WILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING

WILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING IS A DISTINGUISHED GRADUATE PROGRAM DESIGNED TO EQUIP STUDENTS WITH ADVANCED
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS IN ACCOUNTING, PREPARING THEM FOR LEADERSHIP ROLES IN THE FINANCIAL AND BUSINESS SECTORS. THIS
ARTICLE EXPLORES THE COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM, ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS, CAREER OPPORTUNITIES, AND UNIQUE FEATURES
OF THE W/ILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM. ASPIRING ACCOUNTANTS AND FINANCE PROFESSIONALS WILL GAIN
INSIGHT INTO HOW THIS PROGRAM FOSTERS EXPERTISE IN AREAS SUCH AS AUDITING, TAXATION, FINANCIAL REPORTING, AND
DATA ANALYTICS. ADDITIONALLY, THE DISCUSSION COVERS THE PROGRAM’S ALIGNMENT WITH CPA EXAM PREPARATION AND
ITS EMPHASIS ON REAL-WORLD APPLICATION THROUGH INTERNSHIPS AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS
PROVIDE AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT WHAT MAKES W/ILLIAM AND MARY’S MS ACCOUNTING DEGREE A COMPETITIVE CHOICE FOR
GRADUATE STUDENTS SEEKING A ROBUST ACCOUNTING EDUCATION.

OVERVIEW OF WILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM

o CURRICULUM AND COURSEWORK

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND APPLICATION PROCESS

CAREER ProsPECTS AND CPA PREPARATION

UNIQUE FEATURES AND STUDENT EXPERIENCE

OVERVIEW OF WILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM

THE WILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE GRADUATE STUDENTS WITH A RIGOROUS
EDUCATION IN ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES. THIS PROGRAM EMPHASIZES BOTH TECHNICAL PROFICIENCY AND
STRATEGIC THINKING, PREPARING STUDENTS TO EXCEL IN VARIOUS ACCOUNTING ROLES ACROSS INDUSTRIES. W/ITH A FOCUS ON
ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING AND ANALYTICAL SKILLS, THE CURRICULUM INTEGRATES CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTING STANDARDS
AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORKS. THE PROGRAM IS IDEAL FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE COMPLETED UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES IN
ACCOUNTING OR RELATED FIELDS AND WISH TO DEEPEN THEIR EXPERTISE OR FULFILL EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION.

ProGRAM OBJECTIVES

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF THE W/ILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM INCLUDE DEVELOPING ADVANCED
ACCOUNTING KNOWLEDGE, ENHANCING CRITICAL THINKING ABILITIES, AND PREPARING STUDENTS FOR CAREERS IN PUBLIC
ACCOUNTING, CORPORATE FINANCE, AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. THE PROGRAM ALSO AIMS TO SUPPORT STUDENTS IN PASSING
THE CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT (CPA) EXAM BY COVERING RELEVANT CONTENT AREAS THOROUGHLY. GRADUATES ARE
EXPECTED TO DEMONSTRATE COMPETENCE IN FINANCIAL REPORTING, AUDITING, TAXATION, AND ACCOUNTING INFORMATION
SYSTEMS.

ProGrRAM DURATION AND FORMAT

THE MS ACCOUNTING DEGREE TYPICALLY SPANS ONE YEAR OF FULL-TIME STUDY, OFFERING AN ACCELERATED PATH TO
GRADUATE EDUCATION. THE PROGRAM IS DELIVERED THROUGH A COMBINATION OF LECTURES, CASE STUDIES, GROUP PROJECTS,
AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES. W/HILE PRIMARILY CAMPUS-BASED, WILLIAM AND MARY MAY PROVIDE SOME HYBRID
OR EVENING CLASSES TO ACCOMMODATE WORKING PROFESSIONALS. THE STRUCTURED TIMELINE ENSURES STUDENTS GAIN
COMPREHENSIVE EXPOSURE TO CORE ACCOUNTING TOPICS WITHIN A CONDENSED TIMEFRAME.



CurrIcULUM AND COURSEWORK

THE COURSEWORK FOR THE WILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM IS CAREFULLY DESIGNED TO COVER ESSENTIAL
ACCOUNTING DISCIPLINES AND EMERGING TRENDS IN THE FIELD. THE CURRICULUM INCLUDES ADVANCED CLASSES IN FINANCIAL
ACCOUNTING, AUDITING, TAXATION, AND ACCOUNTING INFORMATION SYSTEMS, AS WELL AS ELECTIVES THAT ALLOW FOR
SPECIALIZATION. THE PROGRAM ALSO INTEGRATES DATA ANALYTICS AND TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS TO PREPARE STUDENTS
FOR THE EVOLVING DEMANDS OF THE ACCOUNTING PROFESSION.

