why 1is that date significant to our
ffa history

why is that date significant to our ffa history is a question that carries
profound meaning for members, educators, and supporters of the National FFA
Organization. Understanding the importance of specific dates in FFA history
provides insight into the development and milestones that have shaped
agricultural education and leadership in the United States. These dates mark
pivotal moments such as the founding of the organization, key legislative
acts, membership expansions, and landmark conventions. Exploring why certain
dates are significant to our FFA history helps to appreciate the legacy and
ongoing impact of FFA on youth development and agricultural advocacy. This
article will delve into the reasons behind these notable dates, their
historical context, and their lasting effects on the FFA community and
agricultural education nationwide. By examining these milestones, one gains a
comprehensive view of how FFA has evolved and continues to inspire future
generations.
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The Founding Date of FFA

The Birth of a National Organization

The founding date of the National FFA Organization on November 20, 1928, is
one of the most significant dates in FFA history. This date marks the
establishment of a formal organization dedicated to agricultural education
and leadership development for students across the United States. The first
National FFA Convention was held in Kansas City, Missouri, bringing together
33 delegates from 18 states who laid the groundwork for what would become a
nationwide movement. This date is celebrated annually as the birth of FFA,
symbolizing the beginning of a structured platform for youth to gain
experience in agriculture and leadership.



Significance of the Founding Date

Why is that date significant to our Ffa history? It represents the official
start of a community that has grown to over 700,000 members today. The
founding date is a cornerstone for remembering the visionaries who recognized
the need for agricultural education and the importance of youth involvement.
It set the stage for the organization's future growth, innovations, and
achievements. The commitment made on that day continues to influence the
educational and leadership opportunities available within FFA chapters
nationwide.

Significant Legislative Dates in FFA History

The Smith-Hughes Act - 1917

While predating the official founding of FFA, the Smith-Hughes National
Vocational Education Act of 1917 was a critical legislative date that paved
the way for the creation of FFA. This act provided federal funding for
vocational education, including agriculture, which enabled agricultural
programs to thrive in schools. Understanding this date is essential because
it established the framework and financial support necessary for agricultural
education, allowing organizations like FFA to emerge and expand.

Public Law 81-740 — 1950

Another significant legislative date is the passage of Public Law 81-740 in
1950, which officially recognized FFA as a federal organization by the United
States Congress. This law provided FFA with national recognition and support,
solidifying its role in agricultural education and youth development. This
date is significant because it elevated FFA’'s status and ensured continued
federal backing, facilitating the organization's growth and influence across
the country.

Important Convention Dates and Their Impact

The First National FFA Convention - 1928

The date of the first National FFA Convention on November 20-22, 1928, is a
landmark in FFA history. This event united delegates from multiple states to
create the constitution and bylaws for the organization. It marked the
beginning of an annual gathering that would become an essential tradition for
networking, leadership development, and recognition of member achievements.



The Move to Indianapolis — 1999

The 1999 National FFA Convention was notable as the event moved from Kansas
City to Indianapolis, Indiana. This date is significant because it marked a
new era for the organization, accommodating a growing membership and
providing modern facilities to support the expanding scope of FFA events and
activities. The move symbolized FFA's adaptability and commitment to
providing members with enhanced opportunities.

Key Membership Milestones

First Female Member - 1969

September 4, 1969, is a date of profound importance in FFA history as it
marks the admission of the first female members into the organization. Prior
to this, FFA was an all-male organization. This change reflected evolving
social attitudes and expanded inclusivity, enriching the organization with
diverse perspectives and talents. The significance of this date lies in its
role in transforming FFA into a more representative and equitable
organization.

One Millionth Member — 1998

The date on which FFA welcomed its one millionth member in 1998 is also a
milestone worth noting. This achievement illustrates the immense growth and
popularity of FFA programs over the decades. It highlights the widespread
impact FFA has had on agricultural education and youth leadership across the
United States.

Dates Marking Changes in FFA Emblem and Motto

Emblem Redesign — 1929 and 1988

The FFA emblem, originally adopted in 1929, features symbols representing the
organization’s core values such as the ear of corn, the rising sun, and the
owl. The emblem underwent a significant update in 1988 to modernize its
appearance while retaining its symbolism. These dates are significant because
they represent FFA’s commitment to tradition and evolution, ensuring the
emblem continues to resonate with members across generations.

Motto Adoption — 1929

Another important date in FFA history is 1929 when the official FFA motto was



adopted: “Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to Serve.”
This motto encapsulates the philosophy behind FFA's mission and has guided
members’ personal and professional development ever since. The adoption date
is significant as it formalized the values that continue to inspire FFA
members nationwide.

