
windows terminal hot key cheat sheet
windows terminal hot key cheat sheet serves as an essential resource for
developers, system administrators, and power users looking to enhance their
productivity with Windows Terminal. This comprehensive guide compiles the
most useful keyboard shortcuts to navigate, manage, and customize the
terminal efficiently. By mastering these hotkeys, users can streamline
workflows, reduce reliance on mouse interactions, and perform complex tasks
swiftly. This article delves into fundamental shortcuts for window and tab
management, text editing, navigation, and advanced commands. Whether you are
new to Windows Terminal or an experienced user, this cheat sheet equips you
with the necessary tools to harness the full potential of the terminal
interface. Following this introduction is a detailed table of contents
outlining the main sections covered in this guide.

Basic Navigation and Window Management

Tab Management Shortcuts

Text Editing and Clipboard Operations

Search and Command Palette

Customization and Profile Switching

Advanced Terminal Controls

Basic Navigation and Window Management
Efficient navigation and window management are critical for leveraging the
full capabilities of Windows Terminal. This section highlights essential
hotkeys that allow users to move through the terminal interface, adjust
windows, and enhance multitasking efficiency.

Window Control Shortcuts
Windows Terminal allows multiple windows and panes. Managing these
effectively requires knowledge of specific hotkeys that control window
behavior.

Alt + Enter: Toggle full screen mode for the current window.

Ctrl + Shift + W: Close the current window or tab.



Ctrl + Shift + N: Open a new Windows Terminal window.

Alt + Space: Open the window menu for resizing or moving the terminal
window.

Pane Navigation
Windows Terminal supports split panes, allowing users to work with multiple
command lines simultaneously within a single window. Hotkeys simplify
switching between these panes without using the mouse.

Alt + Shift + Arrow Keys: Move focus between panes (left, right, up,
down).

Ctrl + Shift + Plus (+): Split the current pane vertically.

Ctrl + Shift + Minus (-): Split the current pane horizontally.

Ctrl + Shift + W: Close the active pane.

Tab Management Shortcuts
Managing tabs efficiently is crucial when working with multiple sessions or
commands. Windows Terminal provides several hotkeys to open, close, and
navigate tabs quickly.

Opening and Closing Tabs
Creating and closing tabs without leaving the keyboard accelerates workflow
and reduces disruptions.

Ctrl + Shift + T: Reopen the last closed tab.

Ctrl + Shift + D: Duplicate the current tab.

Ctrl + Shift + W: Close the active tab.

Ctrl + T: Open a new tab with the default profile.



Switching Between Tabs
Quickly navigating between tabs helps maintain focus and manage multiple
tasks with ease.

Ctrl + Tab: Switch to the next tab.

Ctrl + Shift + Tab: Switch to the previous tab.

Ctrl + Number (1-9): Switch directly to a specific tab by its position.

Text Editing and Clipboard Operations
Text manipulation is a fundamental activity in the terminal. Windows Terminal
hot keys simplify editing, copying, pasting, and selecting text for efficient
command-line operations.

Copy, Cut, and Paste
Using keyboard shortcuts for clipboard operations minimizes the need to
interact with the context menu or mouse.

Ctrl + Shift + C: Copy selected text to the clipboard.

Ctrl + Shift + V: Paste text from the clipboard.

Ctrl + Shift + X: Cut selected text (supported in some profiles).

Text Selection and Navigation
Precise text selection and cursor movement improve command editing and output
review.

Shift + Arrow Keys: Select text character-by-character.

Ctrl + Shift + Arrow Keys: Select text word-by-word.

Home / End: Move cursor to the beginning or end of the line.

Ctrl + Left / Right Arrow: Move cursor word-by-word.



Search and Command Palette
Quick access to search functionality and command execution enhances
productivity and allows users to find commands or text within the terminal
rapidly.

Search Functionality
Windows Terminal includes an integrated search feature that can be invoked
using hotkeys to locate text within the current session.

Ctrl + Shift + F: Open the search bar within the terminal window.

F3: Find the next occurrence of the search term.

Shift + F3: Find the previous occurrence.

Esc: Close the search bar.

Command Palette Access
The command palette provides quick access to all terminal commands and
settings without leaving the keyboard.

Ctrl + Shift + P: Open the command palette.

Type Command Name: Search for commands or settings.

Enter: Execute the highlighted command.

Customization and Profile Switching
Windows Terminal supports multiple profiles and extensive customization
options. Hotkeys facilitate switching between profiles and accessing settings
rapidly.

Profile Switching
Users can switch between different terminal profiles such as PowerShell,
Command Prompt, or Ubuntu directly via hotkeys.

Ctrl + Shift + Number (1-9): Switch to the profile assigned to that tab



number.

