WISCONSIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION WEDC

WISCONSIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION WEDC PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE IN FOSTERING ECONOMIC GROW TH AND
ENHANCING BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN THE STATE OF W/ISCONSIN. AS THE STATE'S LEAD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY,
THE \WisconsiN Economic DeVELOPMENT CorPORATION (WEDC) IS COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING BUSINESSES, COMMUNITIES,
AND ENTREPRENEURS BY PROVIDING RESOURCES, FUNDING, AND STRATEGIC INITIATIVES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE STRUCTURE,
PROGRAMS, AND IMPACT OF WEDC, HIGHLIGHTING HOW IT DRIVES JOB CREATION, INNOVATION, AND INVESTMENT ACROSS

W/ 1SCONSIN. UNDERSTANDING THE FUNCTIONS AND BENEFITS OF WEDC IS ESSENTIAL FOR BUSINESSES LOOKING TO EXPAND OR
RELOCATE WITHIN THE STATE. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF WEDC'S MISSION,
SERVICES, KEY PROGRAMS, AND PARTNERSHIPS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO W/ISCONSIN'S ECONOMIC VITALITY.
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OVERVIEW OF WiscoNnsIN EconomMic DeveLoPMENT CorporATION (WEDC)

THe WisconsiN Economic DeveLoPMENT CorPorATION (W/EDC) IS A PUBLIC-PRIVATE ORGANIZATION ESTABLISHED TO
PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH THROUGHOUT W/ISCONSIN. [T FUNCTIONS AS THE STATE’S MAIN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, TASKED WITH CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT THAT SUPPORTS INNOVATION, ENTREPRENEURSHIP, AND JOB
CREATION. WEDC OPERATES UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF A BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COLLABORATES CLOSELY WITH
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES, PRIVATE SECTOR PARTNERS, AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO IMPLEMENT STRATEGIES THAT IMPROVE THE
BUSINESS CLIMATE.

MissioN AND VISION

WEDC’s MISSION IS TO FOSTER A DYNAMIC AND INCLUSIVE ECONOMY BY HELPING BUSINESSES START, GROW, AND SUCCEED
WHILE ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR W/ISCONSIN RESIDENTS. |TS VISION EMPHASIZES A THRIVING STATE ECONOMY DRIVEN
BY INNOVATION, DIVERSE INDUSTRIES, AND COMPETITIVE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT. THROUGH STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS AND
PARTNERSHIPS, WEDC AIMS TO POSITION WISCONSIN AS A LEADING STATE FOR BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

THE ORGANIZATION IS STRUCTURED TO EFFICIENTLY DELIVER SERVICES AND PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
GOALS. WEDC INCLUDES SPECIALIZED TEAMS FOCUSED ON BUSINESS ATTRACTION, INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY
ASSISTANCE, AND INNOVATION. THIS STRUCTURE ENABLES IT TO ADDRESS THE UNIQUE NEEDS OF VARIOUS SECTORS AND
REGIONS ACROSS W/ ISCONSIN.



Core PrRoGRAMS AND SERVICES OFFeErReD BY WEDC

WEDC PROVIDES AN EXTENSIVE ARRAY OF PROGRAMS AND SERVICES DESIGNED TO SUPPORT BUSINESSES AT EVERY STAGE OF
DEVELOPMENT. THESE INITIATIVES ARE TAILORED TO STIMULATE INVESTMENT, FACILITATE ACCESS TO CAPITAL, AND ENHANCE
W ORKFORCE CAPABILITIES.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

ONE OF THE KEY OFFERINGS OF W/ EDC INCLUDES FINANCIAL INCENTIVES AIMED AT ENCOURAGING BUSINESS EXPANSION AND JOB
CREATION. THESE PROGRAMS PROVIDE GRANTS, LOANS, AND TAX CREDITS TO ELIGIBLE COMPANIES ACROSS MULTIPLE
INDUSTRIES.

o BusINESS DEVELOPMENT TAX CREDITS: INCENTIVES FOR COMPANIES CREATING NEW JOBS OR MAKING CAPITAL
INVESTMENTS.

o CoMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INVESTMENT GRANTS: FUNDING TO SUPPORT LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.

o ENTREPRENEURIAL LOAN PROGRAMS: LOW-INTEREST LOANS TO ASSIST STARTUPS AND GROWING BUSINESSES.

