
william and mary political science
william and mary political science is a distinguished program that offers
students a rigorous and comprehensive education in political theory,
international relations, public policy, and comparative politics. Known for
its interdisciplinary approach and commitment to fostering critical thinking,
the William and Mary Political Science department prepares students to
understand the complexities of government systems and political behavior.
This article explores the various facets of the William and Mary Political
Science program, including its academic offerings, faculty expertise,
research opportunities, and career pathways. By examining the curriculum
structure and unique resources available, prospective students and scholars
can gain insight into what sets this program apart. The discussion also
highlights how William and Mary’s political science department integrates
practical experiences with scholarly knowledge to cultivate future leaders.
Below is the detailed table of contents outlining the key areas covered in
this article.
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Overview of William and Mary Political Science
Program
The William and Mary Political Science program is recognized for its
commitment to academic excellence and intellectual rigor. As one of the
oldest universities in the United States, William and Mary offers a rich
tradition of political inquiry combined with modern approaches to the study
of politics. The program covers a broad spectrum of political science
subfields including American politics, comparative politics, international
relations, political theory, and public law. It is designed to equip students
with analytical skills, theoretical knowledge, and empirical methods
necessary for understanding political phenomena at multiple levels.



Program Mission and Goals
The core mission of the William and Mary political science department is to
foster an environment where students develop a deep understanding of
political structures, processes, and ideas. The program emphasizes critical
analysis, ethical considerations, and the application of political science to
real-world challenges. Its goals include preparing students for advanced
studies, public service careers, and roles in policy-making, advocacy, and
research.

Department Facilities and Resources
Students benefit from access to a variety of academic resources including a
comprehensive political science library collection, research centers, and
specialized databases. The department frequently hosts lectures, seminars,
and conferences featuring prominent scholars and political practitioners,
enhancing the educational experience.

Academic Curriculum and Specializations
The William and Mary political science curriculum is structured to provide
both foundational knowledge and opportunities for specialization. The program
offers a range of courses that cover theoretical frameworks, quantitative
methods, and case studies in politics. Students can tailor their studies to
align with their interests and career goals through various specializations
and elective courses.

Core Courses and Requirements
All political science majors at William and Mary complete a set of core
courses designed to establish a strong grounding in political science
principles. These typically include:

Introduction to Political Science

American Government and Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods and Statistics

These courses emphasize critical thinking, writing, and empirical analysis



skills that are essential for political science scholarship.

Specialization Tracks
William and Mary political science students can choose from various
specialization tracks or concentrations that allow deeper exploration in
areas such as:

International Politics and Security

Public Policy and Administration

Political Theory and Philosophy

Comparative Politics and Global Development

Law and Politics

Each track offers advanced coursework and research opportunities tailored to
the specific subfield.

Faculty Expertise and Research Initiatives
The strength of the William and Mary political science program is
significantly enhanced by its distinguished faculty members. Professors bring
diverse expertise covering a wide array of political science disciplines and
actively engage in scholarly research, often publishing in top-tier journals.

Faculty Research Areas
Faculty members specialize in numerous research areas including but not
limited to:

Electoral behavior and political participation

International conflict and cooperation

Constitutional law and judicial politics

Political economy and development

Political philosophy and ethics

Many faculty also collaborate on interdisciplinary projects that intersect
with history, economics, law, and sociology.



Research Centers and Opportunities
William and Mary political science students have the opportunity to engage in
research through centers such as the Global Research Institute and the Center
for the Study of Democracy. These centers provide funding, mentorship, and
platforms for students to present their findings. Undergraduate research is
particularly encouraged, with options to participate in honors theses and
faculty-led projects.

Student Opportunities and Extracurricular
Activities
Beyond classroom instruction, the William and Mary political science program
offers numerous extracurricular activities designed to complement academic
learning. These opportunities help students develop practical skills, network
with professionals, and engage in civic leadership.

Student Organizations and Clubs
Political science students can join several organizations including:

Model United Nations Club

Political Science Student Association

Debate Team

Pre-Law Society

Public Policy Interest Groups

These groups organize events, debates, and social activities that enhance
students’ understanding of political issues and foster community involvement.

Internships and Practical Experience
The program encourages internships with government agencies, non-profits,
political campaigns, and international organizations. These experiences
provide hands-on exposure to political processes and policymaking, often
serving as a springboard for future employment or graduate studies.



Career Prospects and Alumni Success
Graduates of the William and Mary political science program are well-prepared
for a diverse range of careers in public service, law, academia,
international affairs, and private sector roles. The program’s comprehensive
education equips students with analytical, communication, and leadership
skills highly valued by employers.

