WHO READS COLLEGE ESSAYS

\WHO READS COLLEGE ESSAYS IS A QUESTION THAT MANY STUDENTS AND PARENTS ASK \WHEN PREPARING FOR COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS. UNDERSTANDING WHO IS ON THE RECEIVING END OF THESE PERSONAL AND ACADEMIC NARRATIVES CAN PROVIDE
VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO HOW ESSAYS ARE EVALUATED AND WHAT TO EMPHASIZE IN WRITING. COLLEGE ESSAYS ARE A CRITICAL
COMPONENT OF THE APPLICATION PROCESS, OFFERING A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR APPLICANTS TO SHOWCASE THEIR
PERSONALITY, EXPERIENCES, AND WRITING SKILLS BEYOND TEST SCORES AND TRANSCRIPTS. THESE ESSAYS ARE READ BY
ADMISSION OFFICERS, FACULTY MEMBERS, AND SOMETIMES EXTERNAL READERS OR ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS, EACH BRINGING A
DISTINCT PERSPECTIVE TO THE EVALUATION PROCESS. KNOWING THE BACKGROUNDS, EXPECTATIONS, AND EVALUATION
CRITERIA OF THESE READERS CAN HELP APPLICANTS CRAFT ESSAYS THAT RESONATE EFFECTIVELY. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE
WHO READS COLLEGE ESSAYS, THE ROLES OF VARIOUS READERS, AND TIPS FOR TAILORING ESSAYS TO MEET THEIR
EXPECTATIONS.
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WHo Reaps CoLLEGE EssAYys?

COLLEGE ESSAYS ARE REVIEWED BY A VARIETY OF READERS INVOLVED IN THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS. PRIMARILY, ADMISSIONS
OFFICERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR READING AND ASSESSING ESSAYS, AS THEY PLAY A CENTRAL ROLE IN DECIDING WHICH
APPLICANTS ARE ADMITTED. |HESE PROFESSIONALS ARE TRAINED TO EVALUATE ESSAYS HOLISTICALLY, LOOKING FOR
QUALITIES SUCH AS ORIGINALITY, CLARITY, AUTHENTICITY, AND ALIGNMENT WITH THE INSTITUTION’S VALUES. ADDITIONALLY,
SOME SCHOOLS INVOLVE FACULTY MEMBERS IN THE REVIEW PROCESS, ESPECIALLY FOR SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS OR MAJORS.
FACULTY READERS BRING SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTISE AND A CRITICAL EYE TOWARD ACADEMIC POTENTIAL. FURTHERMORE/
ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS OR EXTERNAL READERS MAY ALSO BE ENLISTED TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL PERSPECTIVES AND HELP MANAGE
THE VOLUME OF APPLICATIONS. UNDERSTANDING WHO THESE READERS ARE AND THEIR ROLES IS ESSENTIAL FOR APPLICANTS
AIMING TO MAKE A STRONG IMPRESSION.

RoLes oF ADMISSION OFFICERS IN ESSAY EVALUATION

PrRIMARY EVALUATORS oF COLLEGE EssAaYs

ADMISSION OFFICERS ARE THE PRIMARY READERS OF COLLEGE ESSAYS AND HOLD SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE OVER THE ADMISSIONS
OUTCOME. THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE THOROUGHLY REVIEWING EACH APPLICATION, INCLUDING ESSAYS, TEST SCORES,
TRANSCRIPTS, AND RECOMMENDATION LETTERS. ADMISSION OFFICERS ASSESS ESSAYS FOR INSIGHT INTO AN APPLICANT'S
CHARACTER, VALUES, AND POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CAMPUS COMMUNITY. THEY LOOK FOR WELL-CRAFTED
NARRATIVES THAT REFLECT GENUINE EXPERIENCES AND PERSONAL GROW TH.



BALANCING VOLUME WITH QUALITY

GIVEN THE HIGH VOLUME OF APPLICATIONS MANY COLLEGES RECEIVE, ADMISSION OFFICERS MUST EFFICIENTLY BALANCE THE
QUANTITY OF ESSAYS WITH THE QUALITY OF THEIR EVALUATION. THEY OFTEN READ HUNDREDS OR THOUSANDS OF ESSAYS
DURING ADMISSIONS CYCLES, REQUIRING KEEN ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND THE ABILITY TO IDENTIFY STANDOUT QUALITIES
QUICKLY. THIS NECESSITY UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF CLARITY AND ENGAGEMENT IN ESSAY WRITING.