Ctrl + Shift + Space: Open the profile dropdown menu to select a
different profile.

Accessing Settings
Customizing the terminal experience is simplified through quick access to the
settings UI or configuration files.

Ctrl + , (Comma): Open the Windows Terminal settings interface.

Ctrl + Shift + S: Save current settings (if editing JSON configuration).

Advanced Terminal Controls
Beyond basic navigation and editing, Windows Terminal offers advanced hotkeys
that control terminal behavior, debugging, and system interaction.

Command Execution and History
Managing command history and execution shortcuts accelerates repeated task
completion and debugging.

Ctrl + R: Reverse search through command history.

Up / Down Arrow: Navigate through previous commands.

Ctrl + L: Clear the terminal screen.

Zoom and Font Size Adjustment
Adjusting the terminal’s font size enhances readability without changing
system settings.

Ctrl + +: Increase font size.

Ctrl + -: Decrease font size.

Ctrl + 0: Reset font size to default.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Windows Terminal hotkey to open a new
tab?
Press Ctrl + Shift + T to open a new tab in Windows Terminal.

How do I split the pane horizontally in Windows
Terminal using a hotkey?
Use Alt + Shift + Minus (-) to split the current pane horizontally in Windows
Terminal.

Which hotkey closes the current tab in Windows
Terminal?
Press Ctrl + Shift + W to close the current tab in Windows Terminal.

How can I switch between tabs quickly using hotkeys
in Windows Terminal?
Use Ctrl + Tab to move to the next tab and Ctrl + Shift + Tab to move to the
previous tab in Windows Terminal.

Is there a hotkey to open the settings in Windows
Terminal?
Yes, press Ctrl + , (comma) to open the Windows Terminal settings.

What is the hotkey to zoom into the terminal pane in
Windows Terminal?
Press Ctrl + Shift + Plus (+) to zoom into the terminal pane in Windows
Terminal.

How do I copy and paste using hotkeys in Windows
Terminal?
Use Ctrl + Shift + C to copy and Ctrl + Shift + V to paste in Windows
Terminal.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering Windows Terminal: Hotkeys and Shortcuts Unleashed
This book offers an in-depth guide to all essential hotkeys and shortcuts in
Windows Terminal. It’s perfect for both beginners and advanced users looking
to increase productivity. Readers will learn how to customize, navigate, and
manage multiple terminals efficiently using keyboard commands.

2. The Ultimate Windows Terminal Hotkey Cheat Sheet
A concise, easy-to-follow reference guide focusing solely on Windows Terminal
hotkeys. This cheat sheet provides quick access to the most useful shortcuts
for everyday terminal tasks. Ideal for developers and system administrators
who want to speed up their workflow.

3. Windows Terminal Power User’s Guide: Hotkeys and Beyond
Explore advanced Windows Terminal features with a strong emphasis on hotkeys
and keyboard navigation. This book covers practical tips and tricks to
maximize your terminal experience. It also includes customization techniques
to tailor the terminal to your needs.

4. Boost Productivity with Windows Terminal: Keyboard Shortcuts Explained
Learn how to streamline your command-line sessions using keyboard shortcuts
in Windows Terminal. This guide breaks down complex commands into manageable
hotkey sequences. It's designed to help users reduce reliance on the mouse
and enhance efficiency.

5. Windows Terminal Essentials: Hotkeys for Developers
Targeted specifically at developers, this book highlights the most important
hotkeys for coding, testing, and multitasking within Windows Terminal. It
includes examples and scenarios demonstrating how shortcuts can save time
during development cycles.

6. Quick Reference: Windows Terminal Hotkey Cheat Sheet
A handy quick-reference book packed with all the essential hotkeys for
Windows Terminal in a compact format. This resource is perfect for users who
want immediate access to shortcut keys without sifting through lengthy
manuals.

7. Windows Terminal Hotkeys and Customization Guide
This comprehensive guide focuses on both default hotkeys and how to create
custom shortcuts in Windows Terminal. It explains configuration files and
scripting to personalize your terminal environment. Users will gain complete
control over their workflow.

8. Keyboard-Driven Windows Terminal: A Hotkey Focused Approach
Emphasizing a keyboard-first methodology, this book trains readers to rely on
hotkeys for nearly every terminal interaction. It includes exercises and
practical examples to build muscle memory for efficient terminal usage.

9. Windows Terminal for Power Users: Hotkeys and Workflow Optimization
Designed for power users, this book dives deep into optimizing workflows



using Windows Terminal hotkeys. It covers multi-pane management, tab
navigation, and session handling through keyboard shortcuts. Readers will
achieve faster, smoother terminal operations.
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