BUsINESS SUPPORT SERVICES

BEYOND FINANCIAL SUPPORT, WEDC oFFErs CONSULTING, MARKET RESEARCH, AND NET\WORKING OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP
BUSINESSES NAVIGATE CHALLENGES AND CAPITALIZE ON GROWTH PROSPECTS. THESE SERVICES INCLUDE GUIDANCE ON EXPORT
DEVELOPMENT, REGULATORY COMPLIANCE, AND INNOVATION COMMERCIALIZATION.

WEDC’s RoLE IN BusiNess GROWTH AND INVESTMENT

WEDC SERVES AS A CATALYST FOR BUSINESS GROWTH BY ATTRACTING NEW COMPANIES TO WISCONSIN AND SUPPORTING
EXISTING BUSINESSES TO EXPAND. | TS COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH ENCOMPASSES SITE SELECTION ASSISTANCE, \WORKFORCE
SOLUTIONS, AND FACILITATING ACCESS TO CAPITAL MARKETS.

BUSINESS ATTRACTION AND RETENTION

THROUGH TARGETED MARKETING AND OUTREACH EFFORTS, WEDC PROMOTES W/ ISCONSIN’S COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGES,
INCLUDING ITS SKILLED \WORKFORCE, INFRASTRUCTURE, AND STRATEGIC LOCATION. IT WORKS CLOSELY WITH LOCAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS TO RETAIN KEY EMPLOYERS AND ATTRACT NEW INVESTMENTS.

INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY ADVANCEMENT

WEDC ACTIVELY SUPPORTS INNOVATION THROUGH INITIATIVES THAT FOSTER RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, TECHNOLOGY
TRANSFER, AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP. PROGRAMS SUCH AS INNOVATION GRANTS AND BUSINESS INCUBATORS PROVIDE CRITICAL
RESOURCES FOR TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN COMPANIES.

COMMUNITY AND \¥/ ORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES

RECOGNIZING THAT A ROBUST WORKFORCE AND VIBRANT COMMUNITIES ARE ESSENTIAL TO ECONOMIC SUCCESS, WEDC INVESTS



IN PROGRAMS THAT ENHANCE SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AND LOCAL CAPACITY BUILDING.

\X/ ORKFORCE TRAINING AND EDUCATION

WEDC PARTNERS WITH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS, AND EMPLOYERS TO DEVELOP TRAINING
PROGRAMS THAT ALIGN WITH CURRENT MARKET DEMANDS. THESE EFFORTS AIM TO CLOSE SKILL GAPS AND PREPARE WORKERS
FOR HIGH-DEMAND OCCUPATIONS.

CoMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT

WEDC ASSISTS MUNICIPALITIES AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN PLANNING AND EXECUTING DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS THAT
IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE AND ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS. THIS INCLUDES REVITALIZING DOWNTOWN AREAS, EXPANDING
INFRASTRUCTURE, AND SUPPORTING AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVES.

PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATIONS

COLLABORATION IS A CORNERSTONE OF WEDC’S STRATEGY. THE ORGANIZATION WORKS WITH A DIVERSE RANGE OF PARTNERS
TO LEVERAGE RESOURCES AND EXPERTISE FOR MAXIMUM ECONOMIC IMPACT.

PusLIC-PrIVATE PARTNERSHIPS

WEDC COLLABORATES WITH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PRIVATE COMPANIES, NON-PROFITS, AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO
ALIGN EFFORTS AND FOSTER INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS. THESE PARTNERSHIPS HELP TO CREATE COORDINATED STRATEGIES THAT
BENEFIT MULTIPLE STAKEHOLDERS.

ReGioNAL AND LocAL EconoMiC DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES

BY PARTNERING WITH REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND LOCAL CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, WEDC
ENSURES THAT STATEWIDE INITIATIVES ARE ADAPTED TO MEET LOCAL NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES. THIS NETWORK ENHANCES
THE REACH AND EFFECTIVENESS OF ITS PROGRAMS.

IMPACT AND SUCCESS STORIES

THE WisconsIN EcoNoMic DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION HAS DEMONSTRATED MEASURABLE SUCCESS IN DRIVING ECONOMIC
GROWTH, JOB CREATION, AND INNOVATION THROUGHOUT THE STATE. SEVERAL CASE STUDIES HIGHLIGHT HOw WEDC’s
SUPPORT HAS TRANSFORMED BUSINESSES AND COMMUNITIES.

JoB CREATION AND INVESTMENT GROWTH

WEDC’s PROGRAMS HAVE RESULTED IN THOUSANDS OF NEW JOBS AND SIGNIFICANT CAPITAL INVESTMENTS IN WISCONSIN
INDUSTRIES SUCH AS MANUFACTURING, TECHNOLOGY, AGRICULTURE, AND HEALTHCARE. THESE OUTCOMES CONTRIBUTE TO A
STRONGER AND MORE RESILIENT STATE ECONOMY.