Core COURSES

CORE COURSES IN THE PROGRAM PROVIDE FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICAL SKILLS NECESSARY FOR ACCOUNTING
PROFESSIONALS. THESE TYPICALLY INCLUDE:

ADVANCED FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING

e AUDITING AND ASSURANCE SERVICES

FEDERAL INCOME TAXATION

o ACCOUNTING INFORMATION SYSTEMS

® MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING AND CoST ANALYSIS

BusiNess Law AND ETHICS

ELECTIVES AND SPECIALIZATIONS

STUDENTS MAY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SELECT ELECTIVES THAT ALIGN WITH THEIR CAREER GOALS, SUCH AS FORENSIC
ACCOUNTING, INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING, OR FINANCIAL STATEMENT ANALYSIS. ELECTIVE COURSES ENHANCE THE PROGRAM’S
FLEXIBILITY AND ALLOW STUDENTS TO TAILOR THEIR STUDIES TO SPECIFIC INTERESTS OR INDUSTRY DEMANDS. ADDITIONALLY,
SOME ELECTIVES FOCUS ON EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES, INCLUDING BLOCKCHAIN AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE APPLICATIONS IN
ACCOUNTING.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND APPLICATION PROCESS

ADMISSION TO THE WILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM IS COMPETITIVE AND BASED ON A HOLISTIC REVIEW OF
EACH APPLICANT’S ACADEMIC BACKGROUND, PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE, AND POTENTIAL FOR SUCCESS. THE PROGRAM SEEKS
CANDIDATES WHO DEMONSTRATE STRONG QUANTITATIVE SKILLS, ANALYTICAL ABILITIES, AND A COMMITMENT TO ETHICAL

PRACTICE IN ACCOUNTING.

ACADEMIC PREREQUISITES

APPLICANTS GENERALLY MUST HOLD A BACHELOR’S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION, PREFERABLY WITH COURSEW ORK
IN ACCOUNTING, FINANCE, OR RELATED BUSINESS DISCIPLINES. PREREQUISITES OFTEN INCLUDE FOUNDATIONAL COURSES IN
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING, MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING, ECONOMICS, AND STATISTICS. CANDIDATES LACKING SOME PREREQUISITES
MAY BE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE ADDITIONAL COURSEWORK PRIOR TO OR DURING THE PROGRAM.



APPLICATION COMPONENTS

THE APPLICATION PROCESS INVOLVES SUBMITTING SEVERAL KEY MATERIALS FOR EVALUATION:

o OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS FROM ALL POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS ATTENDED

GRADUATE MANAGEMENT ADMissIoN TesT (GMAT) or GRADUATE RECORD ExAMINATIONS (GRE) SCORES, IF
REQUIRED

® | ETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FROM ACADEMIC OR PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES
® A STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OUTLINING CAREER GOALS AND MOTIVATION FOR PURSUING THE MS ACCOUNTING DEGREE

® RESUME DETAILING RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE AND ACHIEVEMENTS

ADMISSIONS TIMELINE

APPLICATIONS ARE TYPICALLY ACCEPTED ON A ROLLING BASIS WITH SPECIFIC DEADLINES FOR FALL AND SPRING ENROLLMENT.
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY EARLY TO MAXIMIZE THEIR CHANCES OF ADMISSION AND ACCESS TO
FINANCIAL AID OR SCHOLARSHIPS.

CAREER ProsPecTs AND CPA PREPARATION

THE WILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO ENHANCE GRADUATES’ EMPLOYABILITY AND READINESS FOR
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION. THE CURRICULUM ALIGNS CLOSELY WITH CPA EXAM CONTENT, PROVIDING STUDENTS WITH A
STRONG FOUNDATION TO SUCCEED IN THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS. GRADUATES OFTEN PURSUE CAREERS IN PUBLIC ACCOUNTING
FIRMS, CORPORATE FINANCE DEPARTMENTS, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, AND NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.

CPA ExAM ALIGNMENT

THE PROGRAM’S COURSEWORK COVERS KEY TOPICS TESTED ON THE CPA EXAM, INCLUDING AUDITING, FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING,
TAXATION, AND REGULATION. WILLIAM AND MARY ALSO OFFERS RESOURCES SUCH AS REVIEW SESSIONS, STUDY GROUPS, AND
ACCESS TO CPA EXAM PREPARATION MATERIALS. THIS INTEGRATED APPROACH HELPS STUDENTS MEET THE EDUCATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS AND DEVELOP THE KNOWLEDGE NEEDED TO PASS THE CPA EXAM EFFICIENTLY.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

GRADUATES OF THE MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM HAVE DIVERSE CAREER PATHS AVAILABLE TO THEM. COMMON ROLES INCLUDE:

CerTIFIED PuBLIC AccounTANT (CPA)

e AUDITOR

FINANCIAL ANALYST

Tax CONSULTANT

o MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANT

FORENSIC ACCOUNTANT



o CONTROLLER OR FINANCE MANAGER

THE STRONG REPUTATION OF WILLIAM AND MARY’S BUSINESS SCHOOL FURTHER ENHANCES JOB PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND
NET W ORKING CONNECTIONS WITHIN THE ACCOUNTING PROFESSION.

