TDI THERAPY DOG TEST

TDI THERAPY DOG TEST IS A CRUCIAL STEP FOR INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS SEEKING TO CERTIFY THERAPY DOGS THROUGH
THErRAPY DoGs INTERNATIONAL (TDI). THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL IS A WELL-RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATION THAT
EVALUATES AND CERTIFIES THERAPY DOGS TO ENSURE THEY MEET SPECIFIC BEHAVIORAL AND TEMPERAMENT STANDARDS. THIS
ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE TDI| THERAPY DOG TEST, INCLUDING ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, THE
TESTING PROCESS, PREPARATION TIPS, AND BENEFITS OF CERTIFICATION. UNDERSTANDING THESE ASPECTS IS ESSENTIAL FOR
HANDLERS AIMING TO HAVE THEIR DOGS OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED AS THERAPY ANIMALS, CAPABLE OF PROVIDING COMFORT AND
SUPPORT IN VARIOUS SETTINGS. THE TDI THERAPY DOG TEST EVALUATES A DOG’S TEMPERAMENT, OBEDIENCE, AND ABILITY TO
INTERACT POSITIVELY WITH PEOPLE, MAKING IT AN IMPORTANT BENCHMARK FOR THERAPY DOG TEAMS. THIS GUIDE WILL ALSO
COVER COMMON CHALLENGES DURING THE EVALUATION AND HOW TO MAINTAIN CERTIFICATION ONCE ACHIEVED. BELOW IS AN
OUTLINE OF THE MAIN TOPICS COVERED IN THIS ARTICLE.

o UNDERSTANDING THE TDI THeErAPY DOG TEST
e ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS FOR THERAPY DOGS

THE TESTING PROCESS: WHAT TO EXPECT

® PREPARATION TIPS FOR THE TDI THErRAPY DoG TEST

BeneriTs oF TDI THerAPY DoG CERTIFICATION

e MAINTAINING CERTIFICATION AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

UNDERSTANDING THE T DI THERAPY DOG TEST

THE TDI THERAPY DOG TEST IS DESIGNED TO ASSESS THE SUITABILITY OF DOGS FOR THERAPY WORK THROUGH A
STANDARDIZED EVALUATION CONDUCTED BY THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL. THE TEST FOCUSES ON THE DOG’S BEHAVIOR,
TEMPERAMENT , AND OBEDIENCE TO ENSURE THEY CAN SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY PROVIDE EMOTIONAL SUPPORT AND COMFORT IN
HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES, SCHOOLS, AND OTHER COMMUNITY SETTINGS. THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL EMPHASIZES THE
IMPORTANCE OF A CALM, FRIENDLY, AND WELL-MANNERED DOG THAT CAN INTERACT POSITIVELY WITH STRANGERS AND MAINTAIN
COMPOSURE IN VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTS. THE EVALUATION IS CONDUCTED BY EXPERIENCED DI EVALUATORS WHO OBSERVE THE
DOG'S REACTIONS TO DIFFERENT STIMULI AND SITUATIONS.

Purpose oF THE TDI| THErAPY DoG TEST

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE T DI THERAPY DOG TEST IS TO VERIFY THAT THE DOG HAS THE RIGHT TEMPERAMENT AND
TRAINING TO PARTICIPATE IN THERAPY VISITS. THIS ENSURES THE SAFETY AND COMFORT OF THE INDIVIDUALS THE DOG WILL
INTERACT WITH, AS WELL AS THE WELL-BEING OF THE THERAPY DOG ITSELF. THE TEST HELPS MAINTAIN HIGH STANDARDS W/ITHIN
THE THERAPY DOG COMMUNITY BY CERTIFYING DOGS THAT MEET TDI’S STRICT CRITERIA.

Key COMPONENTS OF THE EVALUATION

THE EVALUATION INCLUDES SEVERAL KEY COMPONENTS SUCH AS OBEDIENCE COMMANDS, REACTION TO DISTRACTIONS,
SOCIALIZATION WITH STRANGERS, AND RESPONSE TO PHYSICAL STIMULI LIKE BEING TOUCHED OR HANDLED. THESE COMPONENTS
HELP ASSESS THE DOG’S RELIABILITY AND GENTLE NATURE, ESSENTIAL TRAITS FOR THERAPY \WORK.

ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS FOR THERAPY DOGS

BeFORE TAKING THE TDI THERAPY DOG TEST, HANDLERS MUST ENSURE THEIR DOGS MEET SPECIFIC ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA SET
FORTH BY THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL. THESE REQUIREMENTS AIM TO ENSURE THAT ONLY DOGS WITH APPROPRIATE
BEHAVIOR AND HEALTH STATUS PARTICIPATE IN THERAPY \WORK.



AGE AND HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

DOGS MUST TYPICALLY BE AT LEAST ONE YEAR OLD TO QUALIFY FOR THE TDI| THERAPY DOG TEST. THEY SHOULD BE IN GOOD
HEALTH, CURRENT ON VACCINATIONS, AND FREE FROM ANY CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OR PARASITES. A VETERINARY HEALTH
CERTIFICATE IS OFTEN REQUIRED TO CONFIRM THE DOG’S WELL-BEING PRIOR TO TESTING.

TEMPERAMENT AND BEHAVIORAL STANDARDS

THE DOG SHOULD DISPLAY A CALM AND FRIENDLY TEMPERAMENT , SHOWING NO SIGNS OF AGGRESSION, EXCESSIVE SHYNESS, OR
NERVOUSNESS AROUND PEOPLE OR OTHER DOGS. THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL LOOKS FOR DOGS THAT ENJOY HUMAN
INTERACTION AND CAN REMAIN COMPOSED IN POTENTIALLY STRESSFUL SITUATIONS.

TRAINING PREREQUISITES

BASIC OBEDIENCE TRAINING IS ESSENTIAL BEFORE ATTEMPTING THE 1Dl THERAPY DOG TEST. DOGS SHOULD RELIABLY FOLLOW
COMMANDS SUCH AS SIT, STAY, COME, AND HEEL. PROPER LEASH MANNERS AND THE ABILITY TO WALK CALMLY IN PUBLIC
SETTINGS ARE ALSO NECESSARY.

THE TESTING PROCESS: WHAT TO EXPECT

THE TDI THERAPY DOG TEST IS CONDUCTED IN A CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT BY CERTIFIED EVALUATORS WHO GUIDE HANDLERS
AND DOGS THROUGH A SERIES OF SCENARIOS DESIGNED TO ASSESS THE DOG’S SUITABILITY FOR THERAPY \WORK.
UNDERSTANDING THE PROCESS HELPS HANDLERS PREPARE EFFECTIVELY AND REDUCE ANXIETY.

REGISTRATION AND DOCUMENTATION

HANDLERS MUST REGISTER FOR THE EVALUATION SESSION AND PROVIDE NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION, INCLUDING PROOF OF
VACCINATIONS AND A COMPLETED APPLICATION FORM. REGISTRATION MAY REQUIRE A FEE DEPENDING ON THE T DI CHAPTER
HOSTING THE TEST.

EvALUATION COMPONENTS

THE TEST TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING COMPONENTS:

o OBEDIENCE TEST: THE DOG MUST DEMONSTRATE BASIC OBEDIENCE COMMANDS SUCH AS SIT, DOWN, STAY, RECALL, AND
W ALKING ON A LOOSE LEASH.

e TEMPERAMENT TEST: EVALUATORS OBSERVE HOW THE DOG REACTS TO STRANGERS, LOUD NOISES, SUDDEN MOVEMENTS,
AND OTHER DISTRACTIONS.

® SOCIALIZATION TEST: THE DOG MUST ALLOW STRANGERS TO APPROACH, PET, AND GENTLY HANDLE THEM WITHOUT
SHOWING SIGNS OF FEAR OR AGGRESSION.

e PuBLIC SETTING BEHAVIOR: THE DOG’S BEHAVIOR IN A SIMULATED PUBLIC ENVIRONMENT IS ASSESSED TO ENSURE IT
REMAINS CALM AND WELL-MANNERED.

EvALUATION OuTCOME

AFTER THE TEST, EVALUATORS PROVIDE FEEDBACK AND DETERMINE IF THE DOG PASSES THE TDI THERAPY DOG TEST.
SUCCESSFUL TEAMS RECEIVE CERTIFICATION, WHILE THOSE WHO DO NOT PASS MAY RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER
TRAINING AND A CHANCE TO RETAKE THE TEST AT A LATER DATE.



PrePARATION TIPS FOR THE TDI| THErRAPY DoG TEST

PROPER PREPARATION IS CRITICAL FOR SUCCESS IN THE TDI| THERAPY DOG TEST. HANDLERS MUST FOCUS ON TRAINING,
SOCIALIZATION, AND FAMILIARIZING THEIR DOGS WITH THE TESTING ENVIRONMENT TO HELP THEM PERFORM THEIR BEST.

TRAINING PRIORITIES

Focus oN OBEDIENCE TRAINING, ENSURING YOUR DOG RESPONDS PROMPTLY TO BASIC COMMANDS UNDER DISTRACTIONS.
PRACTICE WALKING CALMLY ON A LEASH, SITTING QUIETLY, AND REMAINING IN PLACE WHEN ASKED. INCORPORATE
SOCIALIZATION EXERCISES TO EXPOSE THE DOG TO DIFFERENT PEOPLE, SOUNDS, AND ENVIRONMENTS.

SIMULATING TesT CONDITIONS

RECREATE SCENARIOS SIMILAR TO THE TEST, INCLUDING MEETING STRANGERS, BEING PETTED BY UNFAMILIAR PEOPLE, AND
ENCOUNTERING NOISES OR SUDDEN MOVEMENTS. THIS HELPS THE DOG BECOME COMFORTABLE WITH SITUATIONS THEY WILL FACE
DURING EVALUATION.

HeaLTH AND GROOMING

SCHEDULE A VETERINARY CHECK-UP BEFORE THE TEST TO CONFIRM YOUR DOG’S HEALTH STATUS. ENSURE VACCINATIONS ARE
CURRENT AND THE DOG IS FREE OF PARASITES. GROOM YOUR DOG THOROUGHLY TO PRESENT A CLEAN, WELL-CARED-FOR
APPEARANCE ON EVALUATION DAY.

HANDLER PREPARATION

HANDLERS SHOULD REVIEW TEST REQUIREMENTS, ATTEND TDI INFORMATIONAL SESSIONS IF AVAILABLE, AND REMAIN CALM AND
CONFIDENT DURING THE EVALUATION. THE HANDLER’S DEMEANOR CAN GREATLY INFLUENCE THE DOG’S PERFORMANCE.

BeNeriTs oF TDI THeraPY DoG CERTIFICATION

OBTAINING TDI| THERAPY DOG CERTIFICATION OFFERS NUMEROUS BENEFITS FOR BOTH THE DOG AND HANDLER. |T VALIDATES THE
TEAM’S READINESS TO PARTICIPATE IN THERAPY WORK AND OPENS OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER IN VARIOUS THERAPEUTIC
SETTINGS.

RecoGNITION AND CREDIBILITY

TDI CERTIFICATION IS WIDELY RECOGNIZED AND RESPECTED, PROVIDING CREDIBILITY TO THERAPY DOG TEAMS. THIS RECOGNITION
CAN FACILITATE ACCESS TO HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES, SCHOOLS, AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS REQUIRING CERTIFIED THERAPY
ANIMALS.

Access To VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

CERTIFIED TEAMS CAN JOIN TDI’S NETWORK OF VOLUNTEERS, PARTICIPATING IN ORGANIZED VISITS THAT BENEFIT PATIENTS,
RESIDENTS, STUDENTS, AND OTHERS IN NEED OF EMOTIONAL SUPPORT AND COMPANIONSHIP.

PersoNAL AND COMMUNITY IMPACT

THERAPY DOG WORK PROMOTES MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING FOR RECIPIENTS AND OFFERS HANDLERS A REW ARDING
WAY TO GIVE BACK TO THEIR COMMUNITIES. CERTIFICATION ENSURES TEAMS MEET HIGH STANDARDS, MAXIMIZING POSITIVE
IMPACT.



MAINTAINING CERTIFICATION AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

AFTER PASSING THE TDI THERAPY DOG TEST, ONGOING MAINTENANCE OF CERTIFICATION IS ESSENTIAL. THIS INVOLVES
FULFILLING ACTIVITY REQUIREMENTS, RENEWING REGISTRATIONS, AND CONTINUING EDUCATION TO STAY CURRENT WITH BEST
PRACTICES.

ACTIVITY AND VISIT REQUIREMENTS

THERAPY DOGS AND HANDLERS MUST COMPLETE A MINIMUM NUMBER OF VISITS ANNUALLY TO MAINTAIN ACTIVE STATUS WITH
THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL. ACTIVITY LOGS ARE OFTEN REQUIRED TO DOCUMENT PARTICIPATION.

ReNew AL AND HEALTH CHECks

HANDLERS MUST RENEW THEIR REGISTRATION REGULARLY AND PROVIDE UPDATED VACCINATION RECORDS. PERIODIC HEALTH
CHECKS ENSURE THERAPY DOGS REMAIN FIT FOR SERVICE.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

ENGAGING IN \WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, AND TRAINING SESSIONS HELPS HANDLERS IMPROVE THEIR SKILLS AND STAY INFORMED
ABOUT NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN THERAPY DOG WORK. CONTINUING EDUCATION CONTRIBUTES TO THE OVERALL SUCCESS AND
SAFETY OF THERAPY VISITS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE TDI THErAPY DoOG TEST?

THe TDI THeraPY DoG TEST IS AN EVALUATION CONDUCTED BY THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL TO ASSESS A DOG'S
TEMPERAMENT, OBEDIENCE, AND SUITABILITY FOR THERAPY WORK IN VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTS.

How cAN | PREPARE MY DOG FOR THE T DIl THERAPY DoG TEST?

To PREPARE YOUR DOG, FOCUS ON BASIC OBEDIENCE TRAINING, SOCIALIZATION WITH DIFFERENT PEOPLE AND ENVIRONMENTS, AND
ENSURING YOUR DOG REMAINS CALM AND FRIENDLY IN PUBLIC SETTINGS.

WHAT ARE THE MAIN COMPONENTS OF THE T DIl THERAPY DoG TEST?

THE TEST TYPICALLY INCLUDES ASSESSMENTS OF OBEDIENCE COMMANDS, REACTION TO DISTRACTIONS, INTERACTION WITH
STRANGERS, AND THE DOG'S OVERALL DEMEANOR AND RELIABILITY IN THERAPY SITUATIONS.

IS THERE AN AGE REQUIREMENT TO TAKE THE TD| THErRAPY DoG TEST?

YES, DOGS MUST GENERALLY BE AT LEAST ONE YEAR OLD TO QUALIFY FOR THE TDI THERAPY DOG TEST, ENSURING THEY ARE
MATURE ENOUGH FOR THERAPY \WORK.

Do ALL DOG BREEDS QUALIFY FOR THE TDI THERAPY DoG TEST?

MOST DOG BREEDS ARE ELIGIBLE AS LONG AS THEY PASS THE TEMPERAMENT AND OBEDIENCE EVALUATIONS, BUT DOGS WITH
AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR OR POOR SOCIAL SKILLS MAY NOT QUALIFY.



How OFTEN DO | NEED TO RETAKE THE [ DI THERAPY DoOG TEST?

ONCE YOUR DOG PASSES, YOU TYPICALLY DO NOT NEED TO RETAKE THE TEST ANNUALLY, BUT ONGOING TRAINING AND GOOD
BEHAVIOR ARE EXPECTED TO MAINTAIN THERAPY DOG STATUS.

\WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF PASSING THE T DIl THERAPY DoG TEST?

PASSING THE TEST ALLOWS YOUR DOG TO BE REGISTERED AS A THERAPY DOG WITH TD|, ENABLING YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN
THERAPY VISITS AT HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES, SCHOOLS, AND OTHER FACILITIES.

CAN PUPPIES TAKE THE TDI THErAPY DoG TEST?

PUPPIES USUALLY CANNOT TAKE THE TEST UNTIL THEY ARE AT LEAST ONE YEAR OLD, AS YOUNGER DOGS MAY NOT HAVE THE
NECESSARY MATURITY AND TRAINING.

Is THE TDI THErRAPY DoG TEST A WRITTEN OR PRACTICAL EXAM?

THe TDI THerAPY DoG TEST IS A PRACTICAL EXAM WHERE THE DOG'S BEHAVIOR AND OBEDIENCE ARE OBSERVED AND
EVALUATED IN REAL-LIFE SCENARIOS.

\W/HERE CAN | FIND A TD| THERAPY DOG TEST EVALUATOR NEAR ME?

You cAN FIND CERTIFIED TDI| THERAPY DOG TEST EVALUATORS THROUGH THE THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL WEBSITE OR BY
CONTACTING LOCAL TDI CHAPTERS IN YOUR AREA.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. PrerARING FOR THE TDI THerAPY DoG TEST: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THIS BOOK OFFERS A STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH TO PREPARING BOTH DOGS AND HANDLERS FOR THE T HERAPY DOGS
INTERNATIONAL (TDI) TEST. IT COVERS OBEDIENCE TRAINING, SOCIALIZATION TECHNIQUES, AND THE SPECIFIC SKILLS REQUIRED
TO PASS THE EVALUATION. READERS WILL FIND PRACTICAL TIPS AND REAL-LIFE SCENARIOS TO HELP ENSURE SUCCESS.

2. THe THErAPY DoG HANDLER’S HANDBOOK: TDI TEST EDITION

DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR PROSPECTIVE THERAPY DOG HANDLERS, THIS HANDBOOK DELVES INTO THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND
EXPECTATIONS INVOLVED IN TDI CERTIFICATION. |T INCLUDES DETAILED EXPLANATIONS OF THE TEST COMPONENTS, BEHAVIOR
ASSESSMENTS, AND HOW TO BUILD A STRONG BOND WITH YOUR THERAPY DOG. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES ETHICAL
CONSIDERATIONS AND ONGOING TRAINING.

3. UNDERSTANDING THERAPY DoGS: THE PATH TO TDI! CERTIFICATION

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE ROLE OF THERAPY DOGS IN VARIOUS SETTINGS AND EXPLAINS THE IMPORTANCE OF CERTIFICATION
THROUGH ORGANIZATIONS LIKE TDI. IT PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO THE TEMPERAMENT AND SKILLS THAT MAKE AN IDEAL THERAPY
DOG AND GIVES ADVICE ON HOW TO NURTURE THESE QUALITIES. READERS WILL GAIN A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT
THE TDI TEST ENTAILS.

4. TRAINING YoUr DoG For THE TDI THErRAPY TEST

FOCUSED ON PRACTICAL TRAINING METHODS, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN ESSENTIAL COMMANDS AND SOCIAL BEHAVIORS DOGS
MUST MASTER TO PASS THE TDI TEST. IT OFFERS TRAINING SCHEDULES, REINFORCEMENT TECHNIQUES, AND TROUBLESHOOTING
ADVICE FOR COMMON CHALLENGES. THE GUIDE IS SUITABLE FOR DOGS AT ALL TRAINING LEVELS.

5. THe CompLETE GUIDE TO THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL TESTING

THIS COMPREHENSIVE RESOURCE COVERS EVERY THING FROM THE HISTORY OF TD| TO DETAILED TEST PROCEDURES. |T INCLUDES
SAMPLE TEST SCENARIOS, EVALUATION CRITERIA, AND TIPS FOR BOTH FIRST-TIME AND EXPERIENCED HANDLERS. THE BOOK ALSO
HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS STORIES TO MOTIVATE READERS.

6. THerAPY DoG CERTIFICATION MADE EASY: NAVIGATING THE TDI TEST



A BEGINNER-FRIENDLY GUIDE THAT SIMPLIFIES THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS, THIS BOOK HELPS HANDLERS UNDERSTAND
REQUIREMENTS AND PREPARE EFFICIENTLY. |T EMPHASIZES POSITIVE TRAINING METHODS AND PROVIDES CHECKLISTS TO TRACK
PROGRESS. READERS WILL FEEL CONFIDENT APPROACHING THE TDI| TEST AFTER READING THIS.

7. SOCIALIZATION AND BEHAVIOR FOR THERAPY DoOGS: PASSING THE TDI ExAm

THIS TITLE FOCUSES ON THE CRITICAL ASPECT OF SOCIALIZATION IN THERAPY DOG TRAINING. [T EXPLAINS HOW TO EXPOSE
DOGS TO VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTS, PEOPLE, AND SITUATIONS TO BUILD CALM, CONFIDENT BEHAVIOR. THE BOOK INCLUDES
BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS ANXIETY OR REACTIVITY BEFORE THE DI TEST.

8. HANDLER’S GUIDE TO THERAPY DOGS INTERNA TIONAL EVALUATIONS

OFFERING AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE EVALUATION PROCESS, THIS GUIDE PREPARES HANDLERS FOR WHAT TO EXPECT DURING THE
TDI TEST. IT OUTLINES THE ROLES OF EVALUATORS, COMMON PITFALLS, AND HOW TO PRESENT YOUR DOG’S BEST QUALITIES.
THE BOOK ALSO COVERS POST-TEST STEPS AND CONTINUING EDUCATION.

Q. BUILDING THE PERFECT THERAPY DoG TEAM: PREPARING FOR TDI CERTIFICATION

THIS BOOK EMPHASIZES THE PARTNERSHIP BET\WEEN HANDLER AND DOG, HIGHLIGHTING COMMUNICATION, TRUST, AND TEAMW ORK.
[T PROVIDES EXERCISES TO STRENGTHEN THIS BOND AND IMPROVE PERFORMANCE DURING THE T DI TEST. READERS WILL LEARN
HOW TO CREATE A REWARDING THERAPY DOG EXPERIENCE BEYOND CERTIFICATION.
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