
tatami gi size guide

tatami gi size guide is essential for practitioners of Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu (BJJ), judo, and other martial arts that
require wearing a gi. Choosing the correct gi size ensures optimal comfort, mobility, and performance during
training and competition. This comprehensive guide covers all aspects of selecting the right tatami gi size,
including understanding size charts, measuring your body accurately, and considering the gi’s fabric and fit.
Whether you are a beginner or an experienced athlete, knowing how to choose the ideal gi size can improve your
martial arts experience significantly. The guide also explores differences in sizing standards across brands and
outlines tips for maintaining your gi’s fit over time. Read on to discover everything needed to select the perfect
tatami gi size for your needs.
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How to Measure for a Tatami Gi
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Understanding Tatami Gi Sizes

Tatami gi sizes are designed to accommodate practitioners of different heights and weights, ensuring a
comfortable and functional fit. Unlike casual clothing, gi sizing requires precise measurements because the gi
must allow for unrestricted movement while maintaining durability and structure. Most tatami gis follow
standard sizing conventions, typically ranging from A0 to A5 or higher. These sizes correspond to specific
height and weight ranges, but variations can occur between manufacturers. Recognizing how tatami gi sizes are
categorized is the first step toward finding the perfect fit.

Standard Tatami Gi Size Categories

Tatami gis usually adhere to the following size categories:

A0: Suitable for shorter and lighter practitioners, generally under 5’4” and 140 lbs.

A1: For individuals approximately 5’4” to 5’7” and 140 to 160 lbs.

A2: Fits practitioners around 5’7” to 5’10” and 160 to 180 lbs.

A3: Designed for those between 5’10” to 6’1” and 180 to 210 lbs.

A4: Suitable for larger athletes, often 6’1” to 6’4” and 210 to 240 lbs.

A5 and above: For taller and heavier practitioners exceeding the A4 size.

These categories serve as general guidelines. Exact fit depends on body shape and gi cut, which makes measuring
essential.



How to Measure for a Tatami Gi

Accurate measurements are critical when selecting a tatami gi size. Improper sizing can lead to discomfort,
restricted movement, or even disqualification in competition due to non-compliance with gi regulations. The
primary measurements to consider include height, weight, chest circumference, and sleeve length. Using a flexible
tape measure and wearing light clothing during measurement ensures precision.

Key Measurements to Take

Height: Stand straight against a wall and measure from the floor to the top of your head.

Weight: Use a reliable scale to determine your current weight.

Chest circumference: Measure around the fullest part of your chest, keeping the tape snug but not tight.

Arm length: Measure from the shoulder seam down to the wrist to ensure sleeve length fits properly.

Inseam: Measure the inner leg length from the crotch to the ankle.

Recording these measurements helps in comparing your body dimensions against tatami gi size charts with higher
accuracy.

Size Charts and Conversion

Tatami provides detailed size charts for their gi models to help buyers choose the best fit. Because sizing can
vary between brands, understanding how to interpret size charts and convert between systems is vital. Tatami
size charts typically correlate height and weight with the gi size numbers, but some charts also include chest
measurements and sleeve lengths for more tailored options.

Using Tatami Size Charts Effectively

When reviewing Tatami gi size charts, consider the following steps:

Locate your height range in the chart.1.

Find the corresponding weight range.2.

Check the recommended size (A0, A1, etc.) based on the intersection of height and weight.3.

Review specific garment measurements if available (e.g., jacket length, sleeve length).4.

Adjust your choice if your body proportions are atypical (e.g., longer arms, broader chest).5.

Many retailers also provide conversion guides to translate tatami gi sizes into other brands’ sizing systems,
aiding buyers who shop across multiple manufacturers.

Factors Affecting Gi Fit

Several factors influence how a tatami gi fits beyond simple size measurements. Understanding these variables



can help in fine-tuning your gi selection for enhanced comfort and performance. The gi’s material, weave type,
and intended use all affect the overall fit and feel.

Material and Weave Type

Tatami gis come in various fabric weaves, including pearl weave, gold weave, and single weave. Each weave
impacts the gi’s weight, durability, and flexibility. For instance, pearl weave gis are popular due to their
balance of lightweight and strength, affecting how the gi drapes on the body. Heavier weaves might shrink more
after washing, slightly altering the fit.

Pre-shrunk vs. Raw Gi

Many tatami gis are pre-shrunk to minimize post-purchase size changes. Raw or untreated gis may shrink up to
5% after initial washes, so it is advisable to consider this shrinkage when selecting your size. Buying a slightly
larger gi initially can accommodate shrinkage for raw gis.

Competition vs. Training Gi Fit

Competition gis often have stricter size requirements and tend to fit more snugly to meet regulations. Training
gis prioritize comfort and durability, usually featuring a looser fit. Deciding on the gi’s purpose influences the
ideal size choice.