Common Career Paths
William and Mary political science alumni pursue careers such as:

Policy Analysts and Advisors

Legislative Assistants and Political Consultants

Lawyers and Legal Analysts

Diplomats and International Relations Specialists

Journalists and Political Commentators

Nonprofit and Advocacy Organization Leaders

Alumni Network and Support
The university maintains an active alumni network that offers mentoring,
networking events, and job placement assistance for political science
graduates. This support system helps students transition successfully from
academic life to professional careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What political science programs are offered at
William & Mary?
William & Mary offers undergraduate and graduate programs in political
science, including a Bachelor of Arts in Government, with concentrations in
American politics, comparative politics, international relations, and
political theory.



How is the William & Mary political science
department ranked nationally?
William & Mary’s political science department is consistently ranked among
the top public universities in the United States for political science, known
for its strong faculty and rigorous curriculum.

What research opportunities are available for
political science students at William & Mary?
Political science students at William & Mary have access to research
assistantships, faculty-led projects, and the option to complete an honors
thesis, allowing them to engage in original research within various
subfields.

Does William & Mary offer internships related to
political science?
Yes, William & Mary provides numerous internship opportunities for political
science students in government agencies, non-profits, and political
organizations, often facilitated through the Center for Student Diversity and
the Career Center.

Who are some notable political science faculty
members at William & Mary?
William & Mary’s political science faculty includes renowned scholars
specializing in areas such as American politics, comparative politics,
international relations, and political theory, contributing extensively to
academic research and public discourse.

What career paths do William & Mary political
science graduates typically pursue?
Graduates often pursue careers in law, public policy, government service,
international organizations, academia, and political consulting, benefiting
from the department’s strong emphasis on analytical and communication skills.

Are there any student organizations related to
political science at William & Mary?
Yes, William & Mary hosts several student organizations such as the Political
Science Club, Model United Nations, and College Democrats and Republicans,
which provide forums for political engagement and professional development.



How does William & Mary’s political science
curriculum integrate experiential learning?
The curriculum incorporates experiential learning through internships, study
abroad programs, simulation exercises, and community-based projects, enabling
students to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world political challenges.

Additional Resources
1. Politics at William & Mary: A Historical Overview
This book offers a comprehensive history of political science at the College
of William & Mary. It traces the development of the department, influential
faculty members, and the evolution of political thought on campus. Readers
gain insight into how the institution shaped political discourse in Virginia
and beyond.

2. The Colonial Roots of American Politics: Insights from William & Mary
Exploring the political ideas that emerged during the colonial era, this book
connects the intellectual heritage of William & Mary to early American
political institutions. It highlights the contributions of key figures
associated with the college and analyzes their impact on the founding
principles of the United States.

3. William & Mary and the Study of Political Philosophy
Focusing on the curriculum and scholarship in political philosophy at William
& Mary, this volume examines how classical and contemporary theories have
been taught and interpreted. It includes essays on notable professors and
their influence on students who went on to become prominent political
thinkers.

4. Democracy and Governance: Research from William & Mary's Political Science
Department
This collection presents cutting-edge research produced by faculty and
graduate students at William & Mary. Covering topics such as democratic
theory, governance structures, and public policy, the book showcases the
department’s contributions to contemporary political science debates.

5. Virginia Politics and William & Mary: A Symbiotic Relationship
This book analyzes the close ties between Virginia’s political landscape and
the College of William & Mary. It discusses how the college has served as
both a training ground for politicians and a center for political research,
influencing state and local governance.

6. Political Campaigns and Elections: Case Studies from William & Mary
Examining local, state, and national campaigns, this text uses case studies
developed at William & Mary to explore electoral strategies and voter
behavior. It provides practical insights for students and scholars interested
in the mechanics of political competition.



7. International Relations and Global Politics: William & Mary Perspectives
This book presents a series of essays on international relations theory and
practice authored by William & Mary faculty. Topics include diplomacy,
conflict resolution, and global governance, reflecting the department’s
engagement with worldwide political issues.

8. Political Science Pedagogy at William & Mary: Innovations and Approaches
Focusing on teaching methods and curriculum design, this book highlights
innovative approaches developed at William & Mary to educate future political
scientists. It discusses experiential learning, interdisciplinary courses,
and the use of technology in the classroom.

9. Women in Politics: Contributions from William & Mary Scholars
This volume celebrates the research and achievements of female political
scientists associated with William & Mary. It examines gender and politics,
women’s political participation, and leadership, emphasizing the department’s
commitment to diversity and inclusion in political science.
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