
wildland fire incident management field guide

wildland fire incident management field guide serves as an essential resource for professionals

involved in controlling and managing wildfires. This comprehensive manual offers detailed protocols,

strategic frameworks, and operational procedures tailored for effective incident command and resource

coordination in wildfire scenarios. It encompasses critical aspects such as safety measures,

communication strategies, resource allocation, and tactical decision-making that are indispensable for

field personnel and incident commanders alike. By integrating standardized practices and real-world

experience, the field guide ensures consistency and efficiency in wildfire response efforts. This article

delves into the core components of a wildland fire incident management field guide, highlighting its

structure, key principles, and the practical tools it provides for managing complex wildfire incidents.
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Overview of Wildland Fire Incident Management

Wildland fire incident management involves the organized and systematic approach to controlling and

suppressing wildfires that occur in forested, brush, and grassland areas. Effective management

requires a comprehensive understanding of fire behavior, environmental conditions, and available

firefighting resources. The wildland fire incident management field guide provides a framework that

integrates these elements to facilitate operational readiness and successful incident resolution. It

emphasizes collaboration among federal, state, and local agencies, ensuring a unified response to

wildfires of varying sizes and complexities.

Definition and Importance

Wildland fire incident management refers to the processes and procedures used to direct and support

firefighting operations in natural landscapes. This discipline is critical because wildfires can rapidly

escalate, threatening lives, property, and ecosystems. The field guide underpins these efforts by

offering structured methodologies that help minimize damage and optimize the use of firefighting

assets.

Historical Development

The principles of wildland fire incident management have evolved over decades, shaped by lessons

learned from past wildfire events. Early wildfire responses were often uncoordinated, leading to

inefficiencies and increased risks. The development of standardized guides and incident command

systems has transformed wildfire management into a disciplined and strategic endeavor, improving

safety and effectiveness.

Structure and Components of the Field Guide

The wildland fire incident management field guide is organized into key sections that address different



aspects of wildfire response. It is designed to be user-friendly, enabling rapid access to critical

information during emergency situations. The guide typically includes operational procedures, safety

guidelines, communication protocols, resource management tools, and tactical considerations.

Operational Procedures

These sections outline step-by-step instructions for managing wildfire incidents, including initial attack,

extended attack, and large-scale incident management. Procedures cover mobilization, deployment,

and demobilization of personnel and equipment, ensuring efficient operations throughout the incident

lifecycle.

Safety Guidelines

Safety is paramount in wildland fire operations. The field guide provides comprehensive safety

protocols that address hazard identification, personal protective equipment (PPE) requirements, and

emergency response actions. These guidelines help reduce injuries and fatalities among firefighting

personnel.

Resource Management Tools

The guide offers tools for tracking and allocating resources such as personnel, engines, aircraft, and

supplies. Proper resource management is vital for maintaining operational effectiveness and sustaining

prolonged fire suppression efforts.

Incident Command System in Wildland Fire Management

The Incident Command System (ICS) is a standardized, on-scene, all-hazard incident management

approach. It enables coordinated response among multiple agencies and jurisdictional boundaries. The

wildland fire incident management field guide elaborates on ICS principles tailored specifically for



wildfire incidents.

ICS Structure and Roles

ICS divides incident management into functional sections: Command, Operations, Planning, Logistics,

and Finance/Administration. Each section has designated roles and responsibilities that streamline

decision-making and operational control. Incident commanders lead the overall response, supported by

section chiefs and unit leaders.

Benefits of ICS in Wildland Fires

ICS promotes flexibility, scalability, and clear communication during wildland fire incidents. It facilitates

resource sharing, reduces duplication of efforts, and enhances situational awareness. The field guide

emphasizes ICS training and implementation as foundational to effective wildfire management.

Safety Protocols and Risk Management

Ensuring the safety of personnel and the public is a central focus of the wildland fire incident

management field guide. It incorporates risk management principles to identify, assess, and mitigate

hazards associated with wildfire operations.

Hazard Identification and Assessment

Firefighters must recognize environmental and operational hazards such as extreme weather, unstable

terrain, and fire behavior changes. The field guide provides checklists and assessment tools to

systematically evaluate risks before and during incident activities.



Emergency Response and Evacuation

In the event of unforeseen dangers, the guide outlines emergency procedures including evacuation

routes, communication of emergency alerts, and medical response protocols. These measures aim to

protect lives and reduce incident casualties.

Resource Management and Logistics

Efficient resource management and logistics support are critical for sustaining wildfire suppression

efforts. The field guide details methodologies for acquiring, deploying, and tracking resources across

complex incidents.

Resource Ordering and Tracking

Fire management teams utilize standardized forms and software to request and monitor resources

such as firefighting crews, equipment, and supplies. The guide emphasizes timely ordering and

accurate tracking to prevent shortages or over-allocation.

Logistical Support Services

Logistics encompasses transportation, food services, medical support, and housing for personnel. The

field guide provides best practices for establishing logistics bases and ensuring continuous support

throughout the incident duration.

Communication and Coordination Strategies

Effective communication is indispensable in wildland fire incident management. The field guide outlines

communication protocols and coordination mechanisms that facilitate information sharing among

stakeholders.



Communication Systems and Tools

The guide describes the use of radios, satellite phones, and incident management software to maintain

constant communication. It also addresses interoperability challenges and provides solutions to ensure

seamless connectivity.

Interagency Coordination

Wildland fires often require collaboration among multiple agencies and jurisdictions. The field guide

promotes joint planning, shared situational awareness, and unified command structures to enhance

cooperation and operational coherence.

