WHO WILL WRITE OUR HISTORY SAMUEL KASSOW

WHO WILL WRITE OUR HISTORY SAMUEL KASSOW IS A PIVOTAL PHRASE THAT DIRECTS ATTENTION TO A SIGNIFICANT WORK BY
HISTORIAN SAMUEL KAassow. His Book, “WHo WiLL W/RITE OUR HISTORY?” REVEALS THE EXTRAORDINARY STORY OF THE
CLANDESTINE ARCHIVES MAINTAINED BY THE JEWISH UNDERGROUND IN THE W/ ARSAW GHETTO DURING WORLD W AR II. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE ARTICLE EXPLORES THE BACKGROUND, THEMES, AND LASTING IMPACT OF KASSOW’S WORK, HIGHLIGHTING ITS
IMPORTANCE IN HOLOCAUST STUDIES AND HISTORICAL PRESERVATION. EMPHASIZING THE ROLE OF MEMORY AND
DOCUMENTATION, THE ARTICLE DELVES INTO HOW KASSOW’S RESEARCH UNCOVERS THE VOICES OF THOSE WHO FACED
UNIMAGINABLE ATROCITIES. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE KEY FIGURES BEHIND THE ARCHIVES, THE CHALLENGES THEY
FACED, AND THE BOOK’S RECEPTION IN ACADEMIC AND PUBLIC SPHERES. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE A DETAILED
OVERVIEW, INCLUDING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, THE ARCHIVE’S DISCOVERY, AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR HISTORY
AND MEMORY.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF THE W ARSAW GHETTO

THe OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE

SAMUEL KAssow’s RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY

Key FIGURES BEHIND THE ARCHIVE

THe IMPACT AND LEGACY oF "WHo WiLL WrITE OUr HisTory?”

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF THE W ARSAW GHETTO

THE W ARSAW GHETTO WAS ESTABLISHED BY NAZI GERMANY IN 1940 AS PART OF THEIR SYSTEMATIC OPPRESSION OF JEWS
DURING W ORLD W/ AR Il. IT BECAME THE LARGEST JEWISH GHETTO IN NAZI-oCCUPIED EUROPE, CONFINING OVER 400,000 Jews
IN A SMALL AREA UNDER BRUTAL CONDITIONS. STARVATION, DISEASE, AND FORCED LABOR WERE DAILY REALITIES, AND THE
GHETTO WAS EVENTUALLY THE SITE OF THE W ARSAW GHETTO UPRISING IN 1943, A HEROIC BUT ULTIMATELY DOOMED
RESISTANCE EFFORT. UNDERSTANDING THIS CONTEXT IS CRUCIAL TO APPRECIATING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE UNDERGROUND
DOCUMENTATION EFFORTS THAT SAMUEL KASSOW HIGHLIGHTS IN HIS BOOK. THE GHETTO WAS NOT ONLY A PLACE OF
SUFFERING BUT ALSO A SITE OF CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL RESISTANCE.

Lire INsIDE THE GHETTO

CONDITIONS IN THE W ARSAW GHETTO WERE DIRE, WITH OVERCROWDING, LIMITED FOOD SUPPLIES, AND RAMPANT DISEASE.
DESPITE THESE HARDSHIPS,JE\X/ISH INHABITANTS SOUGHT TO MAINTAIN CULTURAL LIFE THROUGH SCHOOLS, THEATERS, AND
RELIGIOUS PRACTICES. THE OPPRESSIVE ENVIRONMENT MOTIVATED SOME RESIDENTS TO ORGANIZE CLANDESTINE EFFORTS TO
DOCUMENT THEIR EXPERIENCES AND PRESERVE THEIR HISTORY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF RESISTANCE

THE W ARSAW GHETTO UPRISING DEMONSTRATED THE DETERMINATION OF JEWISH INHABITANTS TO RESIST NAZI TYRANNY. THIS
RESISTANCE WAS NOT ONLY PHYSICAL BUT ALSO INTELLECTUAL AND CULTURAL. THE CREATION OF SECRET ARCHIVES WAS
PART OF THIS BROADER RESISTANCE, AIMING TO ENSURE THAT THE TRUTH OF THEIR LIVES AND STRUGGLES WOULD SURVIVE
EVEN IF THEY THEMSELVES DID NOT.



THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE

THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE WAS THE SECRET COLLECTION OF DOCUMENTS, DIARIES, PHOTOS, AND REPORTS COMPILED BY A
GROUP OFJE\X/ISH HISTORIANS, WRITERS, AND ACTIVISTS IN THE W ARSAW GHETTO. THEIR GOAL WAS TO CHRONICLE DAILY
LIFE, NAzi ATROCITIES, AND ACTS OF RESISTANCE IN REAL TIME. THIS ARCHIVE IS CENTRAL TO SAMUEL KASSOW?’S BOOK,
SERVING AS BOTH A HISTORICAL RECORD AND A TESTAMENT TO HUMAN RESILIENCE.

ORIGINS AND PURPOSE

FOUNDED BY HISTORIAN EMANUEL RINGELBLUM, THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE OPERATED FROM 1940 To 1943. MeMBERS MET
SECRETLY TO COLLECT TESTIMONIES, DOCUMENTS, AND CULTURAL ARTIFACTS, BELIEVING THAT THESE MATERIALS WOULD ONE
DAY SERVE AS A FOUNDATION FOR UNDERSTANDING THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE UNDER NAZI OCCUPATION. THE NAME “OYNEG
SHABES,” MEANING “SABBATH JOY,” REFLECTS THE GROUP’S DEDICATION TO PRESERVING HOPE AMID DESPAIR.

CONTENTS OF THE ARCHIVE

THE ARCHIVE INCLUDED A WIDE VARIETY OF MATERIALS:

® PERSONAL DIARIES AND EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS

e REPORTS ON NAZI ACTIVITIES AND POLICIES

ARTWORK AND POETRY REFLECTING GHETTO LIFE
® STATISTICAL DATA ON POPULATION AND MORTALITY

® DOCUMENTATION OF UNDERGROUND EDUCATION AND CULTURAL EVENTS

THESE DOCUMENTS PROVIDE A MULTIFACETED PERSPECTIVE ON LIFE IN THE GHETTO AND THE EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN DIGNITY AND
HUMANITY.

SAMUEL KAssow’s RESEARCH AND METHODOLOGY

SAMUEL KASSO\X/, A DISTINGUISHED HISTORIAN, UNDERTOOK EXTENSIVE RESEARCH TO BRING THE STORY OF THE OYNEG SHABES
ARCHIVE TO LIGHT. HIS WORK INVOLVED ANALYZING ARCHIVAL MATERIALS, INTERVIEWING SURVIVORS, AND CROSS-REFERENCING
HISTORICAL SOURCES TO CONSTRUCT A DETAILED NARRATIVE. KASSOW’S METHODOLOGY COMRBINED RIGOROUS ACADEMIC
STANDARDS WITH COMPASSIONATE STORYTELLING, MAKING THE HISTORY ACCESSIBLE AND COMPELLING.

ARCHIVAL RESEARCH

KASSOW ACCESSED MATERIALS STORED IN POLISH AND ISRAELI ARCHIVES, INCLUDING THE RECOVERED PORTIONS OF THE OYNEG
SHABES COLLECTION. HIS EXAMINATION OF THESE DOCUMENTS ALLOWED HIM TO PIECE TOGETHER THE ARCHIVE’S CREATION,
CONTENT, AND PRESERVATION. THIS PAINSTAKING RESEARCH WAS ESSENTIAL TO RECONSTRUCTING THE BROADER NARRATIVE OF
JE\X/ISH RESISTANCE THROUGH DOCUMENTATION.

ORAL HisTORIES AND SURVIVOR TESTIMONIES

KASSOW INCORPORATED INTERVIEWS AND TESTIMONIES FROM SURVIVORS WHO HAD CONNECTIONS TO THE ARCHIVE OR THE
W ARSAW GHETTO. THESE PERSONAL NARRATIVES ADDED DEPTH AND NUANCE TO THE HISTORICAL RECORD, ILLUMINATING THE
HUMAN EXPERIENCES BEHIND THE DOCUMENTS. THIS APPROACH UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF MULTIPLE SOURCES IN



UNDERSTANDING COMPLEX HISTORICAL EVENTS.