UNIQUE FEATURES AND STUDENT EXPERIENCE

THE WILLIAM AND MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM OFFERS SEVERAL DISTINCTIVE FEATURES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO A RICH
EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE. THESE INCLUDE ACCESS TO EXPERT FACULTY, EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES, AND A
COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT.

FAcuLTY EXPERTISE

THE PROGRAM IS SUPPORTED BY FACULTY MEMBERS WITH EXTENSIVE ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE IN
ACCOUNTING. INSTRUCTORS BRING INSIGHTS FROM RESEARCH, INDUSTRY PRACTICE, AND REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS, ENSURING
THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE AN EDUCATION THAT IS BOTH CURRENT AND RELEVANT.

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

WILLIAM AND MARY EMPHASIZES PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF ACCOUNTING CONCEPTS THROUGH INTERNSHIPS, CASE
COMPETITIONS, AND CONSULTING PROJECTS. THESE EXPERIENCES ENABLE STUDENTS TO APPLY CLASSROOM KNOWLEDGE TO
REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS, BUILD PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS, AND DEVELOP SKILLS THAT ARE HIGHLY VALUED BY EMPLOYERS.

STUDENT SUPPORT AND RESOURCES

STUDENTS IN THE MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM BENEFIT FROM DEDICATED ACADEMIC ADVISING, CAREER SERVICES, AND ACCESS TO
ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE AND DATABASES. THE PROGRAM FOSTERS A SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY THROUGH STUDENT
ORGANIZATIONS, MENTORING PROGRAMS, AND NET\WORKING EVENTS TAILORED TO ACCOUNTING PROFESSIONALS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE FOCUS OF THE WILLIAM §& MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM?

THE WILLIAM § MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM FOCUSES ON PROVIDING ADVANCED ACCOUNTING KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS,
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR CAREERS IN PUBLIC ACCOUNTING, CORPORATE ACCOUNTING, AND OTHER FINANCE-RELATED FIELDS.

How LONG DOES IT TAKE TO COMPLETE THE WILLIAM ¢ MARY MS ACCOUNTING
PROGRAM?P

THE WILLIAM § MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM TYPICALLY TAKES ONE YEAR OF FULL-TIME STUDY TO COMPLETE.

Is THE WILLIAM § MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM CPA ELIGIBLE?

YES, THE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO MEET THE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CPA LICENSURE IN MOST STATES.



W/HAT ARE THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE W/ILLIAM § MARY MS ACCOUNTING
PROGRAM?

APPLICANTS NEED A BACHELOR'S DEGREE, PREFERABLY WITH SOME ACCOUNTING BACKGROUND, GMAT orR GRE SCORES,
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION, A RESUME, AND A PERSONAL STATEMENT.

Does WILLIAM § MARY OFFER CAREER SUPPORT FOR MS ACCOUNTING STUDENTS?

YES, THE PROGRAM PROVIDES CAREER SERVICES INCLUDING NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES, INTERNSHIP PLACEMENTS, RESUME
\WORKSHOPS, AND INTERVIEWW PREPARATION.

WHAT IS THE CLASS SIZE FOR THE WILLIAM §§ MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM?

THE PROGRAM MAINTAINS A SMALL CLASS SIZE TO ENSURE PERSONALIZED ATTENTION, TYPICALLY AROUND 30 710 40
STUDENTS PER COHORT.

ARE THERE INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE DURING THE MS ACCOUNTING
PROGRAM AT WILLIAM § MARY?

YES, THE PROGRAM ENCOURAGES AND FACILITATES INTERNSHIPS WITH LOCAL AND NATIONAL ACCOUNTING FIRMS AND
CORPORATIONS.

WHAT IS THE TUITION COST FOR THE W/ILLIAM § MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM?

TUITION VARIES BY YEAR, BUT AS OF RECENT DATA, IT IS APPROXIMATELY $40,000 FOR THE ENTIRE PROGRAM; PROSPECTIVE
STUDENTS SHOULD CHECK THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. ACCoUNTING PrinciPLES: A WILLIAM § MARY PERSPECTIVE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE INTRODUCTION TO ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES TAILORED FOR W/ILLIAM § MARY MS
ACCOUNTING STUDENTS. |T COVERS FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS SUCH AS FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, TRANSACTION ANALYSIS, AND
THE ACCOUNTING CYCLE. THE TEXT INTEGRATES REAL-WORLD EXAMPLES AND CASE STUDIES RELEVANT TO THE ACADEMIC
ENVIRONMENT AT WILLIAM § MARY, HELPING STUDENTS BRIDGE THEORY AND PRACTICE.