FACULTY AND DEPARTMENTAL REVIEWERS

SPECIALIZED INSIGHT FOR ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

IN soME INSTITUTIONS, FACULTY MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN READING ESSAYS, PARTICULARLY FOR APPLICANTS TO COMPETITIVE
OR SPECIALIZED ACADEMIC PROGRAMS. FACULTY READERS EVALUATE ESSAYS FOR ACADEMIC READINESS, INTELLECTUAL
CURIOSITY, AND ALIGNMENT WITH PROGRAM-SPECIFIC GOALS. THEIR PERSPECTIVE EMPHASIZES THE APPLICANT'S POTENTIAL TO
SUCCEED IN RIGOROUS COURSEWORK AND CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY.

EVALUATING SUBJECT-MATTER RELEVANCE

FACULTY READERS MAY FOCUS ON ESSAYS THAT DEMONSTRATE A GENUINE INTEREST IN THE FIELD OF STUDY OR HIGHLIGHT
RELEVANT EXPERIENCES. THIS EVALUATION HELPS ENSURE THAT ADMITTED STUDENTS ARE WELL-MATCHED TO THEIR CHOSEN
DISCIPLINES, WHICH CAN INCREASE RETENTION AND SUCCESS RATES WITHIN DEPARTMENTS.

ALUMNI AND EXTERNAL READERS

SUPPLEMENTING THE ADMISSIONS TEAM

MANY COLLEGES ENLIST ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS OR EXTERNAL READERS TO ASSIST WITH THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS. T HESE
READERS BRING DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES AND HELP MANAGE THE EXTENSIVE WORKLOAD BY PROVIDING ADDITIONAL EVALUATIONS
OF ESSAYS. ALUMNI READERS OFTEN HAVE A VESTED INTEREST IN MAINTAINING THE INSTITUTION’S STANDARDS AND CAN OFFER
INSIGHT INTO QUALITIES THAT ALIGN WITH THE SCHOOL'S CULTURE AND VALUES.

PROVIDING A BROADER PERSPECTIVE

EXTERNAL READERS MAY ALSO INCLUDE EDUCATORS OR PROFESSIONALS AFFILIATED WITH THE COLLEGE OR COMMUNITY. THEIR
ROLE IS TO ADD OBJECTIVITY AND SUPPLEMENT THE ASSESSMENTS MADE BY ADMISSIONS OFFICERS AND FACULTY. THIS
COLLABORATIVE APPROACH AIMS TO CREATE A COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION OF EACH APPLICANT’S ESSAY AND OVERALL
APPLICATION.

How ReADERS EVALUATE COLLEGE EssAYs

CrITERIA USED BY READERS

READERS OF COLLEGE ESSAYS ASSESS VARIOUS CRITERIA TO DETERMINE THE STRENGTH AND SUITABILITY OF EACH SUBMISSION.
COMMON EVALUATION FACTORS INCLUDE:

e AUTHENTICITY: ESSAYS SHOULD REFLECT THE APPLICANT’S TRUE VOICE AND EXPERIENCES.



CLARITY AND COHERENCE: W/RITING MUST BE CLEAR, ORGANIZED, AND FREE OF GRAMMATICAL ERRORS.

INSIGHT AND REFLECTION: EFFECTIVE ESSAYS DEMONSTRATE THOUGHTFUL REFLECTION ON PERSONAL EXPERIENCES AND
GROWTH.

ALIGNMENT WITH COLLEGE VALUES: ESSAYS THAT RESONATE WITH THE INSTITUTION’S MISSION AND CULTURE OFTEN
STAND OUT.

o CREATIVITY AND ORIGINALITY: UNIQUE PERSPECTIVES AND ENGAGING STORYTELLING CAPTURE READERS’ ATTENTION.

CoMMON READER EXPECTATIONS

READERS EXPECT ESSAYS TO PROVIDE MEANINGFUL INSIGHT INTO THE APPLICANT BEYOND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS. THEY LOOK
FOR NARRATIVES THAT REVEAL CHARACTER TRAITS SUCH AS RESILIENCE, LEADERSHIP, EMPATHY, AND MOTIVATION. Essays
THAT MERELY RESTATE ACCOMPLISHMENTS WITHOUT PERSONAL REFLECTION TEND TO BE LESS IMPACTFUL. UNDERSTANDING
THESE EXPECTATIONS CAN GUIDE APPLICANTS IN CRAFTING MORE COMPELLING ESSAYS.

Tips FOR WRITING EssAYS wWITH READERS IN MIND

UNDERSTANDING Y OUR AUDIENCE

KNOWING WHO READS COLLEGE ESSAYS ALLOWS APPLICANTS TO TAILOR THEIR WRITING ACCORDINGLY. SINCE ADMISSIONS
OFFICERS AND FACULTY LOOK FOR AUTHENTICITY AND INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY, ESSAYS SHOULD BE HONEST AND
THOUGHTFULLY COMPOSED. AVOIDING CLICH S AND GENERIC STATEMENTS CAN HELP MAKE AN ESSAY MORE MEMORABLE.