Key FIGURES BEHIND THE ARCHIVE

THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE WAS THE PRODUCT OF A DEDICATED GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS WHO RISKED THEIR LIVES TO
DOCUMENT HISTORY. SAMUEL KASSOW’S WORK HIGHLIGHTS THESE KEY FIGURES, PROVIDING INSIGHT INTO THEIR MOTIVATIONS,
BACKGROUNDS, AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

EMANUEL RINGELBLUM

AS THE FOUNDER AND LEADER OF THE ARCHIVE PROJECT, EMANUEL RINGELBLUM WAS A HISTORIAN AND SOCIAL ACTIVIST
COMMITTED TOJE\X/ISH HISTORY AND CULTURE. HIS LEADERSHIP WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN ORGANIZING THE COLLECTION AND
ENSURING ITS SURVIVAL. RINGELBLUM’S VISION WAS THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS WOULD UNDERSTAND THE TRUTH OF WHAT
HAPPENED IN THE GHETTO, NO MATTER THE COST.

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

NUMEROUS WRITERS, SCHOLARS, AND ACTIVISTS CONTRIBUTED TO THE ARCHIVE’S CREATION. THEY INCLUDED TEACHERS,
JOURNALISTS, AND COMMUNITY LEADERS WHO GATHERED INFORMATION, WROTE REPORTS, AND COLLECTED MATERIALS. THEIR
COLLABORATION WAS A REMARKABLE EXAMPLE OF COMMUNAL EFFORT UNDER EXTREME CIRCUMSTANCES.

RACHEL AUERBACH — WRITER AND CHRONICLER

MAREK EDELMAN — PARTICIPANT IN THE UPRISING AND ARCHIVE CONTRIBUTOR

ADOLF BERGMAN — DOCUMENTARIAN AND EDITOR

Heniex FUCHS — UNDERGROUND ACTIVIST AND ARCHIVIST

THe IMPACT AND LEGACY oF “WHo WiLL WRITE OUr HisTorY?”

SAMUEL KASSOW’S BOOK BROUGHT INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION TO THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN
HoLOCAUST HISTORIOGRAPHY. THE WORK HAS INFLUENCED SCHOLARLY RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING OF
JE\X/ISH RESISTANCE AND MEMORY. |IT ALSO RAISES IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ROLE OF HISTORY AND DOCUMENTATION
IN PRESERVING MARGINALIZED VOICES.

AcADEMIC AND CULTURAL INFLUENCE

THE BOOK HAS BECOME A KEY RESOURCE IN HOLOCAUST STUDIES, INSPIRING FURTHER RESEARCH INTO UNDERGROUND RESISTANCE
AND ARCHIVAL PRESERVATION. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND EXHIBITIONS BASED ON THE ARCHIVE HAVE HELPED DISSEMINATE
THIS HISTORY TO WIDER AUDIENCES, ENSURING THAT THE LESSONS OF THE W ARSAW GHETTO ENDURE.

PRESERVATION OF MEMORY

THE ARCHIVE’S SURVIVAL AND KASSOW’S WORK EMPHASIZE THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF WHO CONTROLS HISTORICAL
NARRATIVES. THE QUESTION “\WHO WILL WRITE OUR HISTORY” RESONATES AS A REMINDER THAT HISTORY IS OFTEN SHAPED BY
THOSE WHO RECORD IT. KASSOW’S BOOK UNDERSCORES THE POWER OF DOCUMENTATION TO COMBAT ERASURE AND DENIAL.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHo 1s SAMUEL KASSow, THE AUTHOR OF ‘W/HO WiLL W/RITE OUR HisToRY'?

SAMUEL KASSOW IS A HISTORIAN AND PROFESSOR KNOWN FOR HIS WORK ON JEWISH HISTORY, PARTICULARLY RELATING TO THE
HoLocAUST. He AUTHORED “WHo WiLL WRITE OUR HISTORY,” WHICH TELLS THE STORY OF THE SECRET ARCHIVE OF THE
W arRsAW GHETTO.

W/HAT IS THE MAIN SUBJECT oF ‘WHo WiLL WRITE OUR HisTorY' BY SAMUEL
KAassow?

THE BOOK FOCUSES ON THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE, A SECRET DOCUMENTATION PROJECT IN THE W/ ARSAW GHETTO DURING
W/ oRrLD W AR |, CHRONICLING JEWISH LIFE AND RESISTANCE UNDER NAZI OCCUPATION.

WHY 1S THE TITLE "WHO WiLL WRITE OUR HISTORY' SIGNIFICANT IN SAMUEL
Kassow'’s Book?

