
who missed the most shots in nba history
who missed the most shots in nba history is a question that intrigues many basketball
enthusiasts and statisticians alike. Shot attempts and misses are an integral part of the game, often
reflecting a player's style, longevity, and shooting volume rather than inefficiency alone. This article
delves into the players who hold the records for the most missed shots in NBA history, analyzing
their careers, shooting tendencies, and the context behind their statistics. Understanding who
missed the most shots in NBA history offers insight into the evolution of offensive strategies, player
roles, and the sheer volume of attempts in professional basketball. Additionally, the discussion
includes notable players with high miss counts, factors contributing to missed shots, and the balance
between volume shooting and efficiency. Explore the layers behind these numbers and how they
reflect the complexities of scoring in the NBA.

Top Players Who Missed the Most Shots in NBA History

Factors Contributing to High Missed Shot Totals

The Relationship Between Shot Volume and Missed Shots

Impact of Playing Style and Position on Missed Shots

Historical Context and Evolution of Shooting in the NBA

Top Players Who Missed the Most Shots in NBA History
The record for who missed the most shots in NBA history is often associated with prolific scorers
who took an enormous number of attempts throughout their careers. Longevity, offensive
responsibility, and shooting style all play critical roles in accumulating a high number of missed
shots. Players known for their high volume scoring often appear at the top of this list.

Karl Malone
Karl Malone, also known as "The Mailman," is widely recognized as the player who missed the most
shots in NBA history. Over his 19-season career, Malone took a staggering number of shots,
resulting in the highest total of missed field goals. Despite this, Malone was one of the most efficient
power forwards, ranking second in all-time points scored. His aggressive inside and mid-range
scoring style contributed to his high volume of attempts and misses.

LeBron James
LeBron James, one of the most versatile and durable players in NBA history, ranks among the top in
missed shots due to his extensive career and high usage rate. As a primary offensive option for
multiple teams, LeBron's shot attempts have been immense, naturally leading to a large number of



misses. His ability to maintain scoring efficiency despite the volume distinguishes his shooting
profile.

Kobe Bryant
Kobe Bryant, known for his scoring prowess and offensive skill set, also ranks near the top in missed
shots. His fearless shooting and willingness to take difficult attempts contributed to a high miss
count. Bryant’s career featured numerous high-scoring games, which, coupled with a long tenure in
the league, resulted in a significant number of missed shots.

Other Notable Players

Wilt Chamberlain – Despite high efficiency, his massive shot volume led to many misses.

Michael Jordan – A legendary scorer with a high volume of attempts and corresponding
misses.

Dirk Nowitzki – Long-range shooting and career longevity contributed to his missed shot
totals.

Carmelo Anthony – Known for high-scoring games and a high number of shot attempts.

Factors Contributing to High Missed Shot Totals
Multiple factors influence why certain players miss more shots than others. Understanding these
elements provides context beyond simply labeling players as inefficient shooters.

Longevity and Career Length
Players with long careers naturally accumulate more missed shots due to the sheer number of games
and attempts. Longevity increases the opportunity for both made and missed shots, making it a
significant factor in career totals.

Shot Volume and Usage Rate
High-volume shooters who serve as focal points of their team's offense tend to have more shot
attempts. Increased volume, even with good efficiency, results in more missed shots simply because
of the larger sample size.



Shooting Style and Difficulty
Players who take more difficult shots, such as contested jumpers, three-pointers, or shots in
transition, often have lower shooting percentages and higher misses. A player’s role and style can
lead to more challenging shot selections.

Team Offensive Dynamics
The offensive system and teammates influence shot selection and frequency. Players on teams with
fewer scoring options may take more shots, increasing both makes and misses.

The Relationship Between Shot Volume and Missed
Shots
Shot volume is directly correlated with the number of missed shots. High-volume shooters
accumulate missed shots at a faster rate, regardless of efficiency. This section explores how volume
impacts missed shot totals and efficiency metrics.

Balancing Efficiency and Volume
Efficient shooters with moderate shot volumes tend to have fewer missed attempts overall.
Conversely, high-volume scorers may accept lower efficiency in exchange for offensive
responsibility. Balancing these factors is critical in evaluating shooting performance.

Statistical Examples
For instance, Karl Malone missed over 14,000 shots but maintained a shooting percentage above
50%. This illustrates that missing the most shots does not necessarily equate to poor shooting skills
but rather reflects volume and longevity.

Impact of Playing Style and Position on Missed Shots
Different positions and playing styles influence shot selection and missed shot frequency. Guards,
forwards, and centers have varying roles that affect their shooting tendencies.

Guards and Perimeter Shooters
Guards and perimeter players often attempt more three-pointers and mid-range shots, which
typically have lower shooting percentages compared to shots near the basket. This can lead to
higher missed shot totals despite skill level.



Forwards and Centers
Big men generally take shots closer to the rim, often resulting in higher shooting percentages but
still accumulating missed shots due to volume and contested attempts in the paint. Players like Karl
Malone exemplify this pattern.