FOCUSING ON STORYTELLING AND REFLECTION

EFFECTIVE ESSAYS OFTEN TELL A STORY THAT HIGHLIGHTS PERSONAL GROWTH OR A DEFINING MOMENT. REFLECTION ON HOW
EXPERIENCES HAVE SHAPED THE APPLICANT’S PERSPECTIVE OR GOALS IS CRUCIAL. THIS APPROACH HELPS READERS CONNECT
WITH THE APPLICANT ON A HUMAN LEVEL, MAKING THE ESSAY STAND OUT IN A CROWDED APPLICANT POOL.

PrRACTICAL WRITING STRATEGIES

APPLICANTS CAN ENHANCE THEIR ESSAYS BY FOLLOWING THESE PRACTICAL TIPS:

1. START WITH A COMPELLING INTRODUCTION TO ENGAGE READERS IMMEDIATELY.
2. USE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES AND VIVID DETAILS TO ILLUSTRATE POINTS.
3. MAINTAIN CLEAR ORGANIZATION WITH LOGICAL FLOW BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS.
4. REVISE MULTIPLE TIMES TO ENSURE CLARITY AND ELIMINATE ERRORS.

5. SEEK FEEDBACK FROM TRUSTED MENTORS OR ADVISORS FAMILIAR WITH THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HO TYPICALLY READS COLLEGE ESSAYS DURING THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS?

COLLEGE ESSAYS ARE USUALLY READ BY ADMISSIONS OFFICERS WHO REVIEW APPLICATIONS TO ASSESS AN APPLICANT'S
PERSONALITY, WRITING SKILLS, AND FIT FOR THE INSTITUTION.

Do PROFESSORS OR FACULTY MEMBERS READ COLLEGE ESSAYS?

IN MOST CASES, COLLEGE ESSAYS ARE READ BY ADMISSIONS STAFF RATHER THAN PROFESSORS, ALTHOUGH SOME SELECTIVE
PROGRAMS MIGHT INVOLVE FACULTY IN THE REVIEW PROCESS.

ARE COLLEGE ESSAYS READ BY AUTOMATED SYSTEMS OR HUMANS?

\WHILE SOME COLLEGES USE SOFTWARE TO CHECK FOR PLAGIARISM OR KEY\WORD MATCHING, THE ACTUAL EVALUATION OF
COLLEGE ESSAYS IS DONE BY HUMAN ADMISSIONS OFFICERS.

How MANY PEOPLE READ EACH COLLEGE ESSAY?

THE NUMBER VARIES BY SCHOOL, BUT TYPICALLY AT LEAST TWO ADMISSIONS OFFICERS READ EACH ESSAY TO PROVIDE A FAIR
AND BALANCED EVALUATION.

DO ALUMNI READ COLLEGE ESSAYS?

SOME COLLEGES INVOLVE ALUMNI IN THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS, AND THESE ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS MAY READ AND EVALUATE
COLLEGE ESSAYS.

\W/HY DO ADMISSIONS OFFICERS READ COLLEGE ESSAYS?

ADMISSIONS OFFICERS READ ESSAYS TO GAIN INSIGHT INTO AN APPLICANT'S CHARACTER, EXPERIENCES, AND MOTIVATIONS
BEYOND TEST SCORES AND GRADES.

CAN COLLEGE ESSAYS INFLUENCE ADMISSION DECISIONS?

YES, A WELL-WRITTEN COLLEGE ESSAY CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT ADMISSION DECISIONS BY HIGHLIGHTING AN APPLICANT'S
UNIQUE QUALITIES AND POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CAMPUS COMMUNITY.

ARE COLLEGE ESSAYS SHARED WITH SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEES?

SOMETIMES, COLLEGE ESSAYS ARE SHARED WITH SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEES TO HELP ASSESS AN APPLICANT'S SUITABILITY FOR
SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHIPS, BUT THIS DEPENDS ON THE INSTITUTION'S POLICIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. INsipe THE Apmissions OFFIce: WHo READS Your COLLEGE ESSAY?P

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION OF THE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PROCESS, FOCUSING SPECIFICALLY ON THE
INDIVIDUALS WHO REVIEW APPLICATION ESSAYS. |T OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO THEIR BACKGROUNDS, WHAT THEY LOOK FOR IN
ESSAYS, AND HOW THEY MAKE DECISIONS. READERS GAIN A CLEARER UNDERSTANDING OF THE HUMAN ELEMENT BEHIND ESSAY
EVALUATIONS.