THE TITLE REFLECTS THE URGENT QUESTION POSED BY THE_JE\X/ISH RESISTANCE IN THE W ARSAW GHETTO ABOUT PRESERVING
THEIR OWN NARRATIVE AND HISTORY AMIDST THE THREAT OF ANNIHILATION BY THE NAZIS.

How pib SAMUEL KASSOW RESEARCH THE Book ‘WHoO WiLL WRITE Our HISTORY'?

KASSOW CONDUCTED EXTENSIVE ARCHIVAL RESEARCH, INTERVIEWS, AND STUDIED THE DOCUMENTS OF THE OYNEG SHABES
ARCHIVE TO PIECE TOGETHER THE STORY OF THEJE\X/ISH CHRONICLERS IN THE W ARSAW GHETTO.

WHAT IMPACT HAS "WHo WiLL WRITE OUR HisTorY' HAD ON HoLOCAUST
STUDIES?

THE BOOK HAS SHED LIGHT ON THE IMPORTANCE OFJE\X/ISH SELF-DOCUMENTATION DURING THE HOLOCAUST AND HIGHLIGHTED
THE RESILIENCE AND COURAGE OF THOSE WHO RISKED THEIR LIVES TO PRESERVE HISTORY.

HAs SAMUEL KAassow's ‘WHo WiLL WRITE OUR HISTORY' BEEN ADAPTED INTO
OTHER MEDIA?

YES, THE BOOK INSPIRED A DOCUMENTARY FILM TITLED "WHo WiLL WRrITE OUR HISTORY,I WHICH FURTHER EXPLORES THE
STORY OF THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE AND ITS CREATORS.

\WHAT THEMES ARE EXPLORED IN ‘WHO WiLL WRITE OUr HiSTORY' BY SAMUEL
KAassow?

THE BOOK EXPLORES THEMES OF RESISTANCE, MEMORY, IDENTITY, SURVIVAL, AND THE POWER OF STORYTELLING UNDER EXTREME
OPPRESSION.

\W/HO WERE THE KEY FIGURES FEATURED IN SAMUEL KAssow's ‘“WHo WiLL WRITE
OuR HisTorY'?

KEY FIGURES INCLUDE EMANUEL RINGELBLUM, THE HISTORIAN WHO LED THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE, AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE
JE\X/ISH INTELLECTUAL COMMUNITY IN THE W ARSAW GHETTO.



WHY 1S THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE IMPORTANT ACCORDING TO SAMUEL KASsow's
BOOK?

THE OYNEG SHABES ARCHIVE IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT PRESERVED FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS, DOCUMENTS, AND TESTIMONIES OF
JE\X/ISH LIFE AND RESISTANCE DURING THE HOLOCAUST, ENSURING THAT THEIR HISTORY WOULD NOT BE ERASED.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. WHo WiLL WeiTe OUr HisTORY? REDISCOVERING THE WARSAW GHETTO ARCHIVE BY SAMUEL D. KAssow

THIS BOOK UNCOVERS THE SECRET ARCHIVES OF THE W/ ARSAW GHETTO, CREATED BY JEWISH HISTORIANS AND ACTIVISTS TO
DOCUMENT LIFE AND DEATH UNDER NAZI OCCUPATION. KASSOW DETAILS THE EFFORTS OF EMANUEL RINGELBLUM AND HIS
COLLEAGUES WHO RISKED THEIR LIVES TO PRESERVE EVIDENCE OF THE HOLOCAUST. THE NARRATIVE COMBINES HISTORICAL
RESEARCH WITH A COMPELLING STORY OF RESISTANCE THROUGH DOCUMENTATION.

2. THe DiARY oF A YOUNG GIRL BY ANNE FRANK

ANNE FRANK’S DIARY PROVIDES A POIGNANT AND PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF LIFE IN HIDING DURING THE HOLOCAUST. HER WRITINGS
CAPTURE THE HOPES, FEARS, AND DAILY STRUGGLES OF A YOUNG JEWISH GIRL AMIDST THE HORRORS OF NAZI PERSECUTION.
THIS SEMINAL WORK IS A POWERFUL TESTAMENT TO THE HUMAN SPIRIT AND THE IMPORTANCE OF BEARING WITNESS.

