
william leavitt a modern method for guitar
william leavitt a modern method for guitar is a cornerstone instructional resource for guitar
players seeking to develop comprehensive skills in contemporary guitar playing. Widely regarded as
one of the most influential guitar method books, it offers a systematic approach to mastering the
instrument, combining theoretical knowledge with practical exercises. This method is particularly
valued in the jazz and popular music communities for its clear explanations and progressive
structure. The book covers essential topics such as chord voicings, scales, improvisation techniques,
and rhythm studies, making it an indispensable guide for both beginners and advanced players. This
article will explore the background of William Leavitt and his method, the core content of the book,
its teaching philosophy, and its lasting impact on guitar education. Readers will gain insight into
why "William Leavitt A Modern Method for Guitar" remains a relevant and effective tool for
guitarists around the world.

About William Leavitt and His Contribution

Overview of A Modern Method for Guitar

Core Components of the Method

Teaching Philosophy and Approach

Practical Applications and Benefits

Legacy and Influence in Guitar Education

About William Leavitt and His Contribution
William Leavitt was a renowned guitarist and educator whose work significantly shaped modern
guitar pedagogy. As a faculty member at the prestigious Berklee College of Music, Leavitt developed
a methodical approach to guitar instruction that addressed the needs of contemporary musicians.
His passion for teaching and deep understanding of music theory allowed him to create resources
that bridged the gap between technical proficiency and musical expression. Leavitt's contributions
extend beyond his instructional books; he influenced countless students who went on to become
professional musicians, educators, and composers. The clarity and thoroughness of his teaching
materials have solidified his reputation as a pivotal figure in guitar education.

Overview of A Modern Method for Guitar
"A Modern Method for Guitar" is a multi-volume instructional series designed to provide a
structured learning path for guitarists. The method is divided into progressive levels, each focusing
on different aspects of guitar playing, from fundamental skills to advanced techniques. It emphasizes
the integration of theory and practice, encouraging students to develop both technical ability and
musical understanding. The books include exercises, examples, and etudes that cover chord



construction, scale patterns, sight-reading, and improvisation. This comprehensive approach ensures
that learners acquire a well-rounded skill set applicable to various musical styles, particularly jazz
and contemporary genres.

Core Components of the Method
The content of "William Leavitt A Modern Method for Guitar" is organized around several key
components that form the foundation of effective guitar playing. Each component is meticulously
addressed to facilitate gradual skill development.

Chord Voicings and Harmony
One of the primary focuses of the method is chord voicings, teaching students how to construct and
play chords in different positions and inversions. Understanding harmony is crucial, and the method
provides detailed explanations of chord structures, extensions, and alterations.

Scales and Modes
The method introduces various scales and modes, essential for melodic development and
improvisation. Students learn major, minor, pentatonic, and modal scales, with exercises designed to
improve finger dexterity and scale fluency.

Improvisation Techniques
Improvisation is a key aspect of modern guitar playing, especially in jazz. Leavitt's method offers
strategies for creating melodic lines, incorporating chord tones and passing notes, and developing
phrasing skills.

Rhythm and Timing
Rhythmic precision and timing are emphasized through a variety of exercises that improve sight-
reading and the ability to play in different meters and grooves. These skills are vital for ensemble
playing and solo performance alike.

Chord Voicing Exercises

Scale Patterns and Drills

Improvisation Etudes

Rhythmic Sight-Reading

Music Theory Integration



Teaching Philosophy and Approach
William Leavitt’s teaching philosophy centers on a balanced integration of theory, technique, and
musicality. The method encourages active learning through systematic practice and gradual
progression. It avoids rote memorization, instead promoting understanding of the underlying
musical concepts. This approach empowers students to apply their knowledge creatively in various
musical contexts. The method’s clarity and logical sequencing make it accessible to learners of
different backgrounds and skill levels. Instruction is designed to build confidence and independence,
fostering musicianship that extends beyond the exercises themselves.

Practical Applications and Benefits
The practical benefits of "William Leavitt A Modern Method for Guitar" are evident in its widespread
adoption by music schools, private instructors, and self-taught guitarists. It prepares students for
real-world musicianship by focusing on versatility and adaptability. The method’s exercises develop
technical skills that enhance speed, accuracy, and coordination. Its theoretical components provide a
solid foundation for understanding music structure and composition. Additionally, the improvisation
techniques cultivate creativity and expression, essential for jazz and contemporary guitar styles.
Many players have credited the method with improving their sight-reading abilities, enabling them
to perform confidently in ensemble settings.

Legacy and Influence in Guitar Education
The legacy of William Leavitt and his modern method for guitar is profound and enduring. His
instructional series remains a staple in guitar curricula globally, influencing generations of
guitarists. The method’s comprehensive nature and pedagogical effectiveness have set a benchmark
for guitar education. Many contemporary guitar method books and courses draw inspiration from
Leavitt’s approach, underscoring its lasting impact. Institutions such as Berklee College of Music
continue to utilize his materials, ensuring that his teaching philosophy and techniques reach new
students. His work has played a vital role in elevating the standard of guitar instruction and
expanding the possibilities for guitarists in modern music.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is William Leavitt in the context of guitar education?
William Leavitt was a renowned guitarist and educator known for his influential guitar method
books, particularly 'A Modern Method for Guitar,' which has been widely used by guitar students
and teachers.

