
who gives speech at wedding

who gives speech at wedding is an important question that often arises during
the planning of a wedding reception. Wedding speeches are a cherished
tradition that adds a personal and emotional touch to the celebration.
Typically, several key individuals deliver speeches, each bringing their
unique perspective and well-wishes to the couple. Understanding who usually
speaks, the order of speeches, and the etiquette involved can help ensure the
event flows smoothly and remains memorable for all guests. This article
explores the common speakers at weddings, the content and tone of their
speeches, and tips for delivering heartfelt and appropriate messages.
Additionally, this guide covers variations in wedding speech traditions and
addresses frequently asked questions about wedding toasts and speeches.
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Common Speakers Who Give Speech at Wedding
Wedding speeches are typically given by several key individuals closely
connected to the bride and groom. These speeches serve to honor the couple,
share personal stories, and celebrate the union. Knowing who gives speech at
wedding is essential for planning the reception program.

The Father of the Bride
The father of the bride traditionally gives one of the first speeches at the
wedding reception. This speech often includes welcoming guests, expressing
pride and joy for his daughter, and offering blessings and advice to the
newlyweds.



The Groom
The groom usually follows with a speech that thanks everyone for attending,
acknowledges the bride, and expresses his feelings about the marriage. The
groom’s speech is often heartfelt and personal, reflecting his love and
commitment.

The Best Man
The best man’s speech is a wedding staple. Known for combining humor with
sincerity, the best man typically shares anecdotes about the groom, praises
the couple’s relationship, and proposes a toast to their happiness.

The Maid of Honor or Matron of Honor
The maid of honor or matron of honor often delivers a speech highlighting the
bride’s qualities and their friendship. This speech is usually emotional and
supportive, celebrating the bride's journey and the couple’s future.

Other Possible Speakers
In some weddings, additional speeches may come from:

The mother of the bride or groom

The couple themselves, jointly or separately

Close friends or relatives who have been given the honor

The officiant, sometimes sharing personal insights or blessings

The Order of Wedding Speeches
The sequence in which speeches are delivered at a wedding reception is
traditionally set to maintain flow and engagement. Knowing the typical order
helps guests anticipate and enjoy each moment.

Traditional Speech Order
A conventional order of speeches at a wedding is as follows:

Father of the bride welcomes guests and offers his speech1.



The groom responds with his speech2.

The best man delivers his speech3.

The maid or matron of honor gives her speech4.

Additional speeches if applicable5.

Modern Variations
Some couples customize the order to fit their preferences or cultural
traditions. For example, sometimes the couple speaks first, or speeches are
interspersed with other reception activities.

Content and Tone of Wedding Speeches
The content and tone of wedding speeches should reflect the celebratory
nature of the event while remaining respectful and appropriate for all ages.

Key Elements of Wedding Speeches
Effective wedding speeches often include:

Warm greetings and thanks to guests

Personal anecdotes about the bride, groom, or couple

Expressions of love and support

Best wishes for the couple’s future

A closing toast or cheer

Tone and Style
The tone can vary from humorous and lighthearted to sincere and emotional. It
is important to avoid controversial or inappropriate topics, ensuring that
the speech is inclusive and enjoyable for all attendees.



Etiquette and Tips for Wedding Speeches
Proper etiquette enhances the impact of wedding speeches and ensures that
they contribute positively to the celebration.

Preparation and Practice
Speakers should prepare their speeches in advance and rehearse to maintain
confidence and clarity. Keeping speeches concise—usually between three to
five minutes—is advisable to hold guests’ attention.

Respecting the Audience
Speeches should be considerate of the diverse audience, avoiding inside jokes
or stories that might exclude or embarrass guests. Using inclusive language
and positive messages is key.

Delivery Tips
Speakers should speak clearly, maintain eye contact, and use natural
gestures. Pausing for laughter or applause helps maintain engagement.

Variations in Wedding Speech Traditions
Wedding speech customs vary by culture, religion, and personal preferences.
Understanding these differences can help tailor speeches appropriately.

Cultural Differences
In some cultures, additional speakers such as elders or community leaders may
give speeches. In others, speeches might be more formal or follow specific
rituals.

Non-Traditional Weddings
Many modern weddings opt for fewer formal speeches or replace them with
alternative expressions like video messages, group toasts, or musical
tributes.