Tactical Operations and Decision Making

Tactical decisions in wildland fire management directly impact the success of suppression efforts and

the safety of personnel. The field guide offers frameworks and analytical tools to support informed

decision making.

Fire Behavior Analysis

Understanding fire behavior is essential for developing effective tactics. The guide includes

methodologies for analyzing fire spread, intensity, and potential impact areas based on weather, fuel

conditions, and topography.

Tactical Planning and Execution

Strategies such as containment, controlled burns, and fuel breaks are detailed within the guide. It

emphasizes the importance of adaptability and continuous reassessment to respond to evolving fire

conditions effectively.



Use of Technology in Tactical Operations

Modern technologies like GIS mapping, drones, and remote sensing are integrated into tactical

planning. The field guide highlights how these tools improve situational awareness and enhance

operational precision.

Provides standardized protocols for wildfire incident management

Enhances safety and risk mitigation for firefighting personnel

Supports efficient resource allocation and logistical coordination

Facilitates interagency communication and unified command

Incorporates advanced technologies for tactical decision making

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Wildland Fire Incident Management Field

Guide?

The Wildland Fire Incident Management Field Guide serves as a comprehensive reference for incident

commanders and fire personnel, providing standardized procedures, terminology, and best practices

for managing wildland fire incidents effectively.

Who is the primary audience for the Wildland Fire Incident



Management Field Guide?

The primary audience includes wildland fire managers, incident commanders, fireline supervisors, and

other personnel involved in planning, coordinating, and managing wildland fire incidents.

How does the field guide assist with incident command system (ICS)

implementation during wildfires?

The guide outlines ICS roles, responsibilities, organizational structures, and communication protocols,

enabling efficient coordination and resource management during wildfire incidents.

What types of wildland fire incidents are covered in the guide?

The guide addresses a variety of wildland fire incidents, including initial attack, extended attack, large-

scale wildfire events, prescribed burns, and complex multi-jurisdictional fires.

Are there recent updates or editions of the Wildland Fire Incident

Management Field Guide?

Yes, the field guide is periodically updated to reflect new policies, technologies, and lessons learned

from recent wildfire seasons to ensure current best practices are included.

How can wildland firefighters access the Wildland Fire Incident

Management Field Guide?

The guide is typically available through official agencies such as the U.S. Forest Service, National

Interagency Fire Center, or respective fire management organizations, often in digital formats for easy

field access.

What role does the field guide play in training and preparedness for



wildland fire incidents?

It serves as a foundational training tool, helping personnel understand incident management principles,

safety protocols, and operational procedures to enhance readiness and response effectiveness.

Additional Resources

1. Wildland Fire Incident Management Field Guide

This comprehensive guide serves as an essential resource for fire managers, incident commanders,

and firefighters involved in wildland fire operations. It covers critical topics such as fire behavior, safety

protocols, resource management, and incident command system (ICS) procedures. The field guide is

designed to be a practical tool for use in the field, offering clear instructions and quick-reference

charts.

2. Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior

This book provides an in-depth look at the science behind wildland fire behavior, including factors such

as weather, topography, and fuels that influence fire spread and intensity. It is ideal for incident

managers and firefighters seeking to understand the dynamics of wildfires to make informed decisions

during incidents. The text also includes case studies and real-world examples.

3. Incident Command System for Wildland Firefighting

Focused on the Incident Command System (ICS), this guide explains the structure and roles within

ICS tailored specifically for wildland firefighting. It details how to effectively organize resources,

communicate, and coordinate during fire incidents. This resource is invaluable for personnel stepping

into leadership roles during complex wildland fire events.

4. Wildfire Hazard and Risk Assessment Handbook

This handbook outlines methodologies for assessing wildfire hazards and risks in different landscapes.

It assists incident managers in prioritizing mitigation efforts and resource allocation based on risk

levels. The book includes practical tools such as risk matrices and evaluation forms to support

decision-making processes.



5. Fireline Handbook: Safety and Survival in Wildland Fire Operations

A critical resource emphasizing firefighter safety, this handbook covers survival techniques, safety

protocols, and emergency procedures on the fireline. It addresses common hazards encountered in

wildland fire environments and offers strategies to minimize risks. The book also highlights lessons

learned from past incidents to improve safety culture.

6. Managing Wildfire Incidents: Strategies and Tactics

This book explores various strategies and tactics used in managing wildland fire incidents, from initial

attack to large-scale suppression efforts. It provides guidance on resource deployment, containment

techniques, and adaptive management under changing fire conditions. The text includes diagrams and

operational plans that support effective incident management.

7. Wildland Fire Logistics and Resource Management

Focusing on the logistical aspects of wildland fire management, this book covers mobilization,

demobilization, supply chain coordination, and resource tracking. It explains how to handle personnel,

equipment, and support services efficiently during fire incidents. The guide is crucial for logistics chiefs

and support staff involved in incident management teams.

8. Psychological Resilience for Wildland Firefighters

This book addresses the mental health challenges faced by wildland firefighters and incident

management personnel. It offers strategies to build psychological resilience, manage stress, and cope

with the high-pressure environment of fire incidents. The text includes practical exercises and

resources for mental wellness in the field.

9. Wildland Fire Policy and Legal Frameworks

This title provides an overview of the policies, laws, and regulations governing wildland fire

management in different jurisdictions. It helps incident managers understand legal responsibilities,

interagency cooperation, and compliance requirements. The book is essential for those involved in

planning, coordination, and administration of wildfire responses.
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