What is 'A Modern Method for Guitar' by William Leavitt?
'A Modern Method for Guitar' is a comprehensive guitar instruction book series by William Leavitt
that covers fundamental techniques, music reading, theory, and improvisation, aimed at helping
guitarists develop a well-rounded skill set.



Why is William Leavitt's method considered important for
guitar players?
Leavitt's method is important because it systematically teaches guitar fundamentals, combining
technical exercises with music theory and practical application, making it a staple in many music
schools and conservatories.

How many volumes are there in William Leavitt's 'A Modern
Method for Guitar'?
The original 'A Modern Method for Guitar' consists of three volumes, each progressively covering
more advanced material suitable for beginner to intermediate guitarists.

Is 'A Modern Method for Guitar' suitable for self-study?
Yes, 'A Modern Method for Guitar' is designed to be accessible for self-study, with clear explanations
and exercises, though many students benefit from supplementing it with a teacher's guidance.

What musical styles does Leavitt's method focus on?
While primarily rooted in jazz and contemporary music, Leavitt's method covers a broad range of
styles, emphasizing versatility and foundational skills applicable to many genres.

How does 'A Modern Method for Guitar' address music theory?
The method integrates music theory with practical guitar playing, teaching scales, chord
construction, harmony, and improvisation concepts alongside technique.

Can beginners benefit from William Leavitt's guitar method?
Yes, the first volume of the method is tailored for beginners, starting with basic reading skills and
gradually introducing more complex concepts.

Where can one purchase or access 'A Modern Method for
Guitar' by William Leavitt?
The method books are available through major music retailers, online stores, and sometimes through
music schools or libraries.

Are there modern alternatives or supplements to William
Leavitt's method?
Yes, while Leavitt's method remains a classic, there are many modern guitar instructional books and
online courses that supplement or build upon its foundations, often incorporating updated teaching
techniques and multimedia resources.



Additional Resources
1. William Leavitt's A Modern Method for Guitar, Volume 1
This foundational book introduces classical guitar techniques through systematic exercises and
musical pieces. It is designed for beginners and intermediate players, focusing on reading standard
notation and developing finger independence. The method emphasizes musicality alongside
technical proficiency, making it a staple for guitar students.

2. A Modern Method for Guitar, Volume 2 by William Leavitt
Continuing from Volume 1, this book delves deeper into advanced guitar techniques, complex
rhythms, and expanded musical forms. It incorporates more challenging etudes and introduces new
harmonic concepts to enhance the player's versatility. The volume is ideal for those looking to
solidify their skills and prepare for professional playing.

3. William Leavitt’s A Modern Method for Guitar: Supplementary Exercises
This companion book offers additional exercises and practice routines designed to complement the
main volumes. It focuses on finger strength, speed, and articulation to help students overcome
technical hurdles. The supplementary material is perfect for guitarists seeking targeted skill
improvement.

4. The Complete William Leavitt Guitar Method: A Comprehensive Guide
This compiled edition brings together all volumes and supplementary materials of Leavitt’s guitar
method in one convenient resource. It includes detailed explanations, progressive exercises, and
musical examples covering a wide range of styles. The comprehensive guide is suitable for self-study
or classroom use.

5. Jazz Guitar Techniques Inspired by William Leavitt’s Method
This book adapts Leavitt’s classical guitar principles to jazz guitar playing, focusing on chord
voicings, improvisation, and rhythm. It bridges classical technique with contemporary jazz styles,
making it useful for guitarists transitioning between genres. The exercises promote fluidity and
creativity on the fretboard.

6. William Leavitt’s A Modern Method for Guitar: Sight Reading and Ear Training
Designed to enhance musicianship, this book emphasizes sight-reading skills and ear training
exercises aligned with Leavitt’s method. It offers drills that develop pitch recognition, rhythmic
accuracy, and musical memory. These skills are essential for any guitarist aiming to perform
confidently in diverse musical settings.

7. Fingerstyle Guitar Mastery with William Leavitt’s Method
Focusing on fingerstyle techniques, this book expands on Leavitt’s approach by incorporating
exercises that develop finger independence and dynamic control. It covers various fingerpicking
patterns and arrangements suitable for classical and contemporary fingerstyle guitarists. The
method encourages expressive playing and technical precision.

8. William Leavitt’s Modern Guitar Method for Jazz and Popular Music
This adaptation tailors Leavitt’s exercises to the demands of jazz and popular music genres,
emphasizing chord melody, comping, and soloing techniques. It provides practical applications of
theory and method exercises in modern musical contexts. Guitarists will find it helpful for both
performance and improvisation skills.

9. Advanced Techniques in William Leavitt’s A Modern Method for Guitar



Targeting advanced players, this book explores complex techniques such as extended chords,
alternate tunings, and intricate rhythmic patterns based on Leavitt’s method. It challenges guitarists
to expand their technical and theoretical boundaries. The book is an excellent resource for serious
students aiming for professional-level mastery.
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