BUSINESS EXPANSION AND STARTUP SUCCESSES

MANY STARTUPS AND EXPANDING BUSINESSES HAVE BENEFITED FROM WEDC’S FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND ADVISORY SERVICES,



ENABLING THEM TO SCALE OPERATIONS, ENTER NEW MARKETS, AND INCREASE COMPETITIVENESS. THESE SUCCESS STORIES
UNDERSCORE THE CORPORATION’S VITAL ROLE IN \WISCONSIN’S ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE.

e WEDC HELPED A TECHNOLOGY FIRM SECURE FUNDING TO DOUBLE ITS WORKFORCE WITHIN TWO YEARS.
® A MANUFACTURING COMPANY UTILIZED WEDC GRANTS TO UPGRADE EQUIPMENT AND INCREASE PRODUCTION CAPACITY.

e ENTREPRENEURS RECEIVED MENTORSHIP AND LOANS THROUGH WEDC PROGRAMS, LEADING TO SUCCESSFUL PRODUCT
LAUNCHES.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE WisconsIN EconoMic DeveLoPMENT CorPorATION (WEDC)?

THe WisconsiN Economic DeveLoPMENT CorPORATION (WEDC) IS THE STATE’S LEAD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY,
FOCUSED ON SUPPORTING BUSINESSES, COMMUNITIES, AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC GROWTH IN
\X/ISCONSIN.

How poes WEDC sUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES IN \WISCONSIN?

WEDC SUPPORTS SMALL BUSINESSES THROUGH VARIOUS PROGRAMS INCLUDING GRANTS, LOANS, TAX CREDITS, AND BUSINESS
ADVISORY SERVICES DESIGNED TO HELP STARTUPS AND EXISTING BUSINESSES GROW AND CREATE JOBS.

\WHAT TYPES OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES DOES WEDC OFFER?

WEDC OFFERS A RANGE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES SUCH AS BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT LOANS, GRANTS FOR INNOVATION AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP, \¥ ORKFORCE TRAINING GRANTS, AND TAX INCENTIVES FOR BUSINESSES INVESTING IN W/ ISCONSIN.

How cAN W/ISCONSIN COMMUNITIES BENEFIT FROM WEDC INITIATIVES?

COMMUNITIES IN W/ISCONSIN BENEFIT FROM WEDC INITIATIVES THROUGH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS, INFRASTRUCTURE
SUPPORT, WORKFORCE TRAINING PROGRAMS, AND STRATEGIC PLANNING ASSISTANCE TO FOSTER LOCAL ECONOMIC GROWTH AND
JOB CREATION.

\WHAT ROLE DOES WEDC PLAY IN WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT?

WEDC COLLABORATES WITH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, EMPLOYERS, AND WORKFORCE ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE
TRAINING PROGRAMS, APPRENTICESHIPS, AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES TO ENSURE A SKILLED W ORKFORCE ALIGNED WITH
INDUSTRY NEEDS.

How cAN BUSINESSES APPLY FOR WEDC PROGRAMS AND ASSISTANCE?

BUSINESSES CAN APPLY FOR W/EDC PROGRAMS AND ASSISTANCE BY VISITING THE WEDC OFFICIAL WEBSITE, WHERE THEY CAN
FIND INFORMATION ON ELIGIBILITY, PROGRAM DETAILS, AND SUBMIT APPLICATIONS ONLINE OR CONTACT WEDC
REPRESENTATIVES FOR GUIDANCE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe Wisconsin Economic DeveLoPMENT CorPORATION: A CATALYST FOR GROWTH



THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE ROLE OF THE \WisconsIN EcoNomMic DevELoPMENT CorrorATION (WEDC) IN
FOSTERING STATEWIDE ECONOMIC GROW TH. |T EXPLORES WEDC’S STRATEGIES, INITIATIVES, AND PARTNERSHIPS THAT HAVE
HELPED TRANSFORM W/ISCONSIN’S BUSINESS LANDSCAPE. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHTS INTO HOW PUBLIC-PRIVATE
COLLABORATION CAN DRIVE INNOVATION AND JOB CREATION.