Summary of Why Specific Dates Matter in FFA
History

To understand why is that date significant to our FFA history, it is
important to recognize that each key date represents a milestone in the
organization’s growth, inclusivity, and impact. These dates reflect moments
when FFA expanded its reach, enhanced its programs, and reaffirmed its
commitment to agricultural education and leadership development. From the
founding in 1928 to legislative endorsements and membership milestones, these
dates collectively tell the story of an evolving organization dedicated to
empowering youth and advancing agriculture in America.

1. Founding of the National FFA Organization — November 20, 1928
2. Passage of the Smith-Hughes Act - 1917

3. Public Law 81-740 Federal Recognition — 1950

4. First Female Members Admitted — 1969

5. One Millionth Member — 1998

6. National FFA Convention Move to Indianapolis — 1999

7. Emblem Adoption and Redesign — 1929 and 1988

8. Motto Adoption — 1929

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is February 22 significant to our FFA history?

February 22 is significant because it marks the founding date of the National
FFA Organization in 1928.



What makes the date August 30 important in FFA
history?

August 30 is important as it commemorates the signing of the Smith-Hughes Act
in 1917, which provided federal funding for vocational agriculture education,
laying the foundation for FFA.

Why is the date October 20 remembered in FFA
history?

October 20 is remembered for the first National FFA Convention held in Kansas
City in 1928, where the organization was officially established.

What is the significance of April 24 in FFA history?

April 24 is significant because it marks the day when the FFA Creed was first
adopted in 1930, outlining the beliefs and values of the organization.

Why is the date July 1 important to the history of
our FFA?

July 1 is important as it represents the beginning of the FFA membership
year, symbolizing a new cycle of growth and leadership development for
members.

Additional Resources

1. The Founding Day: Origins of the FFA

This book explores the inception of the Future Farmers of America, detailing
the events that led to its establishment on a significant date in FFA
history. It delves into the social, economic, and educational factors that
inspired the creation of this influential organization. Readers gain insight
into the early challenges and triumphs faced by the founding members.

2. November 20, 1928: The Birth of FFA

Focusing specifically on the date November 20, 1928, this book provides a
comprehensive look at the first National FFA Convention held in Kansas City,
Missouri. It examines why this date is celebrated annually and how the
decisions made then shaped the future of agricultural education in America.
The narrative includes firsthand accounts and historical documents from the
founding convention.

3. Milestones in FFA History: Understanding Key Dates

This volume catalogs important dates in FFA history, explaining their
significance and impact on the organization’s growth. The book serves as an
educational resource for members and historians alike, highlighting how each
date contributed to the mission and vision of FFA. It provides context for



commemorations and traditions observed by the organization.

4. The Legacy of FFA’s Founding Date

Examining the cultural and educational legacy of the date FFA was
established, this book discusses how that moment in history continues to
influence agricultural education today. It connects the founding date to
ongoing initiatives and leadership development within the organization. The
author also discusses how the date instills a sense of pride among members
nationwide.

5. FFA’s Historical Turning Point: The Significance of 1928

This book analyzes the year 1928 as a pivotal moment in agricultural
education, with a focus on the formation of FFA. It explains why the
establishment date is a cornerstone for understanding the evolution of
student leadership and agricultural advocacy. The text includes interviews
with historians and FFA alumni reflecting on the organization’s growth.

6. Why That Date Matters: The Story Behind FFA's Founding

Offering a narrative-driven approach, this book tells the story behind the
specific date of FFA’s founding, highlighting the people, places, and
circumstances involved. It emphasizes the historical context that made the
formation of FFA both necessary and transformative. Readers learn about the
symbolism embedded in that date and its ongoing relevance.

7. Commemorating FFA’s Founding: Traditions and Significance

This book explores how the FFA organization commemorates its founding date
through ceremonies, events, and educational programs. It discusses the
origins of these traditions and their role in fostering unity and continuity
among members. The book also highlights how recognizing this date reinforces
FFA's core values and mission.

8. The Day That Changed Agricultural Education Forever

Detailing the specific date that marked the founding of FFA, this book
illustrates how that day transformed agricultural education in the United
States. It provides an analysis of the immediate and long-term impacts on
students, educators, and rural communities. The author uses historical
records to paint a vivid picture of the significance of that moment.

9. From Past to Present: The Enduring Significance of FFA’s Founding Date
This book connects the historical significance of FFA’'s founding date with
its contemporary relevance. It traces how the organization has evolved while
maintaining a strong connection to its origins. The text also discusses how
annual celebrations of the founding date inspire new generations of FFA
members to uphold its legacy.
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