Playing Style Variations
Players known for aggressive drives, contested shots, or high-risk attempts tend to miss more shots.
Those with a more selective shooting approach usually have lower missed shot counts relative to
attempts.

Historical Context and Evolution of Shooting in the
NBA
The nature of shooting in the NBA has evolved significantly over decades, influencing missed shot
totals and shooting efficiency across eras.

Early NBA and Mid-Range Dominance
In earlier decades, the mid-range shot and inside scoring dominated, with fewer three-point
attempts. This style affected shooting percentages and the distribution of missed shots.

Three-Point Revolution
The modern NBA emphasizes three-point shooting, increasing shot difficulty and potentially missed
shots. High-volume shooters now often take more threes, which generally have lower success rates
than close-range attempts.

Advancements in Training and Analytics
Improved training, analytics, and shot selection strategies have aimed to optimize shooting
efficiency, reducing unnecessary misses while encouraging higher-value attempts. This evolution
continues to shape who misses the most shots in NBA history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who holds the record for the most missed shots in NBA



history?
Karl Malone holds the record for the most missed shots in NBA history.

How many shots did Karl Malone miss during his NBA career?
Karl Malone missed a total of 14,857 shots over his NBA career.

Why does Karl Malone have the most missed shots in NBA
history?
Karl Malone has the most missed shots because of his long career, high scoring volume, and
aggressive playing style.

Does having the most missed shots mean a player was
inefficient?
Not necessarily; players with long careers and high shot attempts often have more misses but can
still be highly efficient overall.

Who are some other players with a high number of missed
shots in NBA history?
Other players with many missed shots include Kobe Bryant, LeBron James, and Michael Jordan due
to their long careers and high usage.

Is Karl Malone also among the top scorers despite missing
many shots?
Yes, Karl Malone is the second-highest scorer in NBA history, showing he was effective despite many
misses.

How does missed shots impact a player's legacy in the NBA?
Missed shots are often balanced by total points scored, efficiency, and overall contribution; players
with high misses but strong performance are still celebrated.

Additional Resources
1. Brick by Brick: The NBA's Most Missed Shots
This book delves into the careers of NBA players known for their high number of missed shots,
exploring the stories behind their struggles and perseverance. It highlights how missed shots are
part of the game and how some players turned their shooting woes into unique playing styles. The
narrative also examines how missing shots can affect team dynamics and player psychology.

2. Off the Mark: The Art of Missing in NBA History



"Off the Mark" provides an insightful look at the players who have missed the most shots in NBA
history, analyzing their shooting techniques and the evolution of the game. The book discusses how
changes in playing style and increased defensive pressure have contributed to missed attempts. It
sheds light on the resilience required to keep shooting despite frequent misses.

3. The Missed Shot Chronicles: NBA’s Toughest Shooters
This compelling book tells the stories of NBA players who hold records for missed shots but
continued to leave their mark on the league. It presents a balanced perspective on failure and
success, emphasizing that missing shots doesn't define a player's worth. Through interviews and
statistics, readers learn about the mental toughness necessary to bounce back every game.

4. From Misses to Mastery: Lessons from NBA’s Most Frequent Shooters
Exploring the journey from frequent misses to moments of brilliance, this book showcases how some
players overcame their shooting challenges to become respected athletes. It highlights training
regimes, mindset shifts, and coaching influences that helped players improve. The narrative serves
as an inspiration for athletes facing similar hurdles.

5. Taking the Shot: The NBA’s Most Persistent Shooters
"Taking the Shot" celebrates the persistence of NBA players who never hesitated to shoot,
regardless of how often they missed. The book explores the culture of risk-taking in basketball and
how these players contributed to their teams beyond shooting percentages. It also discusses how
fans and analysts perceive players with high missed shot counts.

6. Missed Opportunities: The Untold Stories of NBA’s Shooting Struggles
This book uncovers the lesser-known stories behind the numbers, focusing on players who missed
many shots but had significant impacts on their teams. It examines the context of missed shots,
including defensive pressure and game situations, providing a nuanced view of shooting statistics.
Readers gain insight into how missed shots fit into the broader narrative of basketball.

7. The Shot That Didn’t Fall: NBA’s Record Holders in Missed Attempts
Detailing the records and milestones related to missed shots, this book chronicles the players at the
top of the list and their career trajectories. It discusses how the record for most missed shots is often
held by prolific scorers who took many attempts. The book provides a statistical and anecdotal
perspective on what these records mean in NBA history.

8. Resilience on the Court: Overcoming the Most Missed Shots in NBA
Focusing on the theme of resilience, this book highlights players who faced shooting difficulties yet
maintained their confidence and contributed in other ways. It includes personal stories, interviews,
and expert analysis on how mental strength is crucial in handling failure. The book offers
motivational insights for athletes and fans alike.

9. Shooting Through Failure: The NBA’s Journey with Missed Shots
This comprehensive book charts the evolution of shooting in the NBA, emphasizing the role of
missed shots in shaping player careers and league trends. It examines how players and coaches have
adapted strategies to mitigate misses and improve efficiency. The narrative underscores that
missing shots is an inevitable and essential part of basketball.
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