
who slept with his daughter in law in the
bible
who slept with his daughter in law in the bible is a question that arises from a notable
and controversial story in the Old Testament. This narrative involves complex family
relationships, moral lessons, and legal implications within the context of biblical law and
culture. The Bible records instances where a man slept with his daughter-in-law, which
has sparked much discussion among theologians, scholars, and readers alike.
Understanding who this individual was, the circumstances surrounding the event, and its
significance helps clarify the biblical perspective on family dynamics and sin. This article
explores the key biblical account related to this question, the societal and religious
context, and the lessons derived from the story. The following sections will guide readers
through the detailed biblical narrative, interpretations, and related themes.

The Biblical Account of Who Slept with His Daughter-in-Law

Context and Cultural Background

Interpretations and Theological Perspectives

Lessons and Moral Implications

The Biblical Account of Who Slept with His
Daughter-in-Law

The most prominent biblical story addressing the question of who slept with his daughter-
in-law in the Bible is found in the book of Genesis, specifically the account of Judah and
Tamar. This episode is located in Genesis 38 and is often referenced in discussions about
complex familial relationships documented in scripture. Judah, one of the twelve sons of
Jacob, had three sons, and the story involves his youngest son and Tamar, who was
married into the family.

The Story of Judah and Tamar

Judah's eldest son married Tamar, but he died before they had children. According to the
custom of levirate marriage, Tamar was then married to Judah's second son, who also died
without producing offspring. Judah failed to give his third son to Tamar as a husband,
leaving her childless and without the protection of a husband. In an effort to secure her
rights and lineage, Tamar disguised herself and seduced Judah, not revealing her identity
immediately.



In this encounter, Judah unknowingly slept with his daughter-in-law, Tamar. This act
ensured the continuation of Judah’s family line. Tamar later revealed her identity, and
Judah acknowledged the righteousness of her actions, recognizing the importance of
preserving the family lineage. This story is significant because it involves a man sleeping
with his daughter-in-law, but under unique cultural and legal circumstances.

Other Biblical References to Similar Situations

While the story of Judah and Tamar is the most explicit example, the Bible also contains
laws and narratives addressing sexual relations involving in-laws. For example, Leviticus
18:15 explicitly prohibits a man from lying with his daughter-in-law as with a woman,
labeling it an abomination. This law clarifies the general prohibition against such
relations, distinguishing the Judah and Tamar story as an exceptional case rather than a
normative practice.

Context and Cultural Background

Understanding who slept with his daughter-in-law in the Bible requires an appreciation of
the cultural and legal context of the ancient Near East. Family relationships, marriage
customs, and inheritance laws deeply influenced behavior and narratives recorded in
scripture. The concept of levirate marriage, for instance, was designed to protect widows
and ensure the continuation of a deceased husband's lineage.

Levirate Marriage and Its Role

Levirate marriage, described in Deuteronomy 25:5-10, required a man to marry his
deceased brother’s widow if the brother died without offspring. This practice ensured the
deceased brother’s name and property remained within the family. In Judah's case,
although the law pertained to brothers, the principle of preserving lineage was culturally
significant in his interaction with Tamar.

Social and Legal Implications

In ancient Hebrew society, family honor and inheritance rights were paramount. Marriage
alliances were not merely personal but also social and legal contracts. The story of Judah
and Tamar illustrates the lengths to which individuals would go to uphold these contracts
and ensure the survival of family heritage, even if it meant unconventional actions. This
background helps explain why such a controversial event appears in the biblical text.



Interpretations and Theological Perspectives

The story of Judah and Tamar, and the question of who slept with his daughter-in-law in
the Bible, has attracted diverse interpretations from theologians and biblical scholars.
These interpretations often focus on the moral, legal, and theological lessons conveyed by
the narrative.

Moral Ambiguity and Righteousness

Many scholars note the moral complexity of Judah's act. On the surface, it appears as a
breach of social norms and biblical law. However, Tamar's actions are often seen as
righteous because they fulfilled the social obligation to bear offspring for Judah's family
line. Judah himself acknowledges Tamar's righteousness after learning the truth,
suggesting a nuanced understanding of morality in biblical contexts.

Typology and Messianic Implications

Some theological interpretations view Tamar’s story as part of the messianic lineage.
Tamar became an ancestor of King David, and ultimately Jesus Christ according to the
genealogy presented in the Gospel of Matthew. This perspective highlights how God's
purposes can be fulfilled through imperfect human actions, including those involving
complex family relationships.

Legal Exceptions Versus Prohibitions

The distinction between the narrative and the law is crucial. While Levitical law prohibits
relations with a daughter-in-law, the story of Judah and Tamar predates these laws or
operates within a different legal framework emphasizing lineage preservation. This has led
to discussions about how biblical narratives relate to later legal codes.

Lessons and Moral Implications

The account of who slept with his daughter-in-law in the Bible offers several lessons that
have been drawn by religious educators and scholars. These lessons address themes of
justice, social responsibility, and the complexities of human behavior.

The Importance of Family and Lineage



The narrative underscores the biblical emphasis on family continuity and the responsibility
to uphold family honor. Tamar’s determination to secure her place in Judah’s family
demonstrates the social and religious importance of progeny and inheritance.

Justice and Recognition of Righteousness

Judah’s eventual recognition of Tamar’s righteousness teaches about justice and fairness.
It reminds readers that appearances can be deceiving and that true justice requires
understanding context and intent.

Complexity of Human Morality

The story highlights that biblical figures often faced complex moral decisions. The Bible
does not shy away from depicting flawed characters acting in ways that challenge
simplistic moral judgments, illustrating the nuanced nature of human ethics.

Summary of Key Lessons

Preservation of family lineage is a central biblical concern.

Legal and social norms can have exceptions in extraordinary circumstances.

Justice involves recognizing intent and righteousness beyond surface actions.

Biblical narratives reflect the complexity of human morality and relationships.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who slept with his daughter-in-law in the Bible?
Judah slept with his daughter-in-law, Tamar, as described in Genesis 38.

What is the story of Judah and his daughter-in-law
Tamar?
In Genesis 38, Tamar was married to Judah's son Er, who died. After his death, she was
supposed to marry the next son, Onan, who also died. Judah did not give her to his
youngest son, so Tamar disguised herself and seduced Judah to bear a child.



Why did Judah sleep with his daughter-in-law Tamar?
Tamar disguised herself as a prostitute to seduce Judah because he failed to give her to
his youngest son as a husband, which was the custom to provide offspring for a deceased
brother.

Is it considered a sin that Judah slept with his daughter-
in-law?
Yes, it was considered improper and against the social norms, but Tamar's actions were
also seen as ensuring the continuation of Judah's lineage.

What was the outcome of Judah sleeping with Tamar?
Tamar gave birth to twin sons, Perez and Zerah, who became ancestors of King David and
ultimately Jesus according to the Bible's genealogy.

How did Judah react when he found out Tamar was
pregnant?
Judah initially condemned Tamar to death for immorality, but when she proved that he
was the father, he acknowledged his wrongdoing and accepted her.

Are there other instances in the Bible where a man slept
with his daughter-in-law?
The story of Judah and Tamar is the most prominent example. Other relationships
involving in-laws are mentioned but not specifically involving sexual relations.

What lessons are derived from the story of Judah and
Tamar?
The story highlights themes of justice, responsibility, and God's providence in preserving
lineage despite human flaws.

Additional Resources
1. "Judah and Tamar: A Story of Redemption and Legacy"
This book explores the biblical narrative found in Genesis 38, where Judah unknowingly
sleeps with his daughter-in-law Tamar. It delves into themes of justice, deception, and
God's providence in preserving the lineage of Israel. The story highlights the complexities
of family relationships and God's ability to bring good out of difficult situations.

2. "The Complex Family Ties of the Patriarchs"
Focusing on the intricate and sometimes controversial family dynamics in the Old
Testament, this book examines instances like Judah and Tamar's story. It discusses



cultural contexts, moral lessons, and how these narratives shaped the history of Israel.
Readers gain insight into the human flaws and divine purposes intertwined in biblical
genealogies.

3. "Biblical Scandals: Lessons from Controversial Stories"
This work collects various scandalous episodes from the Bible, including the story of Judah
and Tamar. It analyzes the social and theological implications of these events and their
impact on biblical history. The book encourages readers to understand these stories
beyond judgment, seeing them as part of God's unfolding plan.

4. "Tamar’s Courage: A Woman’s Role in God’s Plan"
Centering on Tamar, this book highlights her bravery and determination in securing her
rights within her family. It portrays how her actions, though unconventional, were pivotal
in preserving the Messianic line. The narrative challenges traditional perspectives on
women in the Bible and celebrates Tamar's faith and resilience.

5. "The Lineage of David: From Judah to the Messiah"
This book traces the genealogy of King David, emphasizing key figures like Judah and
Tamar. It explains how their story fits into the broader biblical narrative leading to the
birth of Jesus. The work offers historical and theological context, showing how God's
promises endure despite human imperfections.

6. "Family Secrets in the Old Testament"
Exploring lesser-discussed stories, this book sheds light on hidden or uncomfortable family
episodes in the Bible, including Judah's encounter with Tamar. It discusses how these
stories reveal the humanity of biblical characters and God's grace. The book invites
readers to reflect on forgiveness and restoration.

7. "God’s Purpose Through Imperfect People"
This inspirational book focuses on how God uses flawed individuals to accomplish divine
purposes. Featuring the story of Judah and Tamar, it demonstrates that mistakes and
moral complexities do not thwart God's plan. The book encourages readers to trust in
God's sovereignty amid imperfection.

8. "Women Who Shaped Biblical History"
Highlighting influential women in the Bible, this book includes Tamar’s story as a key
example of female agency and impact. It explores how women, often in difficult
circumstances, contributed to God's unfolding story. The narrative empowers modern
readers by showcasing biblical models of courage and faith.

9. "The Theology of Redemption in Genesis"
Focusing on the first book of the Bible, this theological study examines themes of sin,
judgment, and redemption. It includes an analysis of Judah and Tamar’s story as part of
God's redemptive plan within a fallen world. The book provides deep insights into how
early Genesis narratives foreshadow salvation history.
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