Tips for Choosing the Right Gi Size

Selecting the appropriate tatami gi size is crucial for maximizing performance and comfort. Here are expert tips
to ensure the best fit:

Always measure yourself before purchasing: Do not rely solely on previous gi sizes or general clothing
sizes.

Consult the specific tatami size chart: Sizes can vary between gi models and manufacturers.

Consider your body type: If you have longer limbs or a wider frame, size up or choose a cut that
accommodates your proportions.

Account for shrinkage: If buying a raw gi, allow extra room for expected shrinkage after washing.

Try on a gi if possible: Physical fitting remains the most reliable method to verify comfort and mobility.

Check competition rules: If you compete, ensure your gi size complies with your federation’s regulations.

Read reviews and feedback: Other practitioners’ experiences with specific tatami gi models can guide sizing
decisions.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the standard sizes of tatami gi available?

Tatami gis typically come in sizes ranging from A0 to A5, with A0 being the smallest and A5 the largest. Each
size corresponds to specific height and weight ranges to ensure a proper fit.

How do I choose the right tatami gi size based on my height and weight?

To select the correct tatami gi size, refer to the manufacturer's size chart which matches your height and
weight to the recommended size. Generally, taller and heavier practitioners opt for larger sizes like A3 to A5,
while smaller individuals choose sizes like A0 to A2.

Can a tatami gi shrink after washing, and should I consider this when
choosing a size?

Yes, many tatami gis are made from cotton and may shrink slightly after the first few washes. It is advisable
to account for potential shrinkage by choosing a gi that fits comfortably with a little extra room.

Are tatami gis true to size or do they run small or large?

Tatami gis are generally true to size, but sizing can vary slightly depending on the model and fabric type. It's
best to check specific size guides and customer reviews for the exact gi you plan to purchase.

Is there a difference in sizing for men's and women's tatami gis?

Most tatami gis use unisex sizing based on height and weight, but some manufacturers offer women's cuts that
provide a better fit tailored to female body shapes. Always check the product description and size chart for
gender-specific options.

How should a properly sized tatami gi fit?

A properly sized tatami gi should fit comfortably without being too tight or too loose. The sleeves should
reach your wrists, the pants should reach your ankles, and the gi should allow for free movement and
grappling without excessive bagginess.

Additional Resources
1. The Ultimate Tatami Gi Size Guide
This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about choosing the perfect tatami gi size. It
includes detailed sizing charts, tips for measuring yourself accurately, and advice on how different martial
arts styles may influence your gi choice. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced practitioner, this book
helps you find a gi that fits comfortably and performs well.

2. Understanding Tatami Gi Measurements
Explore the intricacies of tatami gi measurements with this detailed manual. The book breaks down the key
dimensions of a gi, such as sleeve length, jacket fit, and pant size, explaining how each affects your movement
and comfort. It also offers guidance on how to adjust or tailor your gi for an optimal fit.

3. Tatami Gi Sizing for Martial Arts Practitioners
Designed specifically for martial artists, this book provides insight into selecting the right tatami gi size based
on your martial arts discipline. It compares sizing standards across karate, judo, Brazilian jiu-jitsu, and other
practices. Additionally, it discusses fabric types and how they impact the gi’s fit and durability.

4. Choosing the Right Tatami Gi: A Practical Guide
This practical guide simplifies the process of choosing a tatami gi by focusing on user-friendly sizing tips and



real-world examples. It includes advice from experts and athletes on how to balance comfort, style, and
functionality. Readers will also find a section on caring for their gi to maintain size and shape over time.

5. Tatami Gi Fit and Comfort Handbook
Focused on the importance of fit and comfort, this handbook helps readers understand how to select a tatami
gi that moves with them. It explains common fit issues and how to avoid them, ensuring optimal performance
during training and competition. The book also includes testimonials from martial artists on their sizing
experiences.

6. The Complete Guide to Tatami Gi Sizes and Styles
This book offers a thorough overview of tatami gi sizes and the various styles available on the market. It
covers traditional and modern designs, discussing how each style impacts sizing choices. Readers will learn to
identify the best gi for their body type and martial arts needs.

7. Tatami Gi Size Charts and Measurement Techniques
A detailed resource focused on accurate measurement techniques for selecting a tatami gi. This book provides
multiple size charts from leading manufacturers and explains how to measure yourself properly for each. It’s
an essential tool for anyone purchasing a gi online or unsure about sizing conventions.

8. Mastering Tatami Gi Sizing: Tips and Tricks
This book shares expert tips and tricks for mastering tatami gi sizing, including how to interpret size labels and
adjust for different brands. It offers advice on how to handle size discrepancies and what to look for when
trying on gis. Perfect for those who want to ensure a perfect fit every time.

9. Tatami Gi Selection for Competitive Martial Artists
Aimed at competitive martial artists, this book dives into the specifics of selecting a tatami gi that meets
competition regulations and enhances performance. It discusses the importance of fit in speed and agility and
provides guidelines for sizing based on competition rules. The book also includes interviews with top athletes
about their gi preferences.
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