2. ADVANCED FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ANALYSIS

DESIGNED FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS IN ACCOUNTING, THIS BOOK DELVES INTO COMPLEX FINANCIAL REPORTING TOPICS INCLUDING
CONSOLIDATIONS, FOREIGN CURRENCY TRANSACTIONS, AND SEGMENT REPORTING. |T EMPHASIZES ANALYTICAL TECHNIQUES USED
IN THE WILLIAM § MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM TO INTERPRET FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CRITICALLY. THE BOOK ALSO
INCLUDES EXERCISES THAT SIMULATE REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS FACED BY ACCOUNTING PROFESSIONALS.

3. MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING FOR DECISION MAKING

FOCUSING ON INTERNAL BUSINESS PROCESSES, THIS BOOK EQUIPS W/ILLIAM § MARY STUDENTS WITH TOOLS TO SUPPORT
STRATEGIC DECISION-MAKING. T OPICS INCLUDE COST BEHAVIOR, BUDGETING, AND PERFORMANCE EVALUATION. THE TEXT
HIGHLIGHTS CASE STUDIES FROM INDUSTRIES RELEVANT TO THE VIRGINIA REGION, ENHANCING STUDENTS’ PRACTICAL
UNDERSTANDING OF MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING.

4. TAXATION THEORY AND PRACTICE

THIS BOOK ADDRESSES FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL TAXATION PRINCIPLES, TAILORED FOR MS ACCOUNTING STUDENTS AT
WILLIAM § MARY. |T COVERS INDIVIDUAL AND CORPORATE TAX PLANNING, COMPLIANCE, AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS. THE
TEXT INTEGRATES CURRENT TAX LAWS AND RECENT CHANGES, PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE FAST-EVOLVING TAX LANDSCAPE.

5. AupITING: CONCEPTS AND APPLICATIONS
A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO AUDITING STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES, THIS BOOK IS ESSENTIAL FOR WILLIAM & MARY MS
ACCOUNTING STUDENTS PREPARING FOR THE CPA EXAMS. |T DISCUSSES RISK ASSESSMENT, INTERNAL CONTROLS, AND AUDIT



EVIDENCE IN DETAIL. THE BOOK ALSO PROVIDES EXAMPLES OF AUDIT REPORTS AND HIGHLIGHTS EMERGING ISSUES IN AUDITING
TECHNOLOGY.

6. ACCOUNTING INFORMATION SYSTEMS

THIS TITLE EXPLORES THE INTERSECTION OF ACCOUNTING AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, A CRITICAL AREA IN THE W/ILLIAM €
MARY MS ACCOUNTING CURRICULUM. STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT SYSTEM DESIGN, DATA MANAGEMENT, AND CYBERSECURITY
RISKS IN ACCOUNTING ENVIRONMENTS. THE BOOK INCLUDES HANDS-ON PROJECTS USING POPULAR ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE TO
ENHANCE PRACTICAL SKILLS.

7. ETHICS IN ACCOUNTING: THEORY AND PRACTICE

ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING IS A CORNERSTONE OF THE W/ILLIAM § MARY MS ACCOUNTING PROGRAM, AND THIS BOOK
THOROUGHLY EXAMINES ETHICAL ISSUES IN ACCOUNTING. |T COVERS PROFESSIONAL CODES OF CONDUCT, FRAUD PREVENTION,
AND CORPORATE GOVERNANCE. THROUGH CASE STUDIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS, STUDENTS ENGAGE WITH REAL ETHICAL
DILEMMAS FACED BY ACCOUNTANTS.

8. FINANCIAL STATEMENT ANALYSIS AND VALUATION

THIS BOOK TEACHES MS ACCOUNTING STUDENTS AT WILLIAM § MARY HOW TO ANALYZE AND VALUE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
TO INFORM INVESTMENT AND CREDIT DECISIONS. |T INCLUDES TECHNIQUES SUCH AS RATIO ANALYSIS, CASH FLOW ANALYSIS,
AND FORECASTING. THE TEXT IS ENRICHED WITH EXAMPLES FROM VARIOUS INDUSTRIES, ENHANCING STUDENTS” ANALYTICAL
CAPABILITIES.

Q. RESEARCH METHODS IN ACCOUNTING
FOCUSING ON RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY, THIS BOOK PREPARES W ILLIAM § MARY MS ACCOUNTING STUDENTS TO
CONDUCT RIGOROUS ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH. T OPICS INCLUDE QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE METHODS,

DATA COLLECTION, AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES CRITICAL THINKING AND THE APPLICATION OF
RESEARCH FINDINGS TO ACCOUNTING PRACTICE.
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