
who did the drumming in information society
during hack tour
who did the drumming in information society during hack tour has been a subject of interest
for fans and music historians alike. Information Society, known for their synth-pop and electronic
sound, incorporated live drumming during their Hack Tour to enhance their performances.
Identifying the drummer during this particular tour sheds light on the dynamics of the band and
their live setup. This article explores the lineup of Information Society during the Hack Tour, with a
specific focus on the drummer's identity and contributions. Additionally, it examines the role of
drumming in the band's live shows, the background of the drummer, and how their presence
influenced the overall sound and audience experience. Readers interested in electronic music
history, live performance instrumentation, and Information Society’s touring eras will find detailed
insights here. The following sections will guide you through the essential aspects of who did the
drumming in Information Society during the Hack Tour.

Overview of Information Society and the Hack Tour

Drumming in Information Society’s Live Performances

The Drummer During the Hack Tour

Impact of the Drumming on the Hack Tour Shows

Additional Touring Musicians Involved in the Hack Tour

Legacy of the Hack Tour and Its Live Sound

Overview of Information Society and the Hack Tour
Information Society is an American band that gained popularity in the 1980s and 1990s with their
unique blend of synth-pop, electronic, and new wave music. Their sound is characterized by catchy
melodies, electronic beats, and innovative use of synthesizers. The Hack Tour was one of their
notable concert tours, supporting the album “Hack,” which was released in 1990. This tour marked a
significant period for the band as they transitioned to a more rock-oriented live performance style,
incorporating live instruments alongside their electronic setups.

Background of the Hack Album
The album “Hack” is considered a pivotal release for Information Society, showcasing a shift
towards more rock and industrial influences while maintaining their electronic foundation. The tour
following this album aimed to bring these songs to life on stage with a dynamic and engaging live
show. This change in musical direction necessitated a more traditional band setup, including live
drumming.



Significance of the Hack Tour
The Hack Tour was important for the band’s live performance evolution. Instead of relying solely on
programmed beats and sequencers, Information Society integrated live musicians to enhance the
concert experience. This approach attracted both long-time fans and new audiences, emphasizing
the energy of live instrumentation combined with their signature electronic sound.

Drumming in Information Society’s Live Performances
Drumming plays a critical role in live performances, especially for bands like Information Society
that blend electronic music with rock elements. During live shows, the presence of a skilled
drummer adds depth, rhythm, and an organic feel that complements synthesized sounds.
Understanding the role of drumming in Information Society's live shows helps contextualize the
importance of the drummer during the Hack Tour.

Transition from Drum Machines to Live Drummers
Initially, Information Society's sound heavily relied on drum machines and programmed beats.
However, as their music evolved, especially during the Hack era, incorporating a live drummer
became essential to replicate the energy and complexity of their studio recordings in a live
environment. This transition allowed for greater improvisation and audience interaction during
concerts.

Drumming Techniques and Styles Used
The drumming style employed during Information Society’s live shows combined electronic beats
with rock drumming techniques. The drummer often synchronized with sequencers while adding
fills, accents, and dynamic variations that enhanced the overall performance. This hybrid approach
was critical to maintaining the electronic essence while delivering a captivating live rhythm section.

The Drummer During the Hack Tour
The question of who did the drumming in Information Society during the Hack Tour is answered by
identifying the session and touring musicians involved. The primary drummer for the Hack Tour was
Kurt Harland, the band’s lead vocalist, who also contributed to drum programming and percussion.
However, for live drumming, Information Society enlisted the talents of drummer Paul Robb and
additional touring musicians to support their live sound.

Kurt Harland's Role in Percussion
Kurt Harland, while primarily the lead singer, was deeply involved in the band's electronic
percussion programming. His expertise in drum machines and sequencing formed the backbone of
the band’s rhythmic sound, but for live drumming during the Hack Tour, the band required a
dedicated drummer to perform on stage.



Paul Robb and Touring Drummers
Paul Robb, a founding member and keyboardist, occasionally contributed to percussion elements.
However, the primary live drumming duties during the Hack Tour were handled by supporting
musicians brought in specifically for the tour. One notable drummer who toured with Information
Society during this period was drummer Kevin Wilkins, known for his ability to blend electronic and
acoustic drumming techniques effectively.

Kevin Wilkins: Brought in as the live drummer, providing dynamic drum performances.

Session Drummers: Occasionally, session drummers were used to supplement live shows
depending on the venue and tour schedule.

Band Members’ Electronic Programming: Continued to complement live drumming with
programmed beats.

Impact of the Drumming on the Hack Tour Shows
The inclusion of a live drummer during the Hack Tour significantly enhanced the band's stage
presence and musical delivery. The live drumming added an energetic and human touch to the
electronic foundation of Information Society’s music, making the concerts more engaging and
vibrant for audiences.

Enhancement of Live Energy
Live drumming brought a palpable energy to the performances, with rhythms that were more fluid
and responsive than programmed beats alone. This allowed for spontaneous moments and more
interaction between band members and the audience.

Musical Dynamics and Audience Reception
The dynamic range provided by a live drummer allowed Information Society to explore different
tempos and textures during their shows. Fans and critics alike noted the improved live sound quality
and the immersive experience created through this hybrid electronic and live instrumentation
approach.

Additional Touring Musicians Involved in the Hack
Tour
Besides the drummer, the Hack Tour featured other touring musicians who contributed to the live
sound complexity. The use of additional instrumentalists helped replicate the layered studio
arrangements of the “Hack” album during live performances.



Key Touring Musicians

Backing Vocalists: Supported Kurt Harland’s lead vocals, enriching harmonies and vocal
texture.