2. THe CoLLEGE ESSAY READER’S HANDBOOK
DESIGNED FOR PROSPECTIVE COLLEGE APPLICANTS, THIS GUIDE DEMYSTIFIES THE ROLE OF ADMISSIONS OFFICERS AND OTHER



READERS. |T EXPLAINS THE CRITERIA THESE READERS USE TO ASSESS ESSAYS AND PROVIDES TIPS FOR WRITING TO RESONATE
WITH THEM. THE BOOK ALSO INCLUDES INTERVIEWS WITH ADMISSIONS OFFICERS FROM VARIOUS INSTITUTIONS.

3. BeHIND THE SCENES: ADMISSIONS OFFICERS AND YOUR COLLEGE ESSAY

THIS BOOK REVEALS THE BEHIND-THE-SCENES DYNAMICS OF COLLEGE ADMISSIONS OFFICES, HIGHLIGHTING THE WORKLOAD,
CHALLENGES, AND PERSPECTIVES OF ESSAY READERS. |T HELPS STUDENTS APPRECIATE THE COMPLEXITY OF THE EVALUATION
PROCESS AND OFFERS STRATEGIES TO CRAFT ESSAYS THAT STAND OUT TO BUSY READERS.

4. WHO’s READING YoUrR COLLEGE ESSAY? INSIGHTS FROM ADMISSIONS PROFESSIONALS

FEATURING FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS FROM ADMISSIONS PROFESSIONALS, THIS BOOK SHEDS LIGHT ON THE DIVERSITY OF READERS
AND THEIR EXPECTATIONS. |T DISCUSSES HOW DIFFERENT COLLEGES TRAIN THEIR READERS AND WHAT QUALITIES MAKE AN ESSAY
MEMORABLE. THE NARRATIVE ENCOURAGES APPLICANTS TO WRITE AUTHENTICALLY AND THOUGHTFULLY.

5. THe ANATOMY OF A COLLEGE ESSAY READER

THIS ANALYTICAL BOOK BREAKS DOWN THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND EVALUATIVE PROCESSES OF COLLEGE ESSAY READERS. |T
EXPLAINS HOW READERS INTERPRET TONE, VOICE, AND CONTENT, AND HOW THESE ELEMENTS INFLUENCE ADMISSIONS DECISIONS.
THE BOOK IS VALUABLE FOR STUDENTS AIMING TO WRITE ESSAYS THAT CONNECT ON A DEEPER LEVEL.

6. EssAy Reapers UncoVerep: THE PeoprLE BeHIND COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

FOCUSING ON THE PERSONAL STORIES OF ESSAY READERS, THIS BOOK HUMANIZES THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS BY PROFILING THOSE
WHO SPEND HOURS REVIEWING APPLICATIONS. |T EXPLORES THEIR MOTIVATIONS, BIASES, AND THE IMPACT OF THEIR DECISIONS.
READERS GAIN EMPATHY AND INSIGHT INTO THE ESSAY EVALUATION EXPERIENCE.

7. DecopinGg THE CoLLEGE ESSAY READER’S MIND

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE COGNITIVE AND EMOTIONAL FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE HOW COLLEGE ESSAY READERS ASSESS
SUBMISSIONS. |T OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE ON HOW TO ANTICIPATE READER REACTIONS AND TAILOR ESSAYS ACCORDINGLY.
THE CONTENT IS SUPPORTED BY RESEARCH IN EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY AND ADMISSIONS TRENDS.

8. From Reaper TO WRITER: UNDERSTANDING COLLEGE ESSAY EVALUATION

THIS GUIDE BRIDGES THE GAP BETWEEN ESSAY READERS AND WRITERS BY EXPLAINING THE EVALUATION CRITERIA IN CLEAR TERMS.
IT HELPS STUDENTS UNDERSTAND WHAT READERS PRIORITIZE, SUCH AS AUTHENTICITY, CLARITY, AND IMPACT. THE BOOK
INCLUDES SAMPLE ESSAYS WITH ANNOTATIONS FROM REAL ADMISSIONS READERS.

9. THe PeorLe WHo Reap Your CoLLEGE EssAys: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN COLLEGE ESSAY REVIEW—FROM ADMISSIONS
OFFICERS TO FACULTY READERS—THIS BOOK OUTLINES THEIR ROLES AND PERSPECTIVES. |T EMPHASIZES THE COLLABORATIVE
NATURE OF ADMISSIONS DECISIONS AND HOW ESSAYS FIT INTO THE BROADER APPLICATION CONTEXT. THE BOOK IS A MUST-
READ FOR STUDENTS SEEKING TO NAVIGATE THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS SUCCESSFULLY.
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