
windows terminal cheat sheet

windows terminal cheat sheet offers a concise and essential guide for users looking to maximize their

efficiency and productivity while navigating the Windows Terminal environment. This powerful tool

integrates multiple command-line shells such as PowerShell, Command Prompt, and Windows

Subsystem for Linux (WSL) in a single interface. Mastering the Windows Terminal requires familiarity

with its keyboard shortcuts, customization options, and command execution techniques. This cheat

sheet covers fundamental commands, navigation tips, and configuration tricks to streamline your

workflow. Whether you are a developer, system administrator, or casual user, understanding these

commands will significantly enhance your terminal experience. The sections below provide a structured

overview of keyboard shortcuts, customization methods, and session management essentials for

Windows Terminal.

Essential Keyboard Shortcuts

Customization and Configuration

Session and Tab Management

Command Execution and Navigation

Advanced Features and Tips

Essential Keyboard Shortcuts

Keyboard shortcuts in Windows Terminal are designed to improve navigation speed and command

execution efficiency. Knowing these shortcuts reduces reliance on the mouse and enables users to



perform tasks quickly. The Windows Terminal cheat sheet highlights the most commonly used key

combinations for opening new tabs, switching panes, and copying or pasting text.

General Shortcuts

Windows Terminal supports a variety of general shortcuts that apply across all profiles and shells.

These shortcuts facilitate quick access to new terminals, closing tabs, and toggling full screen mode.

Ctrl + Shift + T: Open a new tab

Ctrl + Shift + W: Close the current tab

Ctrl + Shift + P: Open the command palette

Alt + Enter: Toggle full screen mode

Ctrl + Shift + [+]: Zoom in (increase font size)

Ctrl + [-]: Zoom out (decrease font size)

Navigation Shortcuts

Efficiently navigating between tabs and panes is crucial for multitasking within Windows Terminal. The

following shortcuts enable users to move focus between different areas of the terminal interface.

Ctrl + Tab: Move to the next tab

Ctrl + Shift + Tab: Move to the previous tab



Alt + Shift + Arrow Keys: Move focus between panes

Ctrl + Shift + D: Duplicate current tab

Customization and Configuration

Windows Terminal offers extensive customization options to tailor the user experience. From modifying

themes to configuring keybindings, customization enhances usability and visual appeal. The Windows

Terminal cheat sheet includes guidance on accessing and editing the settings file, which controls the

terminal’s behavior and appearance.

Settings and Profiles

The settings file in Windows Terminal is a JSON document that allows detailed customization of

profiles, appearance, and keybindings. Each profile represents a shell or environment configuration.

Access settings via Ctrl + , or through the dropdown menu

Edit profiles to specify command line executables, icons, and starting directories

Customize color schemes and background images by defining them in the schemes section

Keybindings Customization

Users can redefine or add new keyboard shortcuts by modifying the keybindings array in the settings

file. This enables personalized control over terminal functions and workflow optimization.



Map commonly used commands to simpler shortcuts

Use JSON syntax to add or override existing keybindings

Example: Assign Ctrl + Alt + N to open a new tab with a specific profile

Session and Tab Management

Managing multiple sessions and tabs efficiently is essential for users who work with various shells and

projects simultaneously. Windows Terminal provides features to organize and control these sessions

effectively.

Opening and Closing Tabs

Opening multiple tabs allows simultaneous access to different shells or projects. Closing tabs helps

maintain a clean workspace.

Open new tab: Ctrl + Shift + T

Close active tab: Ctrl + Shift + W

Reopen last closed tab: Ctrl + Shift + T (if supported)

Splitting Panes

Windows Terminal supports pane splitting, enabling users to divide the terminal window into multiple

resizable sections. This facilitates multitasking within a single tab.



Split pane vertically: Alt + Shift + +

Split pane horizontally: Alt + Shift + -

Resize panes using Alt + Shift + Arrow Keys

Command Execution and Navigation

Executing commands efficiently and navigating through command history or output is a core aspect of

terminal use. The Windows Terminal cheat sheet covers essential command-line techniques and

shortcuts that improve command input and output management.

Copying and Pasting

Copying and pasting text within the terminal is streamlined through keyboard shortcuts, enhancing

productivity by reducing manual selection and mouse use.

Copy selected text: Ctrl + Shift + C

Paste from clipboard: Ctrl + Shift + V

Select all text: Ctrl + Shift + A

Command History Navigation

Quickly accessing previous commands helps avoid repetitive typing and accelerates workflow.



Cycle through previous commands: Up Arrow

Cycle through next commands: Down Arrow

Search command history: Use shell-specific features (e.g., Ctrl + R in PowerShell or Bash)

Advanced Features and Tips

Beyond basic usage, Windows Terminal offers advanced functionalities that boost efficiency and

customization. These include integration with WSL, command palette usage, and background

customization.