Frequently Asked Questions About Wedding
Speeches
Common questions about who gives speech at wedding and related topics
include:

Can the bride give a speech? Yes, the bride often gives a speech either
alone or with the groom.

Is it necessary to have all traditional speeches? No, couples can
customize the speech lineup to suit their style.

How long should wedding speeches be? Ideally, speeches should last 3-5
minutes to keep guests engaged.

Should speeches be scripted or spontaneous? Preparing a written speech
is recommended to avoid nerves and ensure clarity.

Who introduces the speakers? The master of ceremonies or wedding host
typically introduces each speaker.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who traditionally gives a speech at a wedding?
Traditionally, the father of the bride often gives a speech at a wedding,
welcoming guests and toasting the couple.

Can the bride and groom give speeches at their own
wedding?
Yes, it is common for the bride and groom to give speeches, where they thank
their guests, share personal stories, and express their feelings.

Are there other people besides the couple and
parents who give speeches at weddings?
Yes, the best man and maid of honor frequently deliver speeches, often
including humorous anecdotes and heartfelt wishes for the couple.

When during the wedding reception are speeches



usually given?
Wedding speeches are typically given during the reception, often before or
after the meal, to engage guests and celebrate the newlyweds.

Is it appropriate for friends or siblings to give
speeches at a wedding?
Absolutely, friends, siblings, and other close family members are often
invited to give speeches to share their support and special memories of the
couple.

Additional Resources
1. The Ultimate Guide to Wedding Speeches
This comprehensive book offers practical advice for anyone tasked with giving
a speech at a wedding. It covers everything from writing heartfelt messages
to delivering them confidently in front of an audience. Tips for different
types of speeches, including best man, maid of honor, and parent speeches,
are included to help speakers make a memorable impact.

2. Who Says What? Understanding Wedding Speech Roles
This book explores the traditional and modern roles of those giving speeches
at weddings. It explains who typically speaks, what topics are appropriate,
and how to tailor messages for different relationships. Readers will gain
insight into the etiquette and expectations surrounding wedding speeches.

3. From Toast to Tale: Crafting the Perfect Wedding Speech
Focusing on storytelling techniques, this book guides speakers on how to
weave personal anecdotes into their wedding speeches. It highlights the
importance of sincerity, humor, and timing to engage the audience
effectively. Readers learn how to balance emotion and entertainment for a
memorable toast.

4. Wedding Speech Etiquette: Who Speaks and When
A detailed look at the order and timing of speeches during wedding
receptions, this book clarifies who traditionally gives speeches and how to
handle variations. It also discusses cultural differences and modern trends
in wedding speech-giving. Helpful checklists and sample speeches are included
for reference.

5. The Best Man’s Speech: A Complete Handbook
Specifically focused on the best man’s role, this book offers guidance on
writing and delivering a speech that honors the groom and entertains guests.
It covers common pitfalls to avoid and provides examples of successful
speeches. This is an invaluable resource for anyone nervous about speaking at
a wedding.

6. Maid of Honor Speeches: Words from the Heart



This book is dedicated to the maid of honor’s speech, emphasizing emotional
connection and support for the bride. It provides templates and tips for
crafting speeches that are both touching and memorable. Readers learn how to
express love and friendship in a way that resonates with the audience.

7. Parents’ Wedding Speeches: Honoring the Couple
Targeting parents who are preparing to speak at their child’s wedding, this
book offers advice on balancing pride, emotion, and appropriate humor. It
includes guidance on speech length, content, and delivery style. The book
helps parents celebrate the union while connecting with guests.

8. Modern Wedding Speeches: Breaking Tradition
This book explores contemporary approaches to wedding speeches, encouraging
speakers to personalize their messages beyond traditional formats. It
features examples of unconventional speeches and advice on how to incorporate
multimedia or interactive elements. Ideal for couples and speakers seeking a
unique wedding experience.

9. How to Calm Your Nerves Before a Wedding Speech
Focused on overcoming anxiety, this book provides techniques for managing
nervousness before and during a wedding speech. It includes breathing
exercises, mental preparation strategies, and rehearsal tips. Perfect for
first-time speakers who want to deliver their message with confidence and
ease.
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