taking'?

Focus on the handshape and movement towards the body, practice with context
phrases, and watch videos from native signers to understand the nuances.

How can 'taking' be incorporated into sentences in
sign language?

'Taking' is used as a verb and combined with other signs to form sentences,
such as 'I am taking the book,' signed by indicating 'I,' then 'take,' then
'book."'

Is mouthing important when signing the word 'taking'?

Mouthing the word 'take' while signing can help clarify the meaning,
especially for learners or in sentences where context might be ambiguous.



Additional Resources

1. Signing Made Simple: The Basics of American Sign Language

This book is an excellent introduction for beginners interested in learning
American Sign Language (ASL). It covers fundamental signs, fingerspelling,
and common phrases used in everyday conversations. The clear illustrations
and easy-to-follow instructions make it accessible for all ages and learning
styles.

2. The Complete Guide to Sign Language for Communication

Designed for both hearing and deaf individuals, this comprehensive guide
explores various sign language systems around the world. It delves into
grammar, syntax, and cultural context, providing a deeper understanding of
how sign language functions. The book also includes practice exercises to
enhance retention and fluency.

3. Signing Naturally: Student Workbook Level 1

A widely used textbook in ASL courses, this workbook complements the Signing
Naturally video series. It emphasizes real-life communication and interactive
learning, helping students build vocabulary and conversational skills. The
activities encourage practice in receptive and expressive signing, making it
ideal for classroom or self-study.

4. Mastering Finger Spelling and Numbers in ASL

Focusing specifically on finger spelling and number signs, this book helps
learners develop precision and speed in these essential ASL components. It
breaks down complex signs into manageable steps and provides drills for daily
practice. This resource is perfect for those who want to improve their
accuracy in spelling names and understanding numerical information.

5. American Sign Language Dictionary for Beginners

A handy reference tool, this dictionary offers clear definitions and
illustrations for thousands of ASL signs. It is organized alphabetically and
includes tips on facial expressions and body language that accompany the
signs. This book is ideal for quick look-ups and expanding one’s sign
vocabulary.

6. Storytelling in Sign Language: Techniques and Tips

This book explores the art of storytelling through sign language,
highlighting how to use facial expressions, body movements, and spatial
awareness effectively. It provides examples of traditional and contemporary
stories adapted for signed performances. Readers will learn how to engage
audiences and convey emotions powerfully without spoken words.

7. Everyday Conversations in ASL: Practical Dialogues for Beginners

Focused on practical communication, this title presents common scenarios and
dialogues encountered in daily life. It teaches phrases for shopping,
traveling, socializing, and emergencies, enhancing learners’ functional
signing skills. The conversational approach makes it easier to practice and
remember signs in context.

8. The Deaf Culture and Sign Language Connection

This book examines the relationship between Deaf culture and sign language,
emphasizing the importance of cultural awareness in effective communication.
It discusses history, social norms, and values within the Deaf community.
Understanding these aspects helps learners appreciate the richness of sign
language beyond vocabulary.

9. Expressive Signing: Enhancing Your ASL Fluency



Aimed at intermediate to advanced learners, this book focuses on improving
expressive signing through tone, rhythm, and non-manual signals. It offers
exercises to develop natural flow and emotional depth in signing. The
techniques shared help users become more confident and engaging communicators
in ASL.
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