Using the Command Palette

The command palette provides a quick interface for accessing commands and settings without

memorizing shortcuts.

Open command palette: Ctrl + Shift + P

Search and execute commands directly

Access settings, change themes, and manage tabs from one place

Integration with Windows Subsystem for Linux (WSL)

Windows Terminal seamlessly integrates with WSL distributions, enabling users to run Linux

environments alongside Windows shells.



Launch WSL distributions via profile selection

Use WSL commands and tools natively within Windows Terminal

Customize WSL profiles with unique color schemes and icons

Background and Appearance Customization

Users can enhance the visual experience of Windows Terminal by customizing backgrounds and

themes.

Set background images or acrylic transparency effects

Choose from predefined color schemes or create custom palettes

Modify font styles and sizes for better readability

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic keyboard shortcuts for Windows Terminal?

Some basic Windows Terminal shortcuts include: Ctrl+Shift+T to open a new tab, Ctrl+Shift+W to

close the current tab, Ctrl+Tab to switch to the next tab, Ctrl+Shift+P to open the command palette,

and Ctrl+Plus/Minus to zoom in or out.



How can I customize the Windows Terminal appearance using a cheat

sheet?

Using a Windows Terminal cheat sheet, you can quickly reference commands to customize settings

like color schemes, font size, background opacity, and key bindings by editing the settings.json file or

using the command palette.

What command is used to split panes in Windows Terminal?

In Windows Terminal, you can split panes using keyboard shortcuts: Alt+Shift+D to split the current

pane vertically, and Alt+Shift+Minus (-) to split it horizontally.

How do I open Windows Terminal as an administrator using a

shortcut?

There isn't a direct keyboard shortcut inside Windows Terminal to run as administrator, but you can

press Windows key, type 'Windows Terminal', then press Ctrl+Shift+Enter to launch it with

administrator privileges.

Where can I find a comprehensive Windows Terminal cheat sheet?

Comprehensive Windows Terminal cheat sheets are available on sites like GitHub, Microsoft Docs,

and community blogs. They include commands, shortcuts, configuration tips, and customization

options.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Windows Terminal: A Comprehensive Cheat Sheet

This book serves as an essential guide for both beginners and advanced users looking to harness the

full potential of Windows Terminal. It provides a detailed cheat sheet covering commands, shortcuts,

and customization tips. Readers will learn how to streamline their workflow and improve productivity by



mastering the terminal interface.

2. Windows Terminal Essentials: Commands, Tips, and Tricks

Focused on practical usage, this book offers a concise cheat sheet for the most commonly used

Windows Terminal commands. It includes troubleshooting advice and tips for customizing the terminal

environment. Ideal for developers and system administrators who want quick access to essential

terminal knowledge.

3. The Windows Terminal Handbook: Quick Reference and Cheat Sheet

Designed as a quick reference guide, this handbook compiles the most useful Windows Terminal

commands and features in an easy-to-navigate format. It helps users quickly find solutions and

commands without sifting through lengthy manuals. The book also covers profile management and

integration with other tools.

4. Windows Terminal Power User’s Cheat Sheet

This book targets power users who want to unlock advanced features of Windows Terminal. It offers a

curated cheat sheet of commands, key bindings, and configuration options to customize the terminal

experience. Readers will gain insights into scripting and automation using the terminal.

5. Windows Terminal and Command Line: A Practical Cheat Sheet

Combining Windows Terminal with traditional command-line knowledge, this book provides a practical

cheat sheet for everyday tasks. It covers command syntax, environment variables, and session

management. The book is perfect for users transitioning from other terminals or command prompts.

6. Ultimate Windows Terminal Cheat Sheet for Developers

Tailored specifically for developers, this book focuses on commands and configurations that enhance

coding efficiency within Windows Terminal. It includes tips on integrating Git, SSH, and other

developer tools. The cheat sheet format allows for quick referencing during development work.

7. Windows Terminal Customization and Productivity Cheat Sheet

This book explores various customization options available in Windows Terminal to boost productivity.



It features a cheat sheet of themes, color schemes, and layout configurations. Readers will learn how

to create a personalized terminal environment suited to their workflow.

8. Windows Terminal Command Line Cheat Sheet for IT Professionals

Designed for IT professionals, this cheat sheet book covers essential commands for system

administration and automation within Windows Terminal. It includes advanced command usage,

scripting examples, and security tips. The guide helps IT staff manage systems more efficiently.

9. Windows Terminal Quick Start Guide and Cheat Sheet

Perfect for newcomers, this quick start guide introduces the basics of Windows Terminal alongside a

handy cheat sheet. It explains how to install, configure, and navigate the terminal with simple

commands. The book aims to reduce the learning curve for new users stepping into the Windows

Terminal world.
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