2. BuiLbing Wisconsin’s FUTURE: THE IMPACT oF WEDC on LocAL ECoNOMIES

FOCUSING ON CASE STUDIES ACROSS W/ISCONSIN, THIS BOOK ILLUSTRATES HOW W/EDC’s PROGRAMS HAVE REVITALIZED
COMMUNITIES THROUGH INVESTMENT AND SUPPORT FOR SMALL BUSINESSES. |T HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS STORIES OF ENTREPRENEURS
AND SECTORS THAT HAVE FLOURISHED WITH WEDC ASSISTANCE. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES CHALLENGES FACED AND LESSONS
LEARNED IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

3. INNOVATION AND INVESTMENT: WEDC’s RoLe IN WISCONSIN'S TECH SECTOR

THIS TITLE DELVES INTO WEDC’s EFFORTS TO BOOST W/ISCONSIN’S TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRIES, INCLUDING BIOTECH,
MANUFACTURING, AND | T. T EXAMINES FUNDING INITIATIVES, INCUBATOR PROGRAMS, AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH UNIVERSITIES
THAT HAVE FUELED INNOVATION. THE BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF HOW TARGETED ECONOMIC POLICIES CAN
NURTURE HIGH-TECH ECOSYSTEMS.

4. PusLic PoLicy AND Economic GRow TH: THE WISConsIN MopeEL

ANALYZING THE POLICY FRAMEWORK BEHIND WEDC, THIS BOOK OUTLINES HOW STATE GOVERNMENT POLICIES ALIGN WITH
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS. |T DISCUSSES INCENTIVES, TAX CREDITS, AND REGULATORY REFORMS DESIGNED TO ATTRACT
AND RETAIN BUSINESSES. THE TEXT SERVES AS A RESOURCE FOR POLICYMAKERS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPERS INTERESTED IN
REPLICATING W/ISCONSIN’S APPROACH.

5. ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN Wisconsin: WEDC’s SupPORT SYSTEMS

THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON THE RESOURCES AND PROGRAMS W/ EDC PROVIDES TO ENTREPRENEURS STARTING AND SCALING
BUSINESSES. T OPICS INCLUDE ACCESS TO CAPITAL, MENTORSHIP NETWORKS, AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SERVICES. |T OFFERS
PRACTICAL GUIDANCE FOR ASPIRING BUSINESS OWNERS AND HIGHLIGHTS WEDC’S ROLE IN FOSTERING AN ENTREPRENEURIAL
CULTURE.

6. WorkFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY IN WISCONSIN

EXPLORING THE CONNECTION BETWEEN WORKFORCE READINESS AND ECONOMIC SUCCESS, THIS BOOK DETAILS WEDC’s
INITIATIVES TO ENHANCE SKILLS TRAINING AND EDUCATION. |T COVERS COLLABORATIONS WITH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
AND INDUSTRY LEADERS TO MEET LABOR MARKET DEMANDS. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF HUMAN CAPITAL IN
SUSTAINING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

7. MANUFACTURING RENAISSANCE: WED(C’s STRATEGY FOR WISCONSIN’S INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

THIS TITLE EXAMINES HOW WEDC SUPPORTS THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY THROUGH INNOVATION, MODERNIZATION, AND
EXPORT PROMOTION. |T DISCUSSES PROGRAMS AIMED AT INCREASING COMPETITIVENESS AND ADAPTING TO GLOBAL MARKET
CHANGES. THE BOOK PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO REVITALIZING TRADITIONAL INDUSTRIES IN A CHANGING ECONOMY.

8. SUsTAINABLE Economic DeveLoPMENT: WISCONSIN’S GREEN GROWTH INITIATIVES

HIGHLIGHTING W/EDC’s COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY, THIS BOOK EXPLORES EFFORTS TO PROMOTE CLEAN ENERGY,
ENVIRONMENT AL TECHNOLOGIES, AND SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS PRACTICES. |T ANALYZES HOW GREEN INITIATIVES CONTRIBUTE TO
LONG-TERM ECONOMIC RESILIENCE. THE BOOK SERVES AS A GUIDE FOR INTEGRATING SUSTAINABILITY INTO DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGIES.

9. RegioNnAL COLLABORATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN WISCONSIN

THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES HOW WEDC FACILITATES COOPERATION AMONG COUNTIES, CITIES, AND REGIONS TO MAXIMIZE
ECONOMIC POTENTIAL. |T PRESENTS EXAMPLES OF REGIONAL PLANNING, RESOURCE SHARING, AND JOINT MARKETING EFFORTS.
READERS WILL LEARN ABOUT THE BENEFITS AND COMPLEXITIES OF COLLABORATIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT APPROACHES.
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