TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES

TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES HAVE LONG CAPTIVATED AUDIENCES BY EXPLORING THE COMPLEX DYNAMICS
BETWEEN EDUCATORS AND THEIR PUPILS. THESE FILMS DELVE INTO VARIOUS ASPECTS OF MENTORSHIP, GUIDANCE, CONFLICT,
AND PERSONAL GROWTH, HIGHLIGHTING HOW POWERFUL AND TRANSFORMATIVE THESE RELATIONSHIPS CAN BE. From
INSPIRATIONAL DRAMAS TO CONTROVERSIAL NARRATIVES, TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES OFTEN REFLECT
BROADER SOCIETAL ISSUES AND EMOTIONAL JOURNEYS. THIS ARTICLE EXAMINES NOTABLE FILMS IN THIS GENRE, THE THEMES THEY
EXPLORE, AND THEIR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. ADDITIONALLY, IT DISCUSSES THE PORTRAYAL OF THESE RELATIONSHIPS IN
CINEMA AND THE IMPACT ON VIEWERS’ UNDERSTANDING OF EDUCATION AND MENTORSHIP. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE A
COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES, CATEGORIZED BY THEMES AND NOTABLE
EXAMPLES.

OVERVIEW OF TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS IN CINEMA
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THEMES EXPLORED IN TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES
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OVERVIEW OF TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS IN CINEMA

TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES HAVE A RICH HISTORY IN THE FILM INDUSTRY, REFLECTING THE EVOLVING
PERCEPTIONS OF EDUCATION AND MENTORSHIP. THESE MOVIES OFTEN FOCUS ON THE EMOTIONAL AND INTELLECTUAL BOND
FORMED BETWEEN TEACHERS AND THEIR STUDENTS, SHOWCASING HOW EDUCATORS INFLUENCE THE PERSONAL AND ACADEMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF YOUNG INDIVIDUALS. THE PORTRAYAL RANGES FROM NURTURING AND INSPIRING TO COMPLICATED AND
CONTROVERSIAL, DEPENDING ON THE NARRATIVE AND CULTURAL CONTEXT.

FILMMAKERS USE THESE STORIES TO HIGHLIGHT CHALLENGES IN EDUCATION SYSTEMS, SOCIAL ISSUES, AND PERSONAL STRUGGLES
FACED BY BOTH TEACHERS AND STUDENTS. THROUGH COMPELLING STORYTELLING, THESE MOVIES INVITE AUDIENCES TO REFLECT
ON THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND ETHICS INVOLVED IN THE TEACHER-STUDENT DYNAMIC. THE DEPICTION OF THESE RELATIONSHIPS
FREQUENTLY SERVES AS A METAPHOR FOR BROADER THEMES SUCH AS GROWTH, AUTHORITY, REBELLION, AND TRUST.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS IN FILMS

HISTORICALLY/ FILMS ABOUT TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS HAVE MIRRORED SOCIETAL ATTITUDES TOWARD
EDUCATION AND AUTHORITY FIGURES. EARLY CINEMA OFTEN DEPICTED TEACHERS AS STRICT DISCIPLINARIANS, \WHILE MODERN
PORTRAYALS TEND TO EMPHASIZE EMPATHY , UNDERSTANDING, AND COLLABORATION. THIS SHIFT CORRESPONDS WITH CHANGES
IN EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHIES AND CULTURAL VALUES.

V ARIETY OF GENRES FEATURING TEACHER AND STUDENT DYNAMICS

TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES ARE NOT CONFINED TO A SINGLE GENRE. THEY APPEAR IN DRAMAS, COMEDIES,
BIOGRAPHICAL FILMS, AND EVEN THRILLERS. EACH GENRE BRINGS A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON THE RELATIONSHIP, WHETHER
FOCUSING ON EMOTIONAL GROWTH, HUMOR, CONFLICT, OR SUSPENSE.



NoTABLE TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES

SEVERAL FILMS HAVE GAINED CRITICAL ACCLAIM AND POPULAR RECOGNITION FOR THEIR PORTRAYAL OF TEACHER AND STUDENT
RELATIONSHIPS. THESE MOVIES OFTEN SERVE AS REFERENCE POINTS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES AND NUANCES OF
SUCH DYNAMICS. BELOW IS A LIST OF SOME OF THE MOST IMPACTFUL AND WIDELY DISCUSSED TEACHER AND STUDENT
RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES.

1. Deab PoeTs SocleTy (1989) — A DRAMA CENTERED ON AN ENGLISH TEACHER WHO INSPIRES HIS STUDENTS TO
EMBRACE POETRY AND CHALLENGE SOCIAL CONVENTIONS.

2. Goob WiLL HUNTING (1997) — EXPLORES THE MENTORSHIP BETWEEN A THERAPIST AND A GIFTED YOUNG MAN
STRUGGLING WITH HIS PAST AND POTENTIAL.

3. FreepoM WRITERS (2007) — BASED ON A TRUE STORY, THIS FILM DEPICTS A TEACHER’S EFFORTS TO REACH AT-RISK
STUDENTS IN A RACIALLY DIVIDED SCHOOL.

4. FINDING FORRESTER (2000) - FOCUSES ON THE BOND FORMED BETWEEN A RECLUSIVE WRITER AND A TALENTED
STUDENT.

5. MATILDA (199()) = A FAMILY FILM HIGHLIGHTING THE SUPPORTIVE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN A YOUNG GIFTED GIRL AND
HER TEACHER AMIDST ADVERSITY.

6. HALF NeLsoN (2006) - PORTRAYS A COMPLICATED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN A HISTORY TEACHER BATTLING ADDICTION
AND ONE OF HIS STUDENTS.

SUMMARY OF THEIR IMPACT

EACH OF THESE FILMS SHOWCASES DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS, FROM INSPIRATION AND
MENTORSHIP TO STRUGGLES AND REDEMPTION. THEIR CULTURAL RESONANCE STEMS FROM AUTHENTIC STORYTELLING AND
RELATABLE CHARACTERS THAT HIGHLIGHT THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF EDUCATION.

THEMES EXPLORED IN TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES

TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES OFTEN DELVE INTO A VARIETY OF THEMES THAT RESONATE WITH AUDIENCES AND
PROVOKE THOUGHT ABOUT EDUCATION AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT. THESE THEMES CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEPTH AND
EMOTIONAL IMPACT OF THE FILMS.

MENTORSHIP AND INSPIRATION

ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT THEMES IS MENTORSHIP, WHERE TEACHERS SERVE AS ROLE MODELS AND GUIDES WHO HELP
STUDENTS UNLOCK THEIR POTENTIAL. THESE MOVIES EMPHASIZE HOW POSITIVE ENCOURAGEMENT AND BELIEF CAN CHANGE LIVES.

CONFLICT AND REBELLION

OTHER FILMS FOCUS ON THE TENSION BETWEEN AUTHORITY AND INDEPENDENCE, PORTRAYING CONFLICTS THAT ARISE FROM
DIFFERING VALUES OR EXPECTATIONS. THESE STORIES OFTEN EXPLORE REBELLION AS A FORM OF SELF-EXPRESSION OR GROWTH.



OVERCOMING ADVERSITY

MANY TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES HIGHLIGHT CHALLENGES SUCH AS SOCIOECONOMIC STRUGGLES,
DISCRIMINATION, AND PERSONAL TRAUMA. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TEACHER AND STUDENT BECOMES A SOURCE OF HOPE AND
RESILIENCE.

ETHICAL BoUNDARIES AND CONTROVERSIES

SOME NARRATIVES ADDRESS THE DELICATE ETHICAL LINES IN TEACHER-STUDENT INTERACTIONS, RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT
PROFESSIONALISM, POWER DYNAMICS, AND BOUNDARIES. THESE FILMS ENCOURAGE CRITICAL REFLECTION ON APPROPRIATE
CONDUCT IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS.

EMOTIONAL GROWTH AND SELF-DISCOVERY

ULTIMATELY, THESE MOVIES PORTRAY EDUCATION AS A PATHWAY TO SELF-AWARENESS AND EMOTIONAL MATURITY FOR BOTH
TEACHERS AND STUDENTS. THE EVOLVING RELATIONSHIP OFTEN LEADS TO MUTUAL LEARNING AND TRANSFORMATION.

® MENTORSHIP AND PERSONAL GROWTH
e CONFLICT BETWEEN AUTHORITY AND INDEPENDENCE

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL CHALLENGES

e ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

e MUTUAL EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

IMPACT AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE FILMS

TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON AUDIENCES BY SHAPING PERCEPTIONS OF
EDUCATION AND MENTORSHIP. THEY OFTEN INSPIRE VIEWERS TO APPRECIATE THE ROLE OF TEACHERS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
SUPPORTIVE RELATIONSHIPS IN LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS. BEYOND ENTERTAINMENT, THESE FILMS CONTRIBUTE TO CULTURAL
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE VALUE OF EDUCATION, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND HUMAN CONNECTION.

INFLUENCE ON EDUCATIONAL DISCOURSE

MANY OF THESE MOVIES SPARK DISCUSSIONS ABOUT TEACHING METHODS, STUDENT ENGAGEMENT, AND THE CHALLENGES
EDUCATORS FACE. THEY BRING ATTENTION TO ISSUES SUCH AS UNDERFUNDED SCHOOLS, DIVERSITY, AND THE NEED FOR EMPATHY
IN EDUCATION.

REPRESENTATION AND DIVERSITY

TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES INCREASINGLY PORTRAY DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS AND EXPERIENCES, REFLECTING
REAL-WORLD DEMOGRAPHICS. THIS REPRESENTATION PROMOTES INCLUSIVITY AND BROADENS UNDERSTANDING OF DIFFERENT
EDUCATIONAL CHALLENGES.



EMOTIONAL RESONANCE WITH VIEWERS

THE EMOTIONAL STORIES DEPICTED IN THESE FILMS OFTEN RESONATE WITH FORMER STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND PARENTS ALIKE.
THE UNIVERSAL THEMES OF GROWTH, STRUGGLE, AND CONNECTION MAKE THESE MOVIES RELATABLE AND IMPACTFUL.

CoMMoN TropPes AND CRITICISMS IN THE GENRE

DESPITE THEIR POPULARITY, TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES SOMETIMES RELY ON FAMILIAR TROPES AND FACE
CRITICISM FOR UNREALISTIC OR PROBLEMATIC PORTRAYALS. UNDERSTANDING THESE COMMON ELEMENTS HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE
THE GENRE’S STRENGTHS AND LIMITATIONS.

PopPuULAR TROPES

COMMON TROPES INCLUDE THE “INSPIRATIONAL TEACHER” WHO CHANGES STUDENTS’ LIVES, THE “TROUBLED STUDENT” WHO
NEEDS GUIDANCE, AND THE “UNDERDOG STORY” OF OVERCOMING OBSTACLES. W/HILE THESE TROPES CAN BE EFFECTIVE, OVERUSE
MAY LEAD TO PREDICTABILITY.

CRITICISMS REGARDING STEREOTYPES

SOME FILMS HAVE BEEN CRITICIZED FOR REINFORCING STEREOTYPES, SUCH AS PORTRAYING STUDENTS FROM DISADVANTAGED
BACKGROUNDS AS HELPLESS OR TEACHERS AS SAVIORS. THESE PORTRAYALS CAN OVERSIMPLIFY COMPLEX SOCIAL REALITIES.

ETHICAL CONCERNS IN PORTRAYALS

MOVIES THAT DEPICT INAPPROPRIATE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN TEACHERS AND STUDENTS HAVE SPARKED CONTROVERSY DUE TO
THEIR SENSITIVE NATURE. CRITICS EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF RESPONSIBLE STORYTELLING TO AVOID GLAMORIZING
UNETHICAL BEHAVIOR.

BALANCING DRAMA WITH REALISM

\W/HILE DRAMATIZATION IS ESSENTIAL FOR STORYTELLING, SOME TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS MOVIES HAVE BEEN
NOTED FOR SACRIFICING REALISM FOR EMOTIONAL IMPACT, WHICH CAN LEAD TO MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT EDUCATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTS.

® |NSPIRATIONAL TEACHER TROPE
¢ TROUBLED STUDENT NARRATIVE

SAVIOR COMPLEX CRITICISM

e PORTRAYAL OF ETHICAL BOUNDARIES

® REALISM VERSUS DRAMATIZATION



FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\YW/HAT ARE SOME POPULAR MOVIES THAT EXPLORE TEACHER AND STUDENT
RELATIONSHIPS?

POPULAR MOVIES THAT EXPLORE TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS INCLUDE “DEAD POETS SociETY,” “Goob WiLL
HUNTING,” “FreepoM WRITERS,” “ THE MIRACLE W oRkER,” AND “To SIR, wITH Love.”

How DO MOVIES TYPICALLY PORTRAY TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS?

MOVIES OFTEN PORTRAY TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS AS TRANSFORMATIVE AND INSPIRATIONAL, HIGHLIGHTING
MENTORSHIP, PERSONAL GROWTH, CHALLENGES, AND SOMETIMES BOUNDARIES AND CONFLICTS.

ARE TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIP MOVIES BASED ON TRUE STORIES?

MANY TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIP MOVIES ARE INSPIRED BY TRUE STORIES, SUCH AS “FrReeDoM W/RITERS” AND “DEAD
/
POETS SOCIETY,” THOUGH SOME ARE FICTIONAL OR LOOSELY BASED ON REAL EVENTS.

\WHAT THEMES ARE COMMONLY EXPLORED IN TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIP
MOVIES?

COMMON THEMES INCLUDE MENTORSHIP, OVERCOMING ADVERSITY, PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, TRUST, RESPECT, BREAKING
SOCIETAL BARRIERS, AND THE IMPACT OF EDUCATION ON LIVES.

\W/HICH MOVIE FEATURES ROBIN WILLIAMS AS AN INSPIRING TEACHER?

“DEAD PoETS SoCIETY” FEATURES ROBIN W/ILLIAMS AS AN INSPIRING ENGLISH TEACHER WHO ENCOURAGES HIS STUDENTS TO
THINK INDEPENDENTLY AND SEIZE THE DAY.

ARE THERE ANY MOVIES THAT DEPICT CONTROVERSIAL TEACHER AND STUDENT
RELATIONSHIPS?

YES, SOME MOVIES DEPICT CONTROVERSIAL OR INAPPROPRIATE TEACHER-STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS TO EXPLORE COMPLEX
ETHICAL AND EMOTIONAL ISSUES, SUCH AS “NOTES ON A SCANDAL” AND “AN EDucATION.”

How DO TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIP MOVIES IMPACT VIEWERS?

THESE MOVIES OFTEN INSPIRE VIEWERS BY SHOWCASING THE POWER OF EDUCATION AND MENTORSHIP, ENCOURAGING EMPATHY,
REFLECTION ON THE TEACHER'S ROLE, AND UNDERSTANDING STUDENT STRUGGLES.

CAN TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIP MOVIES BE SUITABLE FOR EDUCATIONAL
USEP

MANY SUCH MOVIES ARE USED IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS TO DISCUSS TEACHING METHODS, ETHICS, MOTIVATION, AND THE
SOCIAL DYNAMICS BETWEEN TEACHERS AND STUDENTS, THOUGH SUITABILITY DEPENDS ON THE FILM'S CONTENT AND RATING.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES CULTURAL CONTEXT PLAY IN TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIP
MOVIES?

CULTURAL CONTEXT INFLUENCES THE PORTRAYAL OF THESE RELATIONSHIPS BY SHAPING SOCIETAL NORMS, EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEMS, AND CHALLENGES FACED BY TEACHERS AND STUDENTS, AS SEEN IN MOVIES FROM DIFFERENT COUNTRIES AND



BACKGROUNDS.

ARE THERE ANY RECENT TRENDING MOVIES ABOUT TEACHER AND STUDENT
RELATIONSHIPS?

RECENT MOVIES LIKE “ THE PROFESSOR AND THE MADMAN" (2019) anD “THE HALF oF IT” (2020) HAVE ELEMENTS OF
TEACHER AND STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS, REFLECTING CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES AND DIVERSE NARRATIVES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. To Sir, wiTH Love

THIS NOVEL BY E.R. BRAITHWAITE EXPLORES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN A NEW TEACHER AND HIS CHALLENGING STUDENTS IN A
TOUGH LONDON SCHOOL. THE STORY HIGHLIGHTS THEMES OF RESPECT, UNDERSTANDING, AND THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF
EDUCATION. |T DELVES INTO HOW MUTUAL TRUST CAN BREAK DOWN SOCIAL AND RACIAL BARRIERS BETWEEN TEACHER AND
STUDENTS.

2. DEAD POETS SocCIETY

BASED ON THE FILM, THIS STORY CAPTURES THE INSPIRING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AN UNORTHODOX ENGLISH TEACHER AND HIS
STUDENTS AT A CONSERVATIVE BOARDING SCHOOL. THE TEACHER ENCOURAGES THE BOYS TO EMBRACE POETRY, SEIZE THE DAY,
AND THINK INDEPENDENTLY. IT IS A MOVING EXPLORATION OF MENTORSHIP, COURAGE, AND THE IMPACT OF A PASSIONATE
TEACHER.

3. Freepom WRITERS

THIS BOOK DETAILS THE TRUE STORY OF ERIN GRUWELL, A DEDICATED TEACHER WHO USES WRITING TO CONNECT WITH AND
INSPIRE AT-RISK STUDENTS IN A RACIALLY DIVIDED HIGH SCHOOL. THROUGH JOURNALING AND OPEN DIALOGUE, SHE HELPS HER
STUDENTS OVERCOME THEIR DIFFICULT BACKGROUNDS AND ACHIEVE ACADEMIC SUCCESS. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES EMPATHY,
RESILIENCE, AND THE POWER OF STORYTELLING IN EDUCATION.

4. THe FIrsT DAYS oF ScHooL: How To BE AN EFFECTIVE TEACHER

W/RITTEN BY HARRY K. W ONG AND ROSEMARY T. W/ ONG, THIS PRACTICAL GUIDE OFFERS STRATEGIES FOR BUILDING STRONG,
POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH STUDENTS FROM THE START. |T FOCUSES ON CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT, COMMUNICATION, AND
CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT CONDUCIVE TO LEARNING. THE BOOK IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR TEACHERS AIMING TO FOSTER
MUTUAL RESPECT AND ENGAGEMENT.

5. EbUCATING ESMP] : DiARY OF A TEACHER’S FIRST YEAR

Esme Rajl CODELL’S DIARY RECOUNTS HER EXPERIENCES DURING HER FIRST YEAR TEACHING IN AN INNER-CITY SCHOOL. THE BOOK
OFFERS CANDID INSIGHTS INTO THE CHALLENGES AND REWARDS OF CONNECTING WITH STUDENTS FROM DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS. |T
SHOWCASES THE IMPORTANCE OF CREATIVITY, PATIENCE, AND GENUINE CARE IN BUILDING EFFECTIVE TEACHER-STUDENT
RELATIONSHIPS.

6. My Posse Don’T Do Homew ork

LOUANNE JOHNSON’S MEMOIR TELLS THE STORY OF HER TIME TEACHING A GROUP OF TROUBLED STUDENTS AT A CALIFORNIA
HIGH SCHOOL. BY UNDERSTANDING THEIR LIVES AND EARNING THEIR TRUST, SHE TRANSFORMS A DIFFICULT CLASSROOM INTO A
SUPPORTIVE LEARNING COMMUNITY. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS COMPASSION, PERSEVERANCE, AND THE IMPACT OF A TEACHER WHO
BELIEVES IN HER STUDENTS.

7. Wonper

R.). PALACIO’S NOVEL CENTERS ON A BOY WITH FACIAL DIFFERENCES ENTERING A MAINSTREAM SCHOOL AND THE TEACHERS WHO
SUPPORT HIS JOURNEY. | T EXPLORES THEMES OF KINDNESS, ACCEPTANCE, AND THE CRUCIAL ROLE EDUCATORS PLAY IN FOSTERING
INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENTS. THE STORY BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATES HOW TEACHERS CAN NURTURE EMPATHY AND CONFIDENCE IN
THEIR STUDENTS.

8. THE COURAGE TO TEACH

\WRITTEN BY PARKER J. PALMER, THIS REFLECTIVE BOOK DELVES INTO THE INNER LIFE OF TEACHERS AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
AUTHENTIC RELATIONSHIPS WITH STUDENTS. |T ENCOURAGES EDUCATORS TO CONNECT DEEPLY WITH THEIR VOCATION AND
THEIR STUDENTS TO CREATE MEANINGFUL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES. THE BOOK IS BOTH PHILOSOPHICAL AND PRACTICAL,
EMPHASIZING HEART-CENTERED TEACHING.



9. TeacH Like A CHAMPION

Douc LEMOV’S BOOK OFFERS ACTIONABLE TECHNIQUES FOR TEACHERS TO ENGAGE STUDENTS AND BUILD RESPECTFUL,
PRODUCTIVE CLASSROOM RELATIONSHIPS. THOUGH FOCUSED ON PRACTICAL SKILLS, IT UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF
TEACHER PRESENCE AND RAPPORT IN STUDENT SUCCESS. IT SERVES AS A GUIDE FOR EDUCATORS STRIVING TO CREATE DYNAMIC,
SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS.
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