3. NiIGHT BY ELIE WIESEL

ELIE WIESEL’S MEMOIR RECOUNTS HIS HARROWING EXPERIENCES AS A TEENAGER IN NAZI CONCENTRATION CAMPS. “NIGHT” IS A
DEEPLY MOVING EXPLORATION OF SUFFERING, LOSS, AND SURVIVAL, SERVING AS A CRUCIAL TESTIMONY OF THE ATROCITIES
COMMITTED DURING THE HOLOCAUST. \WIESEL’S NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES THE NEED TO REMEMBER AND DOCUMENT SUCH HISTORY
TO PREVENT FUTURE ATROCITIES.

4. THE HoLocAUST: A New HisTory BY LAURENCE REES

L AURENCE REES PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE HOLOCAUST, COMBINING EYEWITNESS TESTIMONIES WITH
EXTENSIVE HISTORICAL RESEARCH. THE BOOK EXPLORES THE ORIGINS, EXECUTION, AND AFTERMATH OF THE GENOCIDE, SHEDDING
LIGHT ON BOTH THE VICTIMS AND PERPETRATORS. |T OFFERS A BROAD CONTEXT TO UNDERSTAND THE DEPTH AND COMPLEXITY
OF THIS TRAGIC PERIOD.

5. OrDINARY MeN: ReSERVE PoLICE BATTALION 101 AND THE FINAL SOLUTION IN POLAND BY CHRISTOPHER R. BROWNING
THIS WORK EXAMINES HOW AVERAGE GERMAN MEN BECAME PERPETRATORS OF MASS MURDER DURING THE HOLOCAUST.
BROWNING USES DETAILED RESEARCH TO ANALYZE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED THEIR
PARTICIPATION IN ATROCITIES. THE BOOK CHALLENGES ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT EVIL AND HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF
HISTORICAL DOCUMENTATION IN UNDERSTANDING HUMAN BEHAVIOR.

6. ResisTANCE: THE WARSAW GHETTO UPRISING BY ISRAEL GUTMAN

ISRAEL GUTMAN PROVIDES A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE 1943 W ARSAW GHETTO UPRISING, A COURAGEOUS ACT OF JEWISH
RESISTANCE AGAINST NAZI FORCES. THE BOOK DRAWS ON SURVIVOR TESTIMONIES AND ARCHIVAL MATERIALS TO RECREATE THE
EVENTS AND MOTIVATIONS BEHIND THE REVOLT. |T UNDERSCORES THE RESILIENCE AND DETERMINATION OF THOSE WHO FOUGHT
AGAINST OPPRESSION.

7. SURVIVAL IN AUSCHWITZ BY PRIMO LEVI

PRIMO LEVI’S MEMOIR RECOUNTS HIS EXPERIENCES IN THE AUSCHWITZ CONCENTRATION CAMP, BLENDING PERSONAL NARRATIVE
WITH REFLECTIONS ON HUMANITY AND MORALITY. THE BOOK EXPLORES THE BRUTAL REALITIES OF CAMP LIFE AND THE STRUGGLE
TO MAINTAIN DIGNITY AMID DEHUMANIZATION. LEVI’S TESTIMONY IS A VITAL CONTRIBUTION TO HOLOCAUST LITERATURE AND
HISTORICAL MEMORY.

8. LiFE IN A_JAR: THE IRENA SENDLER PROJECT BY JACK MAYER

THIS BOOK TELLS THE STORY OF IRENA SENDLER, A POLISH SOCIAL WORKER WHO SAVED THOUSANDS OF JEWISH CHILDREN
FROM THE W ARSAW GHETTO BY SMUGGLING THEM OUT IN JARS AND BOXES. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE COURAGEOUS EFFORTS OF
INDIVIDUALS WHO RISKED EVERYTHING TO PRESERVE LIFE AND DOCUMENT THE TRUTH. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES THE POWER OF
RESISTANCE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF HISTORICAL RECORDS.

Q. THE HOLOCAUST AND THE Book: DESTRUCTION AND PRESERVATION EDITED BY JONATHAN ROSE
THIS COLLECTION EXPLORES THE IMPACT OF THE HOLOCAUST ON JEWISH LITERATURE AND THE EFFORTS TO PRESERVE BOOKS



AND DOCUMENTS DURING AND AFTER THE GENOCIDE. |T ADDRESSES THEMES OF CULTURAL DESTRUCTION, MEMORY, AND THE ROLE
OF ARCHIVES IN SAFEGUARDING HISTORY. THE ESSAYS COLLECTIVELY DEMONSTRATE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF WRITTEN RECORDS IN
UNDERSTANDING AND COMMEMORATING THE HOLOCAUST.
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