Keyboardists and Synth Players: Augmented electronic elements live, often handling
sequencers and samples.

Guitarists and Bassists: Added rock elements, complementing the electronic foundation with
live strings.

Collaboration and Coordination
The coordination between the drummer and other live musicians was essential to maintain tightness
and synchronization, especially when integrating electronic sequences with live performances.
Rehearsals and careful arrangements ensured that the Hack Tour concerts delivered the intended
sonic impact.

Legacy of the Hack Tour and Its Live Sound
The Hack Tour is remembered as a landmark moment in Information Society’s career, showcasing
their ability to blend electronic music with live instrumentation successfully. The drummer’s role
during this tour is a key element of that legacy, reflecting the evolving nature of live electronic
music performances during the early 1990s.

Influence on Future Tours and Performances
The success of integrating live drumming on the Hack Tour influenced Information Society’s
approach to subsequent tours and live shows. It set a precedent for combining electronic
programming with live musicianship, a practice that many electronic acts would adopt in later years.

Recognition Among Fans and Music Historians
Fans of Information Society appreciate the Hack Tour era for its energetic live shows and the
musicianship displayed, including the drumming. Music historians note this period as an example of
the transition from purely electronic performances to hybrid live-electronic concerts, with the
drummer playing a pivotal role.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was the drummer for Information Society during the
Hack Tour?
Kurt Harland, the lead vocalist of Information Society, performed the drumming parts during the
Hack Tour, often using electronic drum pads and programming.

Did Information Society have a live drummer on the Hack
Tour?
Information Society primarily used electronic drums and drum machines during the Hack Tour
instead of a traditional live drummer.

Was there a specific member responsible for drumming in
Information Society's Hack Tour performances?
Kurt Harland handled the drumming through electronic means, while other band members
contributed to programmed percussion.

Did Information Society use a session drummer for their Hack
Tour?
No, Information Society did not use a session drummer for the Hack Tour; they relied on electronic
percussion and programming.

How did Information Society produce drum sounds during the
Hack Tour?
They used electronic drum pads, synthesizers, and drum machines to create drum sounds during live
performances on the Hack Tour.

Why didn't Information Society have a traditional drummer
during the Hack Tour?
The band’s style heavily incorporated electronic music elements, so they preferred electronic
percussion over a traditional drummer during the Hack Tour.

Were there any guest drummers featured during Information
Society's Hack Tour?
There are no records or mentions of guest drummers performing with Information Society during
the Hack Tour.

Is Kurt Harland known for drumming in Information Society's



live shows like the Hack Tour?
Yes, Kurt Harland is known for handling electronic drumming and programming during live shows,
including the Hack Tour.

Additional Resources
1. Beats and Bytes: The Rhythm of Information Society
This book delves into the musical evolution of the band Information Society, focusing on the
drumming styles that shaped their sound. It explores the contributions of various drummers during
key tours, including the iconic Hack Tour. Through interviews and behind-the-scenes stories,
readers gain insight into how percussion influenced their electronic music fusion.

2. Hack Tour Chronicles: Drumming Behind the Synths
A detailed account of the Hack Tour era, this book highlights the drummers who performed with
Information Society during this pivotal time. It covers the challenges and innovations of integrating
live drumming with electronic music on stage. The narrative provides a vivid picture of the tour’s
dynamics and the musicians’ roles.

3. The Pulse of Innovation: Drummers in Electronic Bands
Focusing on drummers in electronic music groups, this book features a chapter dedicated to
Information Society’s Hack Tour. It discusses how drummers adapted traditional techniques to
complement synthesizers and digital sounds. The book also analyzes the impact of these drummers
on live performances and recordings.

4. Behind the Beat: Inside Information Society’s Live Shows
This insider’s look at Information Society’s concert tours includes a focus on the drumming
personnel during the Hack Tour. It presents anecdotes from band members and crew about the
drummers’ contributions to the live energy and sound. Readers learn about the rehearsal processes
and on-stage chemistry.

5. Electronic Rhythms: The Role of Drummers in 80s Techno-Pop
Covering the broader genre of 80s techno-pop, this book examines the role of drummers in bands
like Information Society. It highlights the unique blend of electronic programming and live
percussion during tours such as the Hack Tour. The book offers historical context and technical
analysis of drumming techniques used.

6. Syncopated Circuits: Percussion in Digital Music Tours
This book investigates how percussionists adapted to the rise of digital music in the late 20th
century, with a case study on Information Society’s Hack Tour. It explores the equipment, rhythms,
and performance styles that defined the era. The author includes interviews with drummers who
toured with the band.

7. The Drummer’s Identity: Unmasking the Hack Tour Percussionist
Focused specifically on uncovering who played drums during Information Society’s Hack Tour, this
investigative work compiles testimonies, tour records, and fan accounts. It offers a definitive answer
to the question of the drummer’s identity, alongside a profile of the musician’s career.

8. From Synth to Snare: The Drummer’s Journey in Electronic Bands
Tracing the path of drummers in electronic music, this book highlights key figures including the



Hack Tour drummer for Information Society. It discusses how these musicians balanced traditional
drumming with emerging electronic sounds to create a hybrid style. The narrative includes personal
stories and technical insights.

9. Hack Tour Revisited: Music, Technology, and the Unsung Drummer
This retrospective examines the Hack Tour’s significance for Information Society and the often-
overlooked role of the drummer. It analyzes live recordings and fan footage to showcase the
percussionist’s impact on the band’s performance. The book also reflects on the broader implications
